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DIVISION 11. RULES OF THE ROAD

CHAPTER 1. OBEDIENCE TO AND EFFECT OF TRAFFIC LAWS

Article 1. Definitions

Department
21000. Wherever in this division “department” occurs, it means the

Department of the California Highway Patrol.

Scope of Division
21001. The provisions of this division refer exclusively to the operation

of vehicles upon the highways, unless a different place is specifically referred
to.

Article 2. Effect of Traffic Laws

Riding or Driving of Animal
21050. Every person riding or driving an animal upon a highway has all

of the rights and is subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a
vehicle by this division and Division 10 (commencing with Section 20000),
except those provisions which by their very nature can have no application.

Amended Ch. 586, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Trolley Coaches
21051. The following sections apply to trolley coaches:
(a) Sections 1800, 4000, 4001, 4002, 4003, 4006, 4009, 4150, 4151, 4152,

4153, 4155, 4156, 4158, 4166, 4300 to 4309, inclusive, 4450 to 4454, inclusive,
4457, 4458, 4459, 4460, 4600 to 4610, inclusive, 4750, 4751, 4850, 4851, 4852,
4853, 5000, 5200 to 5205, inclusive, 5904, 6052, 8801, 9254, and 40001 with
respect to 4000, relating to original and renewal of registration.

(b) Sections 9250, 9265, 9400, 9406, 9407, 9408, 9550, 9552, 9553, 9554,
9800 to 9808, inclusive, 14901, 42230 to 42233, inclusive, relating to
registration and other fees.

(c) Sections 2800, 10851, 10852, 10853, 20001 to 20009, inclusive, 21052,
21053, 21054, 21450 to 21457, inclusive, 21461, 21650, 21651, 21658, 21659,
21700, 21701, 21702, 21703, 21709, 21712, 21750, 21753, 21754, 21755,
21800, 21801, 21802, 21806, 21950, 21951, 22106, 22107, 22108, 22109,
22350, 22351, 22352, 22400, 22450 to 22453, inclusive, 23103, 23104, 23110,
23152, 23153, 40831, 42002 with respect to 10852 and 10853, and 42004,
relating to traffic laws.

(d) Sections 26706, 26707, and 26708, relating to equipment.
(e) Sections 17301, 17302, 17303, 21461, 35000, 35100, 35101, 35105,

35106, 35111, 35550, 35551, 35750, 35751, 35753, 40000.1 to 40000.25,
inclusive, 40001, 40003, and 42031, relating to the size, weight, and loading
of vehicles.

Amended Sec. 161, Ch. 135, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Public Officers and Employees
21052. The provisions of this code applicable to the drivers of vehicles

upon the highways apply to the drivers of all vehicles while engaged in the
course of employment by this State, any political subdivision thereof, any
municipal corporation, or any district, including authorized emergency
vehicles subject to those exemptions granted such authorized emergency
vehicles in this code.
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Public Employees Working on Highway
21053. This code, except Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 20000) of

Division 10, Article2 (commencing with Section 23152) of Chapter 12 of
Division 11, and Sections 25268 and 25269, does not apply to public
employees and publicly owned teams, motor vehicles, and other equipment
while actually engaged in work upon the surface of a highway, or work of
installation, removal, repairing, or maintaining official traffic control
devices. This code does apply to those persons and vehicles when traveling to
or from their work.

Amended Sec. 21, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 62, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Representative of Public Agency
21054. The provisions of this division do not apply to the duly authorized

representatives of any public agency while actually engaged in performing
any of the work described in Section 21053 but apply to such persons when
traveling to and from such work.

Exemption of Authorized Emergency Vehicles
21055. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle is exempt from

Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 21350), Chapter 3 (commencing with
Section 21650), Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 21800), Chapter 5
(commencing with Section 21950), Chapter 6 (commencing with 22100),
Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 22348), Chapter 8 (commencing with
Section 22450), Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 22500), and Chapter 10
(commencing with Section 22650) of this division, and Article3
(commencing with Section 38305) and Article4 (commencing with Section
38312) of Chapter 5 of Division 16.5, under all of the following conditions:

(a) If the vehicle is being driven in response to an emergency call or while
engaged in rescue operations or is being used in the immediate pursuit of an
actual or suspected violator of the law or is responding to, but not returning
from, a fire alarm, except that fire department vehicles are exempt whether
directly responding to an emergency call or operated from one place to
another as rendered desirable or necessary by reason of an emergency call
and operated to the scene of the emergency or operated from one fire station
to another or to some other location by reason of the emergency call.

(b) If the driver of the vehicle sounds a siren as may be reasonably
necessary and the vehicle displays a lighted red lamp visible from the front
as a warning to other drivers and pedestrians.

A siren shall not be sounded by an authorized emergency vehicle except
when required under this section.

Amended Ch. 1017, Stats. 1977. Effective September 23, 1977.

Effect of Exemption
21056. Section 21055 does not relieve the driver of a vehicle from the

duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway,
nor protect him from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of the
privileges granted in that section.

Sirens and Illegal Speed of Escorts
21057. Every police and traffic officer is hereby expressly prohibited

from using a siren or driving at an illegal speed when serving as an escort of
any vehicle, except when the escort or conveyance is furnished for the
preservation of life or when expediting movements of supplies and personnel
for any federal, state, or local governmental agency during a national
emergency, or state of war emergency, or state of emergency, or local
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emergency as defined in Section 8558 of the Government Code.
Amended Ch. 131, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.

Vehicles Owned by Physicians
21058. A physician traveling in response to an emergency call shall be

exempt from the provisions of Sections 22351 and 22352 if the vehicle so used
by him displays an insigne approved by the department indicating that the
vehicle is owned by a licensed physician. The provisions of this section do not
relieve the driver of the vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the
safety of all persons using the highway, nor protect the driver from the
consequences of an arbitrary exercise of the privileges of this section.

Amended Ch. 1996, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Exemption of Rubbish and Garbage Vehicles
21059. Sections 21211, 21650, 21660, 22502, 22504, and subdivision (h)

of Section 22500 do not apply to the operation of a rubbish or garbage truck
while actually engaged in the collection of rubbish or garbage within a
business or residence district, if the front turn signal lamps at each side of
the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn signal lamps
at each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously.

This provision does not apply when the vehicle is being driven to and from
work, and it does not relieve the driver of the vehicle from the duty to drive
with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway or protect him
or her from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of the privilege
granted.

Amended Sec. 20, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Exemption of Streetsweeping or Watering Vehicle
21060. Between the hours of 1 a.m. and 5 a.m., Sections 21650, 21660,

22502, 22504, and subdivision (h) of Section 22500 do not apply to the
operation of a streetsweeper vehicle or watering vehicle, operated by a local
authority, while the vehicle is actually sweeping streets or watering
landscaping or vegetation within a business or residence district. The
exemption is not applicable unless the turn signal lamps at each side of the
front and rear of the streetsweeper vehicle or watering vehicle are being
flashed simultaneously.

This provision shall not apply when the vehicle is being driven to and from
such work, nor does it relieve the driver of such a vehicle from the duty to
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway or
protect the driver from the consequences of an arbitrary exercise of the
privilege granted.

Added Ch. 469, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Notice of Reexamination
21061. (a) In addition to any action prescribed in Division 17

(commencing with Section 40000.1), a traffic officer may issue a notice of
reexamination to any person who violates any provision of this division and
who, at the time of the violation, exhibits evidence of incapacity to the traffic
officer which leads the traffic officer to reasonably believe that the person is
incapable of operating a motor vehicle in a manner so as not to present a
clear or potential danger of risk of injury to that person or others if that
person is permitted to resume operation of a motor vehicle.

(b) For purposes of this section, “evidence of incapacity” means evidence,
other than violations of this division, of serious physical injury or illness or
mental impairment or disorientation which is apparent to the traffic officer
and which presents a clear or potential danger or risk of injury to the person
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or others if that person is permitted to resume operation of a motor vehicle.
Added Ch. 304, Stats. 1986. Effective July 1, 1987.

Submission of Reexamination Notice
21062. The arresting officer shall, before the end of the next working

day, transmit, or cause to be transmitted, a legible copy of the notice of
reexamination to the Department of Motor Vehicles, and the department
shall enter the record of the notice in the driver’s license record maintained
by electronic recording and storage media by the department within five
working days of its receipt.

Added Ch. 304, Stats. 1986. Effective July 1, 1987.

Article 3. Local Regulation

Rules and Regulations: Subject Matter
21100. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

or resolution regarding the following matters:
(a) Regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the

highways.
(b) Licensing and regulating the operation of vehicles for hire and drivers

of passenger vehicles for hire.
(c) Regulating traffic by means of traffic officers.
(d) Regulating traffic by means of official traffic control devices meeting

the requirements of Section 21400.
(e) Regulating traffic by means of any person given temporary or

permanent appointment for such duty by the local authority whenever
official traffic control devices are disabled or otherwise inoperable, at the
scenes of accidents or disasters, or at such locations as may require traffic
direction for orderly traffic flow.

No person shall, however, be appointed pursuant to this subdivision
unless and until the local authority has submitted to the commissioner or to
the chief law enforcement officer exercising jurisdiction in the enforcement
of traffic laws within the area in which such person is to perform such duty,
for review, a proposed program of instruction for the training of a person for
such duty, and unless and until the commissioner or such other chief law
enforcement officer approves the proposed program. The commissioner or
such other chief law enforcement officer shall approve such a proposed
program if he reasonably determines that the program will provide sufficient
training for persons assigned to perform the duty described in this
subdivision.

(f) Regulating traffic at the site of road or street construction or
maintenance by persons authorized for such duty by the local authority.

(g) Licensing and regulating the operation of tow truck service or tow
truck drivers whose principal place of business or employment is within the
jurisdiction of the local authority, excepting the operation and operators of
any auto dismantlers’ tow vehicle licensed under Section 11505 or any tow
truck operated by a repossessing agency licensed under Chapter 11
(commencing with Section 7500) of Division 3 of the Business and
Professions Code and its registered employees. Nothing in this subdivision
shall limit the authority of a city or city and county pursuant to Section
12111.

(h) Operation of bicycles, and, as specified in Section 21114.5, electric
carts by physically disabled persons, or persons 50 years of age or older, on
the public sidewalks.

(i) Providing for the appointment of nonstudent school crossing guards for
the protection of persons who are crossing a street or highway in the vicinity
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of a school or while returning thereafter to a place of safety.
(j) Regulating the methods of deposit of garbage and refuse in streets and

highways for collection by the local authority or by any person authorized by
the local authority.

(k) Regulating cruising. The ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to
this subdivision shall regulate cruising, which shall be defined as the
repetitive driving of a motor vehicle past a traffic control point in traffic
which is congested at or near the traffic control point, as determined by the
ranking peace officer on duty within the affected area, within a specified time
period and after the vehicle operator has been given an adequate written
notice that further driving past the control point will be a violation of the
ordinance or resolution. No person is in violation of an ordinance or
resolution adopted pursuant to this subdivision unless (1) that person has
been given the written notice on a previous driving trip past the control point
and then again passes the control point in that same time interval and (2) the
beginning and end of the portion of the street subject to cruising controls are
clearly identified by signs that briefly and clearly state the appropriate
provisions of this subdivision and the local ordinance or resolution on
cruising.

(l) Regulating or authorizing the removal by peace officers of vehicles
unlawfully parked in a fire lane, as described in Section 22500.1, on private
property. Any removal pursuant to this subdivision shall be consistent to the
extent possible with the procedures for removal and storage set forth in
Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650).

Amended Ch. 924, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Traffic Control Devices: Uniform Standards
21100.1. Whenever any city or county, by ordinance or resolution,

permits, restricts, or prohibits the use of public or private highways pursuant
to this article, any traffic control device erected by it on or after January 1,
1981, shall conform to the uniform standards and specifications adopted by
the Department of Transportation pursuant to Section 21400.

Added Ch. 671, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Local Regulation of Traffic
21100.3. It is unlawful for any person to disobey the traffic directions of

a person appointed or authorized by a local authority to regulate traffic
pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 21100 when such appointee is wearing
an official insignia issued by the local authority and is acting in the course of
his appointed duties.

Amended Ch. 15, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Island City Vehicle Regulation
21100.5. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, local authorities

of any city which is on a natural island with an area in excess of 20,000 acres
and which is within a county having a population in excess of 4,000,000, may,
if they determine such rules and regulations to be necessary in view of the
special problem existing thereon with respect to the size and nature of the
streets of the city and with respect to the characteristics and nature of the
city itself, adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution on the
following matters:

(a) Regulating the size of vehicles used on streets under their jurisdiction.
(b) Regulating the number of vehicles permitted on streets under their

jurisdiction.
(c) Prohibiting the operation, on streets under their jurisdiction, of

designated classes of vehicles.
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(d) Establishing noise limits, which are different from those prescribed by
this code, for vehicles operated on streets under their jurisdiction and
prohibiting the operation of vehicles which exceed such limits.

(e) Establishing a maximum speed limit lower than that which the local
authority otherwise permitted by this code to establish.

This section shall not apply to vehicles of utilities which are under the
jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission while engaged in
maintenance and construction type service work.

Amended Ch. 286, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Regulation of Highways
21101. Local authorities, for those highways under their jurisdiction,

may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution on the following
matters:

(a) Closing any highway to vehicular traffic when, in the opinion of the
legislative body having jurisdiction, the highway is either of the following:

(1) No longer needed for vehicular traffic.
(2) The closure is in the interests of public safety and all of the following

conditions and requirements are met:
(A) The street proposed for closure is located in a county with a

population of 6,000,000 or more.
(B) The street has an unsafe volume of traffic and a significant incidence

of crime.
(C) The affected local authority conducts a public hearing on the proposed

street closure.
(D) Notice of the hearing is provided to residents and owners of property

adjacent to the street proposed for closure.
(E) The local authority makes a finding that closure of the street likely

would result in a reduced rate of crime.
(b) Designating any highway as a through highway and requiring that all

vehicles observe official traffic control devices before entering or crossing the
highway or designating any intersection as a stop intersection and requiring
all vehicles to stop at one or more entrances to the intersection.

(c) Prohibiting the use of particular highways by certain vehicles, except
as otherwise provided by the Public Utilities Commission pursuant to Article
2 (commencing with Section 1031) of Chapter 5 of Part 1 of Division 1 of the
Public Utilities Code.

(d) Closing particular streets during regular school hours for the purpose
of conducting automobile driver training programs in the secondary schools
and colleges of this state.

(e) Temporarily closing a portion of any street for celebrations, parades,
local special events, and other purposes when, in the opinion of local
authorities having jurisdiction or a public officer or employee that the local
authority designates by resolution, the closing is necessary for the safety and
protection of persons who are to use that portion of the street during the
temporary closing.

(f) Prohibiting entry to, or exit from, or both, from any street by means of
islands, curbs, traffic barriers, or other roadway design features to
implement the circulation element of a general plan adopted pursuant to
Article 6 (commencing with Section 65350) of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of
Title 7 of the Government Code. The rules and regulations authorized by this
subdivision shall be consistent with the responsibility of local government to
provide for the health and safety of its citizens.

Amended Sec. 63.5, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Supersedes Ch. 876.



§21101.2 —632— Div. 11
Local Authority to Divert Traffic
21101.2. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

or resolution to provide that if a peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5
(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code,
determines that the traffic load on a particular street or highway, or a
portion thereof, is such that little or no vehicular flow is occurring and,
additionally, if the peace officer finds that a significant number of vehicles
are not promptly moving when an opportunity arises to do so, then the peace
officer may divert vehicles, excepting public safety or emergency vehicles,
from that street or highway, or portion thereof, subject to traffic congestion
until such time as reasonably flowing traffic is restored.

Added Ch. 710, Stats. 1982. Effective September 8, 1982.

Local Authority to Temporarily Close Highway: Criminal Activity
21101.4. (a) A local authority may, by ordinance or resolution, adopt

rules and regulations for temporarily closing to through traffic a highway
under its jurisdiction when all of the following conditions are, after a public
hearing, found to exist:

(1) The local authority finds and determines that there is serious and
continual criminal activity in the portion of the highway recommended for
temporary closure. This finding and determination shall be based upon the
recommendation of the police department or, in the case of a highway in an
unincorporated area, on the joint recommendation of the sheriff’s
department and the Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(2) The highway has not been designated as a through highway or
arterial street.

(3) Vehicular or pedestrian traffic on the highway contributes to the
criminal activity.

(4) The closure will not substantially adversely affect traffic flow, safety
on the adjacent streets or in the surrounding neighborhoods, the operation of
emergency vehicles, the performance of municipal or public utility services,
or the delivery of freight by commercial vehicles in the area of the highway
proposed to be temporarily closed.

(b) A highway may be temporarily closed pursuant to subdivision (a) for
not more than 18 months, except that this period may be extended for not
more than five additional consecutive periods of not more than 18 months
each if, prior to each of those extensions, the local authority holds a public
hearing and finds, by ordinance or resolution, that all of the following
conditions exist:

(1) Continuation of the temporary closure will assist in preventing the
occurrence or reoccurrence of the serious and continual criminal activity
found to exist when the immediately preceding temporary closure was
authorized. This finding and determination shall be based upon the
recommendation of the police department or, in the case of a highway in an
unincorporated area, on the joint recommendation of the sheriff’s
department and the Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(2) The highway has not been designated as a through highway or
arterial street.

(3) Vehicular or pedestrian traffic on the highway contributes to the
criminal activity.

(4) The immediately preceding closure has not substantially adversely
affected traffic flow, safety on the adjacent streets or in the surrounding
neighborhoods, the operation of emergency vehicles, the performance of
municipal or public utility services, or the delivery of freight by commercial
vehicles in the area of the highway that was temporarily closed.
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(c) The local authority shall mail written notice of the public hearing
required under subdivision (a) or (b) to all residents and owners, as shown on
the last equalized assessment roll, of property adjacent to the portion of
highway where a temporary closure or extension of temporary closure is
proposed.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 231, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Local Authority: Placement of Gates
21101.6. Notwithstanding Section 21101, local authorities may not

place gates or other selective devices on any street which deny or restrict the
access of certain members of the public to the street, while permitting others
unrestricted access to the street.

This section is not intended to make a change in the existing law, but is
intended to codify the decision of the Court of Appeal in City of Lafayette v.
County of Contra Costa (91 Cal. App. 3d 749).

This section shall become operative on January 1, 1990.
Repealed and Added Ch. 689, Stats. 1987. Operative January 1, 1990.

Local Authority to Close Streets
21102. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

or resolution closing to vehicular traffic that portion of any street or highway
crossing or dividing any school ground or grounds when in the opinion of the
legislative body having jurisdiction such closing is necessary for the
protection of persons attending such school or school grounds. The closing to
vehicular traffic may be limited to such hours and days as the legislative
body may specify. No such ordinance or resolution shall be effective until
appropriate signs giving notice thereof are posted along the street or
highway affected, nor in the case of state highways, until such ordinance or
resolution is approved by the Department of Transportation.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Local Authorities: Restricting Traffic in Alleys
21102.1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, local authorities

may, by ordinance or resolution, adopt rules and regulations restricting
vehicular or pedestrian traffic through any alley by means of gates, barriers,
or other control devices, when, in the opinion of the local authority having
jurisdiction over the alley, the restriction is necessary for the protection or
preservation of the public peace, safety, health, or welfare, subject to the
following conditions:

(a) No ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to this section shall be
enforceable until appropriate signs giving notice of the restriction are posted
at every entrance to the alley.

(b) In the coastal zone, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 30103 of
the Public Resources Code, where the alley provides direct access to any
public beach or state waters, the local authority shall comply with Division
20 (commencing with Section 30000) of the Public Resources Code.

(c) In the area administered by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission, where the alley provides direct access to any
public beach, state waters, or wetlands, the local authority shall first obtain
the concurrence by, or on behalf of, the San Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission. The concurrence or objection shall be based on
the permits issued by the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission and in conformance with the policies contained in Title 7.2
(commencing with Section 66600) of the Government Code and Division 19
(commencing with Section 29000) of the Public Resources Code.

(d) The local authority shall provide access to utility vehicular or
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pedestrian traffic in order that the utility may maintain, operate, replace,
remove, or renew existing and functioning utility facilities.

(e) No ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to this section shall
prohibit the delivery of freight by commercial vehicles.

(f) No ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to this section shall be
implemented in a manner that adversely affects the operation of emergency
vehicles or the performance of municipal services.

(g) No ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to this section shall
restrict the access of certain members of the public to the alley, while
permitting others unrestricted access to the alley.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 215, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Signs Required
21103. No ordinance or resolution enacted under Section 21101 shall be

effective until signs giving notice of the local traffic laws are posted at all
entrances to the highway or part thereof affected.

Amended Ch. 671, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Approval of Local Regulations
21104. No ordinance or resolution proposed to be enacted under Section

21101 or subdivision (d) of Section 21100 is effective as to any highway not
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the local authority enacting the same,
except that an ordinance or resolution which is submitted to the Department
of Transportation by a local legislative body in complete draft form for
approval prior to the enactment thereof is effective as to any state highway
or part thereof specified in the written approval of the department.

This section does not preclude the application of an ordinance or
resolution adopted under Section 21101 or subdivision (d) of Section 21100 to
streets maintained by a community services district organized pursuant to
Division 3 (commencing with Section 61000) of Title 6 of the Government
Code. An ordinance or resolution enacted by a local authority
pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 21101 may impose a fine or
penalty of up to one hundred dollars ($100) for a violation of this
code.

Amended Sec. 64, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 177, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material.

Boundary Line Streets
21105. No rule or regulation adopted under Sections 21100 or 21101

shall be effective as to boundary line streets where portions thereof are
within different jurisdictions unless all authorities having jurisdiction of
such portions of the street concerned have approved the same.

Establishment of Crosswalks
21106. (a) Local authorities, by ordinance or resolution, may establish

crosswalks between intersections.
(b) Local authorities may install signs at or adjacent to an intersection

directing that pedestrians shall not cross in a crosswalk indicated at the
intersection. It is unlawful for any pedestrian to cross at the crosswalk
prohibited by a sign.

Amended Ch. 417, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Private Roads
21107. The provisions of this code shall not prevent any city from

adopting rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution, regulating
vehicular traffic on privately owned and maintained roads located within the
boundary of such city, except that no such ordinance or resolution shall be
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effective until signs giving notice thereof are posted on the roads affected.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to any city in which there are
publicly maintained city streets.

Private Roads Open for Public Use
21107.5. (a) Any city or county may, by ordinance or resolution, find and

declare that there are privately owned and maintained roads as described in
the ordinance or resolution within the city or county that are generally held
open for use by the public for vehicular travel and which so connect with
highways that the public cannot determine that the roads are not highways.
Upon enactment by a city or county of the ordinance or resolution, this code
shall apply to the privately owned and maintained road, except as provided
in subdivision (b).

(b) No ordinance or resolution enacted under subdivision (a) shall apply
to any road on which the owner has erected a notice of a size, shape and color
as to be readily legible during daylight hours from a distance of 100 feet to
the effect that the road is privately owned and maintained and that it is not
subject to public traffic regulations or control.

(c) No ordinance or resolution shall be enacted under subdivision (a)
without a public hearing after 10 days’ written notice to the owner of the
privately owned and maintained road involved.

(d) The department shall not be required to provide patrol or enforce any
provision of this code on any privately owned and maintained road, except
those provisions applicable to private property, other than pursuant to this
section.

Amended Ch. 160, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Private Roads Serving Commercial Establishments
21107.6. (a) Any city or county may, by ordinance, find and declare that

there are privately owned and maintained roads as described in such
ordinance within the city or county which are generally held open to the
public for purposes of vehicular travel to serve commercial establishments.
Upon enactment by a city or county of such an ordinance, the provisions of
this code shall apply to any such privately owned and maintained road. No
ordinance shall be enacted under this section without a public hearing
thereon and 10 days’ prior notice to the owner of the privately owned and
maintained road involved.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a) no ordinance
enacted thereunder shall apply to any road described therein on which the
owner has caused to be erected a notice of such size, shape and color as to be
readily legible during daylight hours from a distance of 100 feet, to the effect
that the road is privately owned and maintained and that it is not subject to
public traffic regulations or control.

(c) The department shall not be required to provide patrol or enforce any
provisions of this code on any privately owned and maintained road
subjected to the provisions of this code under this section, except those
provisions applicable to private property other than by action under this
section.

Added Ch. 514, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Private Roads Not Open for Public Use
21107.7. (a) Any city or county may, by ordinance or resolution, find and

declare that there are privately owned and maintained roads as described in
the ordinance or resolution within the city or county that are not generally
held open for use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel but, by reason
of their proximity to or connection with highways, the interests of any
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residents residing along the roads and the motoring public will best be served
by application of the provisions of this code to those roads. No ordinance or
resolution shall be enacted unless there is first filed with the city or county
a petition requesting it by a majority of the owners of any privately owned
and maintained road, or by at least a majority of the board of directors of a
common interest development, as defined by Section 1351 of the Civil Code,
that is responsible for maintaining the road, and without a public hearing
thereon and 10 days’ prior written notice to all owners of the road or all of the
owners in the development. Upon enactment of the ordinance or resolution,
the provisions of this code shall apply to the privately owned and maintained
road if appropriate signs are erected at the entrance to the road of the size,
shape, and color as to be readily legible during daylight hours from a distance
of 100 feet, to the effect that the road is subject to the provisions of this code.
The city or county may impose reasonable conditions and may authorize the
owners, or board of directors of the common interest development, to erect
traffic signs, signals, markings, and devices which conform to the uniform
standards and specifications adopted by the Department of Transportation.

(b) The department shall not be required to provide patrol or enforce any
provisions of this code on any privately owned and maintained road
subjected to the provisions of this code under this section, except those
provisions applicable to private property other than by action under this
section.

(c) As used in this section, “privately owned and maintained roads”
includes roads owned and maintained by a city, county or district that are not
dedicated to use by the public or are not generally held open for use of the
public for purposes of vehicular travel.

Amended Ch. 605, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Private Parking Facilities
21107.8. (a) Any city or county may, by ordinance or resolution, find and

declare that there are privately owned and maintained offstreet parking
facilities as described in the ordinance or resolution within the city or county
that are generally held open for use of the public for purposes of vehicular
parking. Upon enactment by a city or county of the ordinance or resolution,
Sections 22350, 23103, and 23109 and the provisions of Division 16.5
(commencing with Section 38000) shall apply to privately owned and
maintained offstreet parking facilities, except as provided in subdivision (b).

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a), no ordinance or
resolution enacted thereunder shall apply to any offstreet parking facility
described therein unless the owner or operator has caused to be posted in a
conspicuous place at each entrance to that offstreet parking facility a notice
not less than 17 by 22 inches in size with lettering not less than one inch in
height, to the effect that the offstreet parking facility is subject to public
traffic regulations and control.

(c) No ordinance or resolution shall be enacted under subdivision (a)
without a public hearing thereon and 10 days prior written notice to the
owner and operator of the privately owned and maintained offstreet parking
facility involved.

(d) Section 22507.8 may be enforced without enactment of an ordinance
or resolution as required under subdivision (a) or the posting of a notice at
each entrance to the offstreet parking facility as required under subdivision
(b).

(e) The department shall not be required to provide patrol or enforce any
provisions of this code on any privately owned and maintained offstreet
parking facility subject to the provisions of this code under this section except
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those provisions applicable to private property other than by action under
this section.

Amended Ch. 975, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Mobilehome Park: Roads: Local Regulations
21107.9. (a) Any city or county, or city and county, may, by

ordinance or resolution, find and declare that there are privately
owned and maintained roads within a mobilehome park, as defined
in Section 18214 of the Health and Safety Code, or within a
manufactured housing community, as defined in Section 1 8801 of
the Health and Safety Code, within the city or county, or city and
county, that are generally not held open for use by the public for
vehicular travel. Upon enactment of the ordinance or resolution, the
provisions of this code shall apply to the privately owned and
maintained roads within a mobilehome park or manufactured
housing community if appropriate signs are erected at the entrance
or entrances to the mobilehome park or manufactured housing
community of the size, shape, and color as to be readily legible during
daylight hours from a distance of 100 feet, to the effect that the roads
within the park or community are subject to the provisions of this
code. The city or county, or city and county, may impose reasonable
conditions and may authorize the owners of the mobilehome park or
manufactured housing community to erect traffic signs, markings, or
devices which conform to the uniform standards and specifications
adopted by the Department of Transportation.

(b) No ordinance or resolution shall be enacted unless there is
first filed with the city or county a petition requested by the owner or
owners of any privately owned and maintained roads within a
mobilehome park or manufactured housing community, who are
responsible for maintaining the roads.

(c) No ordinance or resolution shall be enacted without a public
hearing thereon and 10 days’ prior written notice to all owners of the
roads within a mobilehome park or manufactured housing
community proposed to be subject to the ordinance or resolution. At
least seven days prior to the public hearing, the owner or manager of
the mobilehome park or manufactured housing community shall post
a written notice about the hearing in a conspicuous area in the park
or community clubhouse, or if no clubhouse exists, in a conspicuous
public place in the park or community.

(d) For purposes of this section, the prima facie speed limit on any
road within a mobilehome park or manufactured housing
community shall be 15 miles per hour. This section does not preclude
a mobilehome park or manufactured housing community from
requesting a higher or lower speed limit if an engineering and traffic
survey has been conducted within the community supporting that
request.

(e) The department is not required to provide patrol or enforce any
provision of this code on any privately owned and maintained road
within a mobilehome park or manufactured housing community,
except those provisions applicable to private property other than by
action under this section.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 284, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Private Roads Leading to Airports
21108. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

or resolution regulating vehicular traffic on privately owned and maintained
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roads or ways within the boundaries of a privately owned airport, when the
roads or ways are expressly open to the general public for purposes of
vehicular traffic.

The rules or regulations shall not be effective until appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are posted along the roads or ways affected.

Tunnels, Bridges, and Viaducts
21109. (a) Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by

ordinance or resolution regulating vehicular and pedestrian traffic in
subways, tubes, and tunnels or upon bridges or viaducts.

(b) The proposed ordinance or resolution shall not be effective as to any
state highway until approved in writing by the Department of
Transportation. The Department of Transportation, in considering any
proposed ordinance or resolution to prohibit or restrict the use by cargo tank
vehicles displaying flammable liquids placards in tunnels of a length of 300
feet or greater, shall consult with the Department of the California Highway
Patrol and hold a public hearing as provided in Section 21109.5 of the Vehicle
Code. In evaluating the feasibility of prohibiting or restricting the use of the
structure by cargo tank vehicles displaying flammable liquids placards, the
Department of Transportation shall conduct a traffic and engineering survey
which includes an analysis of the relative risks to public safety in
determining the feasibility of reasonable alternative routes.

(c) The rules or regulations shall not be effective until appropriate signs
have been posted giving notice thereof to drivers and pedestrians
approaching the highway structures.

Amended Ch. 1255, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Public Hearings
21109.5. (a) No restriction or prohibition shall be effective pursuant to

subdivision (b) of Section 21109 or Section 34020.5 except upon notice and
hearing in the manner prescribed in this section.

(b) Notice of hearing shall be published pursuant to Section 6064 of the
Government Code. The notice shall advise all interested parties that they
may submit written or oral objections to the proposed action and shall
designate a time and place for presentation of the objections. The time for
submission of objections shall not expire, and the hearings shall not be held,
less than 60 days after the first publication of notice. The hearing shall be
conducted by the Department of Transportation and interested parties shall
be accorded an adequate opportunity to be heard with respect to their
objections.

Added Ch. 1255, Stats. 1982. Effective July 1, 1983.

Railroad Crossings
21110. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

or resolution to require that all vehicles stop before entering or crossing the
tracks at any highway railroad grade crossing when signs are in place giving
notice thereof, but no such ordinance shall be effective unless approved by an
order of the Public Utilities Commission.

Housing Projects
21111. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

or resolution regulating vehicular traffic on privately owned and maintained
roads or ways within the boundaries of any housing project or within the site
of any housing owned or operated by a housing authority created under and
by virtue of the Housing Authorities Law, commencing at Section 34200 of
the Health and Safety Code, on privately owned and maintained roads or
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ways within areas which would be a residence district if the road or way were
a public highway, or, with the consent of the owner, on publicly owned and
maintained roads and ways within areas which are not owned by such local
authorities. The rules or regulations shall not be effective until appropriate
signs giving notice thereof are posted along the roads or ways affected.

Taxicab and Bus Stands
21112. Local authorities may by ordinance license and regulate the

location of stands on streets and highways for use by taxicabs and other
public carriers for hire in their respective jurisdictions. No such ordinance
shall be effective as to any state highway until approved in writing by the
Department of Transportation. Where maintenance of any state highway is
delegated by such department to a city, such approval is not required.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Driving or Parking on Public Grounds
21113. (a) No person shall drive any vehicle or animal, nor shall any

person stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle or animal, whether attended
or unattended, upon the driveways, paths, parking facilities, or the grounds
of any public school, state university, state college, unit of the state park
system, county park, municipal airport, rapid transit district, transit
development board, transit district, joint powers agency operating or
managing a commuter rail system, or any property under the direct control
of the legislative body of a municipality, or any state, county, or hospital
district institution or building, or any educational institution exempted, in
whole or in part, from taxation, or any harbor improvement district or harbor
district formed pursuant to Part 2 (commencing with Section 5800) or Part 3
(commencing with Section 6000) of Division 8 of the Harbors and Navigation
Code, a district organized pursuant to Part 3 (commencing with Section
27000) of Division 16 of the Streets and Highways Code, or state grounds
served by the Department of the California Highway Patrol, or any property
under the possession or control of a housing authority formed pursuant to
Article 2 (commencing with Section 34240) of Part 2 of Division 24 of the
Health and Safety Code, except with the permission of, and upon and subject
to any condition or regulation which may be imposed by the legislative body
of the municipality, or the governing board or officer of the public school,
state university, state college, county park, municipal airport, rapid transit
district, transit development board, transit district, joint powers agency
operating or managing a commuter rail system, or state, county, or hospital
district institution or building, or educational institution, or harbor district,
or a district organized pursuant to Part 3 (commencing with Section 27000)
of Division 16 of the Streets and Highways Code, or housing authority, or the
Director of Parks and Recreation regarding units of the state park system or
the state agency with jurisdiction over the grounds served by the
Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(b) Every governing board, legislative body, or officer shall erect or place
appropriate signs giving notice of any special conditions or regulations that
are imposed under this section and every board, legislative body, or officer
shall also prepare and keep available at the principal administrative office of
the board, legislative body, or officer, for examination by all interested
persons, a written statement of all those special conditions and regulations
adopted under this section.

(c) When any governing board, legislative body, or officer permits public
traffic upon the driveways, paths, parking facilities, or grounds under their
control then, except for those conditions imposed or regulations enacted by
the governing board, legislative body, or officer applicable to the traffic, all
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the provisions of this code relating to traffic upon the highways shall be
applicable to the traffic upon the driveways, paths, parking facilities, or
grounds.

(d) With respect to the permitted use of vehicles or animals on property
under the direct control of the legislative body of a municipality, no change
in the use of vehicles or animals on the property, which had been permitted
on January 1, 1976, shall be effective unless and until the legislative body,
at a meeting open to the general public, determines that the use of vehicles
or animals on the property should be prohibited or regulated.

(e) A transit development board may adopt ordinances, rules, or
regulations to restrict, or specify the conditions for, the use of bicycles,
motorized bicycles, skateboards, and roller skates on property under the
control of, or any portion of property used by, the board.

(f) A public agency, including, but not limited to, the Regents of the
University of California and the Trustees of the California State University,
may adopt rules or regulations to restrict, or specify the conditions for, the
use of bicycles, motorized bicycles, skateboards, and roller skates on public
property under the jurisdiction of that agency.

(g) “Housing authority,” for the purposes of this section, means a housing
authority located within a county with a population of over six million people,
and any other housing authority that complies with the requirements of this
section.

Amended Ch. 274, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Sec. 69, Ch. 305, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Aircraft on Local Roads
21114. If a local authority finds that a city street or county road under

its jurisdiction adjacent to an airport has been specifically designed and
constructed, with the prior approval of the local authority, so as to safely
permit the use thereof by regular vehicular traffic and also the taxiing of
aircraft thereon between the airport and the place where such aircraft are
hangared or tied down, the local authority may by resolution or ordinance
designate such street or road or portion thereof for such combined use and
precribe rules and regulations therefor which shall have the force of law. No
such street or road shall be so designated for a distance of more than one-half
mile from the airport, provided, the finding of the local authority in this
respect shall be conclusive. Upon such designation becoming effective, it
shall be the sole responsibility of the local authority to enforce the provisions
of the Vehicle Code and all rules and regulations adopted by it upon such
street or road. Upon such designation becoming effective it shall be lawful to
taxi aircraft upon such street or road in accordance with the rules and
regulations prescribed as aforesaid and said aircraft need not be licensed
under this code or comply with other provisions thereof.

Added Ch. 537, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Electric Carts on Sidewalks
21114.5. Notwithstanding Section 21663 or any other provision of this

code, local authorities may, by ordinance, authorize the operation of electric
carts by physically disabled persons, by persons 50 years of age or older, or,
while in the course of their employment, by employees of the United States
Postal Service, state and local governmental agencies, or utility companies,
on public sidewalks. Any ordinance shall, however, contain provisions
requiring any disabled person or person 50 years of age or older who owns or
leases an electric cart to apply to the local authority for a permit and an
identification sticker to so operate the cart, and requiring the person to affix
the sticker to the cart in order to operate it on the sidewalk. The permit and



Div. 11 —641— §21115.1
sticker shall become invalid if the person ceases to operate, own, or lease the
cart.

This section does not apply to devices described in subdivision (b) of
Section 415.

Amended Sec. 125, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Golf Carts on Local Highways
21115. (a) If a local authority finds that a highway under its jurisdiction

is located adjacent to, or provides access to, a golf course and between the golf
course and the place where golf carts are parked or stored or is within or
bounded by a real estate development offering golf facilities and is designed
and constructed, so as to safely permit the use of regular vehicular traffic and
also the driving of golf carts on the highway, the local authority may, by
resolution or ordinance, designate the highway or portion of the highway for
combined use and prescribe rules and regulations that shall have the force of
law. No highway shall be so designated for a distance of more than one mile
from the golf course if the highway is not located within a development or
beyond the area of a development, provided, the finding of the local authority
in this respect shall be conclusive. Upon the designation becoming effective
it shall be lawful to drive golf carts upon the highway in accordance with the
prescribed rules and regulations. The rules and regulations may establish
crossing zones and speed limits and other operating standards but shall not
require that the golf carts conform to any requirements of this code with
respect to registration, licensing, or equipment, except that if operated
during darkness the golf cart shall be subject to the provisions of Section
24001.5 regarding equipment.

The rules and regulations shall not be effective until appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are posted along the highway affected.

A “real estate development offering golf facilities”, for purposes of this
section, means an area of single-family or multiple-family residences, the
owners or occupants of which are eligible for membership in, or the use of,
one or more golf courses within the development by virtue of their ownership
or occupancy of a residential dwelling unit in the development.

(b) For purposes of this section, a “golf cart” includes a low-speed vehicle.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Golf Cart Crossing Zones
21115.1. (a) Notwithstanding Section 21115, a local authority may, by

ordinance or resolution, establish crossing zones, for use by golf carts at any
time other than during darkness, on any street, other than a state highway,
that has a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour or less and that is
immediately adjacent to a golf course. The crossing zones shall be at an angle
of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of the roadway. The ordinance
or resolution shall not become effective until submitted to the law
enforcement agency having primary jurisdiction over the street, the law
enforcement agency finds and determines that the conditions pertaining to
that street, with the addition of proper signs, markers, or lighting, or any
combination of those, will permit the establishment of a golf cart crossing
with reasonable safety, and the signs, markers, or lighting specified by the
law enforcement agency are in place.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not constitute precedent for the operation of golf
carts on any street or highway other than in a crossing zone established
pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) For purposes of this section, a “golf cart” includes a low-speed vehicle.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
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Levees, Banks of Waterways, and Pipeline Rights-of-Way
21116. (a) No person shall drive any motor vehicle upon a roadway

located on a levee, canal bank, natural watercourse bank, or pipeline right-
of-way if the responsibility for maintenance of the levee, canal bank, natural
watercourse bank, or pipeline right-of-way is vested in the state or in a
reclamation, levee, drainage, water or irrigation district, or other local
agency, unless such person has received permission to drive upon such
roadway from the agency responsible for such maintenance, or unless such
roadway has been dedicated as a public right-of-way.

(b) For this section to be applicable to a particular levee, canal bank,
natural watercourse bank, or pipeline right-of-way, the state or other agency
having responsibility for maintenance of the levee, canal bank, natural
watercourse bank, or pipeline right-of-way, shall erect or place appropriate
signs giving notice that permission is required to be obtained to drive a motor
vehicle thereon and giving notice of any special conditions or regulations that
are imposed pursuant to this section and shall prepare and keep available at
the principal office of the state agency or other agency affected or of the board
of such agency, for examination by all interested persons, a written
statement, in conformity with the existing rights of such agency to control
access to the roadway, describing the nature of the vehicles, if any, to which
such permission might be granted and the conditions, regulations, and
procedure for the acquisition of such permission adopted pursuant to this
section.

(c) Nothing in this section prohibits the establishment of bicycle paths or
routes (as prescribed by Article6.5 (commencing with Section 5078) of
Chapter 1 of Division 5 of the Public Resources Code) on levees, canal banks,
natural watercourse banks, or pipeline rights-of-way.

Amended Ch. 1361, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.

Local Authorities: Transfer of Responsibilities: Ecological Reserves 
and Environmentally Sensitive Areas

21117. (a) Local authorities may, notwithstanding Section 21101 or
21101.6, by written agreement approved by their legislative bodies, transfer
among themselves the responsibility for maintaining, operating, or
controlling public access to any highway under their respective jurisdictions
located in or adjacent to an ecological reserve or an environmentally
sensitive area within their respective jurisdictions.

(b) An agreement entered into pursuant to subdivision (a) may authorize
the local authority having responsibility for the highway under the
agreement to do all of the following:

(1) Limit access by motor vehicles to the highway during certain hours of
the day or certain days of the week.

(2) Prohibit access by motor vehicles during certain hours of the day or
certain days of the week.

(3) Provide for the construction or erection of barricades or other devices
designed or intended to separate pedestrians from vehicles or motor vehicles.

(4) Establish and operate a program by which vehicular access is
permitted only in conjunction with specified educational programs or for
disabled persons, or both.

(5) Issue temporary permits for special events valid for less than one day.
(c) As used in this section, the term “ecological reserve” has the same

meaning as defined in Section 1584 of the Fish and Game Code, and
“environmentally sensitive area” has the same meaning as defined in Section
30107.5 of the Public Resources Code.

Added Ch. 541, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.
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Article 4. Operation of Bicycles

Laws Applicable to Bicycle Use: Peace Officer Exemption
21200. (a) Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the

rights and is subject to all the provisions applicable to the driver of a vehicle
by this division, including, but not limited to, provisions concerning driving
under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs, and by Division 10
(commencing with Section 20000), Section 27400, Division 16.7 (commencing
with Section 39000), Division 17 (commencing with Section 40000.1), and
Division 18 (commencing with Section 42000), except those provisions which
by their very nature can have no application.

(b) (1) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with
Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, operating a bicycle during
the course of his or her duties is exempt from the requirements of subdivision
(a), except as those requirements relate to driving under the influence of
alcoholic beverages or drugs, if the bicycle is being operated under any of the
following circumstances:

(A) In response to an emergency call.
(B) While engaged in rescue operations.
(C) In the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law. 
(2) This subdivision does not relieve a peace officer from the duty to

operate a bicycle with due regard for the safety of all persons using the
highway.

Amended Ch. 357, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Riding Bicycle Under Influence of Alcohol or Drugs
21200.5. Notwithstanding Section 21200, it is unlawful for any person to

ride a bicycle upon a highway while under the influence of an alcoholic
beverage or any drug, or under the combined influence of an alcoholic
beverage and any drug. Any person arrested for a violation of this section
may request to have a chemical test made of the person’s blood, breath, or
urine for the purpose of determining the alcoholic or drug content of that
person’s blood pursuant to Section 23612, and, if so requested, the arresting
officer shall have the test performed. A conviction of a violation of this section
shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250).
Violations of this section are subject to Section 13202.5.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 740, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 17, Ch. 22, Stats. 1999. Effective May 26, 1999. 

Equipment Requirements
21201. (a) No person shall operate a bicycle on a roadway unless it is

equipped with a brake which will enable the operator to make one braked
wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

(b) No person shall operate on the highway any bicycle equipped with
handlebars so raised that the operator must elevate his hands above the level
of his shoulders in order to grasp the normal steering grip area.

(c) No person shall operate upon any highway a bicycle which is of such a
size as to prevent the operator from safely stopping the bicycle, supporting it
in an upright position with at least one foot on the ground, and restarting it
in a safe manner.

(d) Every bicycle operated upon any highway during darkness shall be
equipped (1) with a lamp emitting a white light which, while the bicycle is in
motion, illuminates the highway in front of the bicyclist and is visible from a
distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the bicycle; (2) with a red
reflector on the rear which shall be visible from a distance of 500 feet to the
rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor
vehicle; (3) with a white or yellow reflector on each pedal visible from the
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front and rear of the bicycle from a distance of 200 feet; and (4) with a white
or yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the bicycle, and with
a white or red reflector on each side to the rear of the center of the bicycle,
except that bicycles which are equipped with reflectorized tires on the front
and the rear need not be equipped with these side reflectors. Such reflectors
and reflectorized tires shall be of a type meeting requirements established by
the department.

(e) A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light, attached to the
operator and visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of
the bicycle, may be used in lieu of the lamp required by clause (1) of
subdivision (d).

Amended Ch. 723, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Bicycle or Motorized Bicycle Lights
21201.3. (a) A bicycle or motorized bicycle used by a peace officer, as

defined in Section 830.1 of, subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (i) of
Section 830.2 of, subdivision (b) or (d) of Section 830.31 of, subdivision (a) or
(b) of Section 830.32 of, Section 830.33 of, subdivision (a) of Section 830.36 of,
subdivision (a) of Section 830.4 of, or Section 830.6 of, the Penal Code, in the
performance of the peace officer’s duties, may display a steady or flashing
blue warning light that is visible from the front, sides, or rear of the bicycle
or motorized bicycle.

(b) No person shall display a steady or flashing blue warning light on a
bicycle or motorized bicycle except as authorized under subdivision (a).

Added Sec. 65, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Reflectorized Equipment
21201.5. (a) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a reflex reflector or

reflectorized tire of a type required on a bicycle unless it meets requirements
established by the department. If there exists a federal Consumer Product
Safety Commission regulation applicable to bicycle reflectors, the provisions
of that regulation shall prevail over provisions of this code or requirements
established by the department pursuant to this code relative to bicycle
reflectors.

(b) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a new bicycle that is not equipped
with a red reflector on the rear, a white or yellow reflector on each pedal
visible from the front and rear of the bicycle, a white or yellow reflector on
each side forward of the center of the bicycle, and a white or red reflector on
each side to the rear of the center of the bicycle, except that bicycles which
are equipped with reflectorized tires on the front and rear need not be
equipped with these side reflectors.

(c) Area reflectorizing material meeting the requirements of Section
25500 may be used on a bicycle.

Amended Ch. 399, Stats. 1980. Effective July 11, 1980.

Operation on Roadway
21202. (a) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed

less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at that
time shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the
roadway except under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in
the same direction.

(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road
or driveway.

(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not
limited to, fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals,
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surface hazards, or substandard width lanes) that make it unsafe to continue
along the right-hand curb or edge, subject to the provisions of Section 21656.
For purposes of this section, a “substandard width lane” is a lane that is too
narrow for a bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway of a highway, which

highway carries traffic in one direction only and has two or more marked
traffic lanes, may ride as near the left-hand curb or edge of that roadway as
practicable.

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 674, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Hitching Rides
21203. No person riding upon any motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bicycle,

coaster, roller skates, sled, or toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself to
any streetcar or vehicle on the roadway.

Amended Ch. 813, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Riding on Bicycle
21204. (a) No person operating a bicycle upon a highway shall ride other

than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat attached thereto.
(b) No operator shall allow a person riding as a passenger, and no person

shall ride as a passenger, on a bicycle upon a highway other than upon or
astride a separate seat attached thereto. If the passenger is four years of age
or younger, or weighs 40 pounds or less, the seat shall have adequate
provision for retaining the passenger in place and for protecting the
passenger from the moving parts of the bicycle. 

Amended Ch. 1000, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Carrying Articles
21205. No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or

Article which prevents the operator from keeping at least one hand upon
the handlebars.

Added Ch. 479, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Local Regulation
21206. This chapter does not prevent local authorities, by ordinance,

from regulating the registration of bicycles and the parking and operation of
bicycles on pedestrian or bicycle facilities, provided such regulation is not in
conflict with the provisions of this code.

Amended Ch. 751, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Bicycle Lanes
21207. (a) This chapter does not prohibit local authorities from

establishing, by ordinance or resolution, bicycle lanes separated from any
vehicular lanes upon highways, other than state highways as defined in
Section 24 of the Streets and Highways Code and county highways
established pursuant to Article5 (commencing with Section 1720) of Chapter
9 of Division 2 of the Streets and Highways Code. 

(b) Bicycle lanes established pursuant to this section shall be constructed
in compliance with Section 891 of the Streets and Highways Code. 

Amended Ch. 517, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Motorized Bicycles: Prohibited Operation
21207.5. Notwithstanding Sections 21207 and 23127 of this code, or any

other provision of law, no motorized bicycle may be operated on a bicycle path
or trail, bikeway, bicycle lane established pursuant to Section 21207,
equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail, unless it is within or adjacent
to a roadway or unless the local authority or the governing body of a public
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agency having jurisdiction over such path or trail permits, by ordinance, such
operation.

Amended Ch. 373, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Permitted Movements from Bicycle Lanes
21208. (a) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway

pursuant to Section 21207, any person operating a bicycle upon the roadway
at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction
at that time shall ride within the bicycle lane, except that the person may
move out of the lane under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle, vehicle, or pedestrian
within the lane or about to enter the lane if the overtaking and passing
cannot be done safely within the lane.

(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road
or driveway.

(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or
other hazardous conditions.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) No person operating a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane until the

movement can be made with reasonable safety and then only after giving an
appropriate signal in the manner provided in Chapter 6 (commencing with
Section 22100) in the event that any vehicle may be affected by the
movement.

Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 674, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Motor Vehicles and Motorized Bicycles in Bicycle Lanes
21209. (a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane

established on a roadway pursuant to Section 21207 except as follows:
(1) To park where parking is permitted.
(2) To enter or leave the roadway.
(3) To prepare for a turn within a distance of 200 feet from the

intersection.
(b) This section does not prohibit the use of a motorized bicycle in a bicycle

lane, pursuant to Section 21207.5, at a speed no greater than is reasonable
or prudent, having due regard for visibility, traffic conditions, and the
condition of the roadway surface of the bicycle lane, and in a manner which
does not endanger the safety of bicyclists.

Amended Ch. 262, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Bicycle Parking
21210. No person shall leave a bicycle lying on its side on any sidewalk,

or shall park a bicycle on a sidewalk in any other position, so that there is not
an adequate path for pedestrian traffic. Local authorities may, by ordinance
or resolution, prohibit bicycle parking in designated areas of the public
highway, provided that appropriate signs are erected.

Added Ch. 751, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Obstruction of Bikeways or Bicycle Paths or Trails
21211. (a) No person may stop, stand, sit, or loiter upon any class I

bikeway, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section 890.4 of the Streets and
Highways Code, or any other public or private bicycle path or trail, if the
stopping, standing, sitting, or loitering impedes or blocks the normal and
reasonable movement of any bicyclist.

(b) No person may place or park any bicycle, vehicle, or any other object
upon any bikeway or bicycle path or trail, as specified in subdivision (a),
which impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable movement of any
bicyclist unless the placement or parking is necessary for safe operation or is
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otherwise in compliance with the law.
(c) This section does not apply to drivers or owners of utility or public

utility vehicles, as provided in Section 22512.
(d) This section does not apply to owners or drivers of vehicles who make

brief stops while engaged in the delivery of newspapers to customers along
the person’'s route.

(e) This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a rubbish or
garbage truck while actually engaged in the collection of rubbish or garbage
within a business or residence district if the front turn signal lamps at each
side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn signal
lamps at each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously.

(f) This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a tow vehicle while
actually engaged in the towing of a vehicle if the front turn signal lamps at
each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn
signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously.

Amended Ch. 517, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 21, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 127, Stats. 2001. Effective July 30, 2001. 

Youth Bicycle Helmets: Minors
21212. (a) A person under 18 years of age shall not operate a bicycle, a

nonmotorized scooter, or a skateboard, nor shall they wear in-line or
roller skates, nor ride upon a bicycle, a nonmotorized scooter, or a ( ) 1

skateboard as a passenger, upon a street, bikeway, as defined in Section
890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, or any other public bicycle path or
trail unless that person is wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle
helmet that meets the standards of ( ) 2 either the American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM) or the United States Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC), or standards subsequently
established by those entities. This requirement also applies to a person
who rides upon a bicycle while in a restraining seat that is attached to the
bicycle or in a trailer towed by the bicycle.

(b) Any helmet sold or offered for sale for use by operators and passengers
of bicycles, nonmotorized scooters, skateboards, or in-line or roller
skates shall be conspicuously labeled in accordance with the standard
described in subdivision (a) which shall constitute the manufacturer’s
certification that the helmet conforms to the applicable safety standards.

(c) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, for use by an operator or
passenger of a bicycle, nonmotorized scooter, skateboard, or in-line or
roller skates any safety helmet which is not of a type meeting requirements
established by this section.

(d) Any charge under this subdivision shall be dismissed when the person
charged alleges in court, under oath, that the charge against the person is
the first charge against that person under this subdivision, unless it is
otherwise established in court that the charge is not the first charge against
the person.

(e) Except as provided in subdivision (d), a violation of this section is an
infraction punishable by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25).

The parent or legal guardian having control or custody of an
unemancipated minor whose conduct violates this section shall be jointly and
severally liable with the minor for the amount of the fine imposed pursuant
to this subdivision.

(f) Notwithstanding Section 1463 of the Penal Code or any other provision
of law, the fines collected for a violation of this section shall be allocated as
follows:
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(1) Seventy-two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be
deposited in a special account of the county health department, to be used for
bicycle, nonmotorized scooter, skateboard, and in-line and roller
skate safety education and for assisting low-income families in obtaining
approved bicycle helmets for children under the age of 18 years, either on a
loan or purchase basis. The county may contract for the implementation of
this program, which, to the extent practicable, shall be operated in
conjunction with the child passenger restraint program pursuant to Section
27360.

(2) Two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be deposited in
the county treasury to be used by the county to administer the program
described in paragraph (1).

(3) If the violation occurred within a city, 25 percent of the amount
collected shall be transferred to and deposited in the treasury of that city. If
the violation occurred in an unincorporated area, this 25 percent shall be
deposited and used pursuant to paragraph (1).

Added Ch. 1000, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 674, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 475, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “bicycle”
2. “the American National Standards Institute (ANSI Z 90.4 bicycle helmet standard), the Snell

Memorial Foundation’s Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling, or the American So-
ciety for Testing Materials (ASTM F-1447 standard”

Article5. Operation of Motorized Scooters
(Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.)

Motorized Scooters: Legislative Intent
21220. (a) The Legislature finds and declares both of the following:
(1) This state has severe traffic congestion and air pollution problems,

particularly in its cities, and finding ways to reduce these problems is of
paramount importance.

(2) Motorized scooters that meet the definition of Section 407.5 produce
no emissions and, therefore, do not contribute to increased air pollution or
increase traffic congestion.

(b) It is the intent of the Legislature in adding this Articleto promote the
use of alternative low-emission or no-emission transportation.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Motorized Scooters: Definition
21220.5. For the purposes of this article, a motorized scooter is defined

in Section 407.5.
Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Operation of Motorized Scooters
21221. Every person operating a motorized scooter upon a highway has

all the rights and is subject to all the provisions applicable to the driver of a
vehicle by this division, including, but not limited to, provisions concerning
driving under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs, and by Division
10 (commencing with Section 20000), Division 17 (commencing with Section
40000.1), and Division 18 (commencing with Section 42000), except those
provisions which, by their very nature, can have no application.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Driving Under the Influence
21221.5. Notwithstanding Section 21221, it is unlawful for any person to

operate a motorized scooter upon a highway while under the influence of an
alcoholic beverage or any drug, or under the combined influence of an
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alcoholic beverage and any drug. Any person arrested for a violation of this
section may request to have a chemical test made of the person’s blood or
breath for the purpose of determining the alcoholic or drug content of that
person’s blood pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 23612, and, if so
requested, the arresting officer shall have the test performed. A conviction of
a violation of this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than two
hundred fifty dollars ($250).

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 25, Ch. 287, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Operation of Motorized Scooters During Darkness: Equipment
21223. (a) Every motorized scooter operated upon any highway during

darkness shall be equipped with the following:
(1) Except as provided in subdivision (b), a lamp emitting a white light

which, while the motorized scooter is in motion, illuminates the highway in
front of the operator and is visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and
from the sides of the motorized scooter.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (c), a red reflector on the rear that
is visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when directly in front of
lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle.

(3) A white or yellow reflector on each side visible from the front and rear
of the motorized scooter from a distance of 200 feet.

(b) A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light, attached to the
operator and visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of
the motorized scooter, may be used in lieu of the lamp required by paragraph
(1) of subdivision (a).

(c) A red reflector, or reflectorized material meeting the requirements of
Section 25500, attached to the operator and visible from a distance of 500 feet
to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a
motor vehicle, may be used in lieu of the reflector required by paragraph (2)
of subdivision (a).

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Motorized Scooters: Not Defined As “Motor Vehicle”
21224. (a) A person operating a motorized scooter is not subject to the

provisions of this code relating to financial responsibility, registration, and
license plate requirements, and, for those purposes, a motorized scooter is
not a motor vehicle.

(b) A motorized scooter is exempt from the equipment requirements in
Division 12 (commencing with Section 24000), except for Sections 24003 and
27400, Article4 (commencing with Section 27450) of Chapter 5 of Division 12,
and Section 27602.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), any motorized scooter may be
equipped with equipment authorized by Division 12 (commencing with
Section 24000).

(d) Any motorized scooter equipped with lighting equipment that is
authorized by Division 12 (commencing with Section 24000) shall meet the
lighting requirements in Article1 (commencing with Section 24250) of
Chapter 2 of Division 12 for that equipment.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Motorized Scooters: Local Regulations
21225. This Articledoes not prevent local authorities, by ordinance, from

regulating the registration of motorized scooters and the parking and
operation of motorized scooters on pedestrian or bicycle facilities, if the
regulation is not in conflict with this code.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
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Motorized Scooters: Operation Requirements
21227. (a) A motorized scooter shall comply with one of the following:
(1) Operate in a manner so that the electric motor is disengaged or ceases

to function when the brakes are applied.
(2) Operate in a manner so that the motor is engaged through a switch or

mechanism that, when released, will cause the electric motor to disengage or
cease to function.

(b) It is unlawful for a person to operate a motorized scooter that does not
meet one of the requirements of subdivision (a).

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Driving At Less Than Normal Speed 
of Traffic

21228. (a) Any person operating a motorized scooter upon a highway at
a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at
that time shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or right
edge of the roadway, except under the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same
direction.

(2) When preparing for a left turn, the operator shall stop and dismount
as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway
and complete the turn by crossing the roadway on foot, subject to the
restrictions placed on pedestrians in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section
21950).

(3) (A) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions, including, but not
limited to, fixed or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals,
surface hazards, or substandard width lanes, which make it unsafe to
continue along the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway, subject to
Section 21656.

(B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A), a “substandard width lane” is
a lane that is too narrow for a motorized scooter and another vehicle to travel
safely side by side within the lane.

(4) Any person operating a motorized scooter upon a highway that carries
traffic in one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes may
operate the motorized scooter as near the left-hand curb or left edge of that
roadway as practicable.

 However, when preparing for a right turn, the operator shall stop and
dismount as close as practicable to the left-hand curb or left edge of the
highway and complete the turn by crossing the roadway on foot, subject to
the restrictions placed on pedestrians in Chapter 5 (commencing with
Section 21950).

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Bicycle Lanes
21229. (a) Whenever a class II bicycle lane has been established on a

roadway, any person operating a motorized scooter upon the roadway shall
ride within the bicycle lane, except that the person may move out of the lane
under any of the following situations:

(1) When overtaking and passing another vehicle or pedestrian within
the lane or when about to enter the lane if the overtaking and passing cannot
be done safely within the lane.

(2) When preparing for a left turn, the operator shall stop and dismount
as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or right edge of the roadway
and complete the turn by crossing the roadway on foot, subject to the
restrictions placed on pedestrians in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section
21950).
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(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or
other hazardous conditions.

(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) No person operating a motorized scooter shall leave a bicycle lane

until the movement can be made with reasonable safety and then only after
giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided in Chapter 6
(commencing with Section 22100) in the event that any vehicle may be
affected by the movement.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Local Regulation of Bicycle Paths, 
Trails, or Bikeways

21230. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a motorized scooter
may be operated on a bicycle path or trail or bikeway, unless the local
authority or the governing body of a local agency having jurisdiction over
that path, trail, or bikeway prohibits that operation by ordinance.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Operation of Motorized Scooters: Prohibitions
21235. The operator of a motorized scooter shall not do any of the

following:
(a) Operate a motorized scooter unless it is equipped with a brake that

will enable the operator to make a braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean
pavement.

(b) Operate a motorized scooter on a highway with a speed limit in excess
of 25 miles per hour unless the motorized scooter is operated within a class
II bicycle lane.

(c) Operate a motorized scooter without wearing a properly fitted and
fastened bicycle helmet that meets the standards described in Section 21212.

(d) Operate a motorized scooter when the operator is under the age of 16
years.

(e) Operate a motorized scooter with any passengers in addition to the
operator.

(f) Operate a motorized scooter carrying any package, bundle, or Article
that prevents the operator from keeping at least one hand upon the
handlebars.

(g) Operate a motorized scooter upon a sidewalk, except as may be
necessary to enter or leave adjacent property.

(h) Operate a motorized scooter on the highway with the handlebars
raised so that the operator must elevate his or her hands above the level of
his or her shoulders in order to grasp the normal steering grip area.

(i) Leave a motorized scooter lying on its side on any sidewalk, or park a
motorized scooter on a sidewalk in any other position, so that there is not an
adequate path for pedestrian traffic.

(j) Attach the motorized scooter or himself or herself while on the
roadway, by any means, to any other vehicle on the roadway.

Added Sec. 5, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Article5. Operation of Low-Speed Vehicles
(Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.)

Low-Speed Vehicles: Defined
21250. For the purposes of this article, a low-speed vehicle means a

vehicle as defined in Section 385.5. 
Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
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Low-Speed Vehicles: Subject to Motor Vehicle Provisions
21251. Except as provided in Sections 4023, 21115, and 21115.1, a low-

speed vehicle is subject to all the provisions applicable to a motor vehicle, and
the driver of a low-speed vehicle is subject to all the provisions applicable to
the driver of a motor vehicle or other vehicle, when applicable, by this code
or any other code, with the exception of those provisions which, by their very
nature, can have no application.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Low-Speed Vehicles: Vehicle Dealer Disclosure Statement
21252. A vehicle dealer, selling a low-speed vehicle, shall provide to the

buyer a disclosure statement regarding the operation of the vehicle that is in
compliance with existing provisions of the California Code of Regulations.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Low-Speed Vehicles
21253. A low-speed vehicle operated or parked on the roadway shall at

all times meet federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards established for low-
speed vehicles in Section 571.500 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Low-Speed Vehicles: Modified or Altered Vehicles
21254. A motor vehicle that was originally designated as a low-speed

vehicle and that has been modified or altered to exceed 25 miles per hour
shall not qualify for the relaxed federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards
established for low-speed vehicles and instead shall meet all federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards for a passenger vehicle.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Low-Speed Vehicles: Prohibitions
21260. (a) Except as provided in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b), the

operator of a low-speed vehicle shall not operate the vehicle on any roadway
with a speed limit in excess of 35 miles per hour.

(b) (1) The operator of a low-speed vehicle may cross a roadway with a
speed limit in excess of 35 miles per hour if the crossing begins and ends on
a roadway with a speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less and occurs at an
intersection of approximately 90 degrees.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the operator of a low-speed vehicle
shall not traverse an uncontrolled intersection with any state highway
unless that intersection has been approved and authorized by the agency
having primary traffic enforcement responsibilities for that crossing by a
low-speed vehicle.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Low-Speed Vehicles: Restrictions and Prohibitions By Local 
Authorities or Department of the California Highway Patrol

21266. (a) Notwithstanding Section 21260, local authorities, by
ordinance or resolution, may restrict or prohibit the use of low-speed
vehicles.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 21260, a local law enforcement agency with
primary traffic enforcement responsibilities or the Department of the
California Highway Patrol may prohibit the operation of a low-speed vehicle
on any roadway under that agency’s or department’s jurisdiction when the
agency or the department deems the prohibition to be in the best interest of
public safety. Any such prohibition shall become effective when appropriate
signs giving notice thereof are erected upon the roadway.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 140, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
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Article6. Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Devices
(Added and repealed Sec. 6, Ch. 979, Stats. 2002. Effective March 1, 2003. 

Repeal operative January 1, 2008.)

Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device: Legislative Intent
21280. (a) The Legislature finds and declares the following:
(1) This state has severe traffic congestion and air pollution

problems, particularly in its cities, and finding ways to reduce these
problems is of paramount importance.

(2) Electric personal assistive mobility devices that meet the
definition contained in Section 313 operate solely on electricity and
employ advances in technology to safely integrate the user in
pedestrian transportation.

(3) Electric personal assistive mobility devices would enable
California businesses, public officials, and individuals to travel
farther and carry more w use of traditional vehicles, thereby
promoting gains in productivity, minimizing environmental impacts,
and facilitating better use of public ways.

(b) The Legislature is adding this Articleas part of its program to
promote the use of no-emission transportation.

Added and repealed Sec. 6, Ch. 979, Stats. 2002. Effective March 1, 2003. Repeal operative
January 1, 2008.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2008, and as of that date is repealed.

Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device: Definition
21280.5. For purposes of this article, an electric personal assistive

mobility device is defined in Section 313.
Added and repealed Sec. 6, Ch. 979, Stats. 2002. Effective March 1, 2003. Repeal operative

January 1, 2008.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2008, and as of that date is repealed.

Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device: Safety Equipment
21281. Every electric personal assistive mobility device, or

EPAMD, shall be equipped with the following safety mechanisms:
(a) Front, rear, and side reflectors.
(b) A system that enables the operator to bring the device to a

controlled stop.
(c) If the EPAMD is operated between one-half hour after sunset

and one-half hour before sunrise, a lamp emitting a white light that,
while the EPAMD is in motion, illuminates the area in front of the
operator and is visible from a distance of 300 feet in front of the
EPAMD.

(d) A sound emitting device that can be activated from time to time
by the operator, as appropriate, to alert nearby persons.

Added and repealed Sec. 6, Ch. 979, Stats. 2002. Effective March 1, 2003. Repeal operative
January 1, 2008.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2008, and as of that date is repealed.

Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device: Local Regulation
21282. Notwithstanding Section 21966, for the purpose of

assuring the safety of pedestrians, including seniors, persons with
disabilities, and others using sidewalks, bike paths, pathways, trails,
bike lanes, streets, roads, and highways, a city, county, or city and
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county may, by ordinance, regulate the time, place, and manner of the
operation of electric personal assistive mobility devices as defined in
Section 313, and their use as a pedestrian pursuant to paragraph (2)
of subdivision (a) of Section 467, including limiting, prohibiting
entirely in the local jurisdiction, or prohibiting use in specified areas
as determined to be appropriate by local entities. State agencies may
limit or prohibit the time, place, and manner of use on state property.

Added and repealed Sec. 6, Ch. 979, Stats. 2002. Effective March 1, 2003. Repeal operative
January 1, 2008.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2008, and as of that date is repealed.

Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Device: Operative Dates
21283. This Articleshall become operative on March 1, 2003, and

shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008, and as of that date
is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
January 1, 2008, deletes or extends that date.

Added and repealed Sec. 6, Ch. 979, Stats. 2002. Effective March 1, 2003. Repeal operative
January 1, 2008.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until
January 1, 2008, and as of that date is repealed.

CHAPTER 2. TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND MARKINGS

Article 1. Erection and Maintenance

State Authority
21350. The Department of Transportation shall place and maintain, or

cause to be placed and maintained, with respect to highways under its
jurisdiction, appropriate signs, signals and other traffic control devices as
required hereunder, and may place and maintain, or cause to be placed and
maintained, such appropriate signs, signals or other traffic control devices as
may be authorized hereunder, or as may be necessary properly to indicate
and to carry out the provisions of this code, or to warn or guide traffic upon
the highways. The Department of Transportation may, with the consent of
the local authorities, also place and maintain, or cause to be placed and
maintained, in or along city streets and county roads, appropriate signs,
signals and other traffic control devices, or may perform, or cause to be
performed, such other work on city streets and county roads, as may be
necessary or desirable to control, or direct traffic, or to facilitate traffic flow,
to or from or on state highways.

Amended Ch. 648, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975. Supersedes Ch. 545.

Local Authority
21351. Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions shall place and

maintain or cause to be placed and maintained such traffic signs, signals and
other traffic control devices upon streets and highways as required
hereunder, and may place and maintain or cause to be placed and
maintained, such appropriate signs, signals or other traffic control devices as
may be authorized hereunder or as may be necessary properly to indicate
and to carry out the provisions of this code or local traffic ordinances or to
warn or guide traffic.

Use of Metric System Designations
21351.3. Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may place

and maintain, or cause to be placed and maintained, speed limit, speed
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advisory, and mileage signs, or suitable plates affixed to or near existing
signs, which indicate speeds and distances both in common standards of
measures, as specified in Section 12302 of the Business and Professions
Code, and in measures of the metric system authorized by Congress.

Added Ch. 462, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Stop Signs at Railroad Crossings
21351.5. The Department of Transportation or local authorities, with

respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, may erect stop signs
to require the traffic on a highway to stop before crossing any railroad grade
crossing designated by the agency having jurisdiction of the highway as a
major crossing with a demonstrated need for stop signs, except a railroad
grade crossing which is controlled by automatic signals, gates, or other train-
actuated control devices.

Added Ch. 58, Stats. 1974. Effective March 8, 1974.

Deaf Child Warning Signs
21351.7. Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may place

and maintain, or cause to be placed and maintained, appropriate signs along
city streets or county roads which indicate that a deaf child is near.

Added Ch. 719, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Traffic and Pedestrian Regulation on State Highways
21352. The Department of Transportation may erect stop signs at any

entrance to any state highway and whenever the department determines
that it is necessary for the public safety and the orderly and efficient use of
the highways by the public, the department may erect and maintain, or
cause to be erected and maintained, on any state highway any traffic control
signal or any official traffic control device regulating or prohibiting the
turning of vehicles upon the highway, allocating or restricting the use of
specified lanes or portions of the highway by moving vehicular traffic,
establishing crosswalks at or between intersections, or restricting use of the
right-of-way by the public for other than highway purposes.

Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Local Regulation Affecting State Highway Traffic
21353. No local authority, except by permission of the Department of

Transportation, shall erect or maintain any stop sign or traffic control signal
in such manner as to require the traffic on any state highway to stop before
entering or crossing any intersecting highway or any railroad grade crossing.

Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Stop Signs on Local Highways
21354. Subject to the provisions of Section 21353, a local authority may

designate any highway under its jurisdiction as a through highway and may
erect stop signs at entrances thereto or may designate any intersection under
its exclusive jurisdiction as a stop intersection and erect stop signs at one or
more entrances thereto.

Stop Signs
21355. (a) Stop signs erected under Section 21350, 21351, 21352, or

21354 may be erected either at or near the entrance to an intersection.
The Department of Transportation and local authorities in their

respective jurisdictions may erect stop signs at any location so as to control
traffic within an intersection.

When a required stop is to apply at the entrance to an intersection from a
one-way street with a roadway of 30 feet or more in width, stop signs shall be
erected both on the left and the right sides of the one-way street at or near
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the entrance to the intersection.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, stop signs shall not be

erected at any entrance to an intersection controlled by official traffic control
signals, nor at any railroad grade crossing which is controlled by automatic
signals, gates, or other train-actuated control devices except where a stop
sign may be necessary to control traffic on intersecting highways adjacent to
the grade crossing or when a local authority determines, with the approval
of the Public Utilities Commission pursuant to Section 21110, that a railroad
grade crossing under its jurisdiction presents a danger warranting a stop
sign in addition to a train-activated control device.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), local authorities, with respect to
streets under their jurisdiction, are not required to conform lawfully
established intersection configurations existing on January 1, 1985, to meet
the requirements of subdivision (a) until January 1, 1990.

Amended Ch. 700, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Yield Right-of-Way Signs
21356. The Department of Transportation or local authorities, with

respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, may erect yield
right-of-way signs at the entrances to intersections or highways. Such yield
right-of-way signs shall not be erected upon the approaches to more than one
of the intersecting streets.

Yield right-of-way signs shall be located at or near the entrance to the
intersection or highway where motorists are required to yield the right-of-
way.

Amended Ch. 287, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Vehicles: Local Authorities: Warning Signs: Alleys
21356.5. Local authorities may place signs, mirrors, or other visual or

audible devices at exits from alleys that are under their jurisdiction to warn
drivers to watch for pedestrians and bicyclists on the sidewalk prior to
exiting the alley.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 150, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Speed Signs for Business or Residence Districts
21357. Speed restriction signs may, but need not, be erected upon any

highway other than a state highway at the entrance thereof into a business
or residence district unless required in this chapter.

Amended Ch. 11, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Speed Signs at District Boundaries
21358. Where one or more business and residence districts are

contiguous, or where, as authorized by this code, speed is to be restricted
between two districts, either business or residence, or at the end of either
thereof, speed restriction signs affecting traffic on other than state highways
as required by Sections 21357 and 21359 need be erected and maintained
only at the boundaries of the outside limits of the area in which speed is to
be restricted.

Amended Ch. 11, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Speed Signs for Special Areas
21359. Whenever the Department of Transportation or a local authority

as authorized by this code determines and declares a speed limit different
from the limit otherwise applicable under Sections 22349 and 22352,
appropriate speed restriction signs shall be erected and maintained at the
outside entrance of the highway or portion thereof upon which the special
speed limit is applicable. The special speed limit is not effective until
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appropriate signs have been erected.
Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Traffic Devices on Private Road or Driveway
21360. Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may, within the

reasonable exercise of their police power and subject to Section 21353, place
and maintain official traffic control devices to regulate traffic at the
intersection of a highway and a private road or driveway. Official traffic
control devices may be erected at or near such intersection, except no such
device shall be erected upon a private road or driveway without consent of
the owner thereof. When official traffic control devices are installed and in
operation, the private road or driveway shall be deemed a highway only for
the purpose of determining the existence and location of an intersection.

Closely Adjoining Intersections
21361. (a) When the outermost boundaries of two or more intersections

are confined within a distance of 200 feet, the Department of Transportation
in respect to state highways, and a local authority with respect to highways
under its jurisdiction, shall have the power to designate a single intersection
by the installation and operation of traffic signals which may be
supplemented by signs or markings. When so designated, the single
intersection shall be the legal intersection for the purposes of traffic
movement and regulation.

(b) Whenever a single intersection has been designated by the
Department of Transportation or by local authorities as set forth in
subdivision (a), the department or such authorities may designate marked
crosswalks at certain locations within the intersection or contiguous thereto,
and when the marked crosswalks are established, they shall constitute the
only crosswalks at the intersection. The department or the local authorities
shall erect signs prohibiting pedestrian crossing at locations which, except
for the provisions of this section, would constitute unmarked crosswalks.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Railroad Warning Approach Signs
21362. Railroad warning approach signs shall be erected by local

authorities upon the right-hand side of each approach of every highway
under their jurisdiction to a grade crossing of a railroad or electric interurban
railway at a reasonable distance from the crossing.

Amended Ch. 450, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Rail Grade Crossings: Automated Enforcement System
21362.5. (a) Railroad and rail transit grade crossings may be equipped

with an automated rail crossing enforcement system if the system is
identified by signs clearly indicating the systems presence and visible to
traffic approaching from each direction. 

Only a governmental agency, in cooperation with a law enforcement
agency, may operate an automated rail crossing enforcement system. 

(b) Notwithstanding Section 6253 of the Government Code, or any other
provision of law, photographic records made by an automated rail crossing
enforcement system shall be confidential, and shall be made available only
to governmental agencies and law enforcement agencies for the purposes of
this section. 

Added Ch. 1216, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Detour Signs
21363. Detour signs shall be erected at the nearest points of detour from

that portion of a highway, or from any bridge, which is closed to traffic while
under construction or repair.
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Stock Crossings
21364. The Department of Transportation may authorize an owner of

land adjacent to a state highway to erect and maintain signs to indicate the
existence of those places where livestock regularly and frequently cross a
state highway, and any sign so erected and maintained shall be an official
sign. The department shall prescribe the size, shape and character of the
signs, which shall be uniform.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Open Range Warning Signs
21365. The Department of Transportation, with respect to state

highways in open range country, and the board of supervisors of each county,
with respect to county highways under its jurisdiction, may place and
maintain appropriate signs indicating that the territory traversed is open
livestock range and warning against the danger of livestock on the highway.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Street Name Signs
21366. At each signal-controlled intersection on streets and highways,

there shall be a street name sign clearly visible to traffic approaching from
all directions. The cost of erecting and maintaining the street name signs
may be paid out of funds derived from the Highway Users Tax Fund or the
Motor Vehicle License Fee Fund.

Amended Ch. 1574, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Traffic Control: Highway Construction
21367. (a) As provided in Section 125 of the Streets and Highways Code

and in Section 21100 of this code, respectively, the duly authorized
representative of the Department of Transportation or local authorities, with
respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, including, but not
limited to, persons contracting to perform construction, maintenance, or
repair of a highway, may, with the approval of the department or local
authority, as the case may be, and while engaged in the performance of that
work, restrict the use of, and regulate the movement of traffic through or
around, the affected area whenever the traffic would endanger the safety of
workers or the work would interfere with or endanger the movement of
traffic through the area. Traffic may be regulated by warning signs, lights,
appropriate control devices, or by a person or persons controlling and
directing the flow of traffic.

(b) It is unlawful to disobey the instructions of a person controlling and
directing traffic pursuant to subdivision (a).

(c) It is unlawful to fail to comply with the directions of warning signs,
lights, or other control devices provided for the regulation of traffic pursuant
to subdivision (a).

Added Ch. 748, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Crosswalks Near Schools
21368. Whenever a marked pedestrian crosswalk has been established

in a roadway contiguous to a school building or the grounds thereof, it shall
be painted or marked in yellow as shall be all the marked pedestrian
crosswalks at an intersection in case any one of the crosswalks is required to
be marked in yellow. Other established marked pedestrian crosswalks may
be painted or marked in yellow if either (a) the nearest point of the crosswalk
is not more than 600 feet from a school building or the grounds thereof, or (b)
the nearest point of the crosswalk is not more than 2,800 feet from a school
building or the grounds thereof, there are no intervening crosswalks other
than those contiguous to the school grounds, and it appears that the facts and
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circumstances require special painting or marking of the crosswalks for the
protection and safety of persons attending the school. There shall be painted
or marked in yellow on each side of the street in the lane or lanes leading to
all yellow marked crosswalks the following words, “SLOW—SCHOOL
XING,” except that such words shall not be painted or marked in any lane
leading to a crosswalk at an intersection controlled by stop signs, traffic
signals or yield right-of-way signs. A crosswalk shall not be painted or
marked yellow at any location other than as required or permitted in this
section.

Amended Ch. 232, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Speed Signs Ratified
21369. All speed restriction signs in place on January 1, 1960, are

hereby ratified and confirmed and shall establish the applicable prima facie
speed limit unless and until changed pursuant to engineering and traffic
surveys provided for by this code.

Added Ch. 1317, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Regulation of Traffic: Construction Zone
21370. The Department of Transportation, or its duly authorized

representatives with the approval of the department, while engaged in the
construction of a state highway upon new alignment may restrict the use of
and regulate the movement of traffic upon any highway intersecting the
project at or near the place of intersection whenever such work interferes
with or endangers the safe movement of traffic through the work.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Study: Highway Maintenance Activities
21370.1. The Department of Transportation, in cooperation with the

Department of California Highway Patrol, shall study the feasibility of
performing nonemergency maintenance work activities upon state highways
during low-volume traffic hours. The study shall at a minimum consider the
following criteria:

(a) Motorist safety.
(b) Worker safety.
(c) Working conditions.
(d) Cost of performing the work.
(e) Cost of delays to the motorists.
Upon completion of the study, the department shall develop a highway

lane closure policy and procedure and report its findings and
recommendations to the Legislature on or before March 31, 1988.

Added Ch. 631, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Guidelines for Traffic Control Devices Near Schools
21372. The Department of Transportation and local authorities shall,

with respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, establish and
promulgate warrants to be used as guidelines for the placement of traffic
control devices near schools for the purpose of protecting students going to
and from school. Such devices may include flashing signals. Such warrants
shall be based upon, but need not be limited to, the following items:
pedestrian volumes, vehicle volumes, width of the roadway, physical terrain,
speed of vehicle traffic, horizontal and vertical alignment of the roadway, the
distance to existing traffic control devices, proximity to the school, and the
degree of urban or rural environment of the area.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

School Board Request for Traffic Control Devices
21373. The governing board of any school district may request the
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appropriate city, county, city and county or state agency to install traffic
control devices in accordance with the warrants established pursuant to
Section 21372. Within 90 days thereafter, the city, county, city and county or
state agency involved shall undertake an engineering and traffic survey to
determine whether the requested crossing protection meets the warrants
established pursuant to Section 21372. The city, county, city and county, or
state agency involved may require the requesting school district to pay an
amount not to exceed 50 percent of the cost of the survey. If it is determined
that such requested protection is warranted, it shall be installed by the city,
county, city and county or state agency involved.

Amended Ch. 1061, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Directional Markings for Tourists
21374. A local authority may mark or paint the surface of any street or

highway under its jurisdiction, or of any state highway, with the approval of
the Department of Transportation, with lines, arrows, or other suitable
symbols for the purpose of directing visitors and tourists to local points of
interest. No such marking shall be of a color or configuration which, as
determined by the Department of Transportation, would cause it to be
confused with an official traffic control device.

Added Ch. 472, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Freeway Sign: Private and Public Postsecondary 
Educational Institutions

21375. (a) The Department of Transportation shall place and maintain,
or cause to be placed and maintained, directional signs on freeways
indicating the location of the freeway off ramp which may be used to reach a
public or private postsecondary education institution having an enrollment
of either 1,000 or more full-time students or the equivalent in part-time
students, at the request of the institution. No signs shall be erected pursuant
to this subdivision until the department has received donations from private
sources covering the costs of erecting the signs.

(b) The Department of Transportation shall place and maintain, or cause
to be placed and maintained, freeway directional signs for any institution
described in subdivision (a) for which freeway directional signs had
previously been erected and which has, on or after January 1, 1980, moved
to another location, if that move was done to contribute to the improvement
of the institution, as determined by the department. Freeway directional
signs erected pursuant to this subdivision shall be at no cost to the
institution.

(c) Subdivision (a) applies to a public or private postsecondary institution
which is located within two miles of the freeway in a major metropolitan
area, within four miles of the freeway in an urban area, or within five miles
of the freeway in a rural area. Subdivision (b) applies to a public or private
postsecondary education institution which has moved to a location which is
within the distances specified in this subdivision.

Added Ch. 635, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Freeway Sign: Prohibition Against Abandoning or Dumping of Animals
21376. The Department of Transportation shall place and maintain on

each major state highway entering the state within 500 feet after the state
line, a sign that states that the abandonment or dumping of any animal is a
crime punishable by a fine of up to one thousand dollars ($1,000) or
confinement in a county jail of up to six months, or both.

Added Sec. 3, Ch. 300, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
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Article 2. Official Traffic Control Devices

Uniform Standards
21400. The Department of Transportation shall, after consultation with

local agencies and public hearings, adopt rules and regulations prescribing
uniform standards and specifications for all official traffic control devices
placed pursuant to this code, including, but not limited to, stop signs, yield
right-of-way signs, speed restriction signs, railroad warning approach signs,
street name signs, lines and markings on the roadway, and stock crossing
signs placed pursuant to Section 21364.

The Department of Transportation shall, after notice and public hearing,
determine and publicize the specifications for uniform types of warning
signs, lights, and devices to be placed upon a highway by any person engaged
in performing work which interferes with or endangers the safe movement of
traffic upon that highway.

Only those signs, lights, and devices as are provided for in this section
shall be placed upon a highway to warn traffic of work which is being
performed on the highway.

Any control devices or markings installed upon traffic barriers on or after
January 1, 1984, shall conform to the uniform standards and specifications
required by this section.

Amended Ch. 291, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Conformity to Uniform Standards
21401. (a) Except as provided in Section 21374, only those official traffic

control devices that conform to the uniform standards and specifications
promulgated by the Department of Transportation shall be placed upon a
street or highway.

(b) Any traffic signal controller that is newly installed or upgraded by the
Department of Transportation or a local authority after January 1, 1996,
shall be of a standard traffic signal communication protocol capable of two-
way communications.

Amended Ch. 1297, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Article 3. Offenses Relating to Traffic Devices

Official Traffic Control Signals
21450. (a) Whenever traffic is controlled by official traffic control

signals showing different colored lights, color-lighted arrows, or color-lighted
bicycle symbols, successively, one at a time, or in combination, only the colors
green, yellow, and red shall be used, except for pedestrian control signals,
and those lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles, operators of
bicycles, and pedestrians as provided in this chapter.

(b) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
January 1, 2005, deletes or extends that date.

Amended and repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 277, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative
January 1, 2005.

NOTE: The preceding section becomes inoperative on January 1, 2005, at
which time the following section becomes operative.

21450. (a) Whenever traffic is controlled by official traffic control
signals showing different colored lights, or colored lighted arrows,
successively, one at a time, or in combination, only the colors green, yellow,
and red shall be used, except for pedestrian control signals, and those lights
shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles and pedestrians as provided in
this chapter.
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(b) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2005.
Added Sec. 1.5, Ch. 277, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Circular Green or Green Arrow
21451. (a) A driver facing a circular green signal shall proceed straight

through or turn right or left or make a U-turn unless a sign prohibits a U-
turn. Any driver, including one turning, shall yield the right-of-way to other
traffic and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an adjacent
crosswalk.

(b) A driver facing a green arrow signal, shown alone or in combination
with another indication, shall enter the intersection only to make the
movement indicated by that green arrow or any other movement that is
permitted by other indications shown at the same time. A driver facing a left
green arrow may also make a U-turn unless prohibited by a sign. A driver
shall yield the right-of-way to other traffic and to pedestrians lawfully within
the intersection or an adjacent crosswalk.

(c) A pedestrian facing a circular green signal, unless prohibited by sign
or otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in Section
21456, may proceed across the roadway within any marked or unmarked
crosswalk, but shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the
intersection at the time that signal is first shown.

(d) A pedestrian facing a green arrow turn signal, unless otherwise
directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in Section 21456, shall not
enter the roadway.

Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Circular Yellow or Yellow Arrow
21452. (a) A driver facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal

is, by that signal, warned that the related green movement is ending or that
a red indication will be shown immediately thereafter.

(b) A pedestrian facing a steady circular yellow or a yellow arrow signal,
unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided in
Section 21456, is, by that signal, warned that there is insufficient time to
cross the roadway and shall not enter the roadway.

Amended Ch. 256, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Circular Red or Red Arrow
21453. (a) A driver facing a steady circular red signal alone shall stop at

a marked limit line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near
side of the intersection or, if none, then before entering the intersection, and
shall remain stopped until an indication to proceed is shown, except as
provided in subdivision (b).

(b) Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, a driver, after
stopping as required by subdivision (a), facing a steady circular red signal,
may turn right, or turn left from a one-way street onto a one-way street. A
driver making  that turn shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully
within an adjacent crosswalk and to  any vehicle that has approached or is
approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard to the driver,
and shall continue to yield the right-of-way to that vehicle until the driver
can proceed with reasonable safety.

(c) A driver facing a steady red arrow signal shall not enter the
intersection to make the movement indicated by the arrow and, unless
entering the intersection to make a movement permitted by another signal,
shall stop at a clearly marked limit line, but if none, before entering the
crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then before entering
the intersection, and shall remain stopped until an indication permitting
movement is shown.
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(d) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian control signal as provided
in Section 21456, a pedestrian facing a steady circular red or red arrow signal
shall not enter the roadway.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 14, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Lane Use Control Signals
21454. When lane use control signals are placed over individual lanes,

those signals shall indicate and apply to drivers of vehicles as follows:
(a) Green indication: A driver may travel in any lane over which a green

signal is shown.
(b) Steady yellow indication: A driver is thereby warned that a lane

control change is being made.
(c) Steady red indication: A driver shall not enter or travel in any lane

over which a red signal is shown.
(d) Flashing yellow indication: A driver may use the lane only for the

purpose of making a left turn to or from the highway.
Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Signal at Other Places
21455. When an official traffic control signal is erected and maintained

at a place other than an intersection, the provisions of this Articleshall be
applicable except those provisions which by their nature can have no
application. Any stop required shall be made at a sign or crosswalk or limit
line indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of any such
sign or marking the stop shall be made at the signal.

Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Traffic Signal Automated Enforcement: Photographic Records
21455.5. (a) The limit line, the intersection, or other places designated

in Section 21455 where a driver is required to stop may be equipped with an
automated enforcement system if the system meets both of the following
requirements: (1) the system is identified by signs, clearly indicating the
system’s presence, visible to traffic approaching from all directions, or if
signs are posted at all major entrances to the city, including, at a minimum,
freeways, bridges, and state highway routes, and (2) the system is located at
an intersection that meets the criteria specified in Section 21455.7.

Any city utilizing an automated traffic enforcement system at
intersections shall, prior to issuing citations, commence a program to issue
only warning notices for 30 days. The local jurisdiction shall also make a
public announcement of the automated traffic enforcement system at least
30 days prior to the commencement of the enforcement program.

Only a governmental agency, in cooperation with a law enforcement
agency, may operate an automated enforcement system.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding Section 6253 of the Government Code, or any
other provision of law, photographic records made by an automated
enforcement system shall be confidential, and shall be made available only
to governmental agencies and law enforcement agencies for the purposes of
this article.

(2) For purposes of this Articleonly, any confidential information
obtained from the Department of Motor Vehicles for the administration or
enforcement of this Articleshall be held confidential, and may not be used for
any other purpose.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), the registered owner or any
individual identified by the registered owner as the driver of the vehicle at
the time of the alleged violation shall be permitted to review the
photographic evidence of the alleged violation. .
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Added and Repealed Sec. 4, Ch. 922, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal operative
January 1, 1999.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 54, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 496, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Automated Enforcement Systems: Hearing: Prohibited Use
21455.6. (a) A city council or county board of supervisors shall conduct

a public hearing on the proposed use of automated enforcement systems
authorized pursuant to Section 21455.5 prior to that city or county entering
into a contract for the use of those systems.

(b) The authorization in Section 21455.5 to use automated enforcement
systems does not authorize the use of photo radar for speed enforcement
purposes by any jurisdiction.

Added Sec. 17, Ch. 828, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 860, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Automated Enforcement Systems: Minimum Yellow Light Change 
Interval

21455.7. At each intersection at which there is an automated
enforcement system in operation, the minimum yellow light change interval
shall be established in accordance with the Traffic Manual of the
Department of Transportation.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 496, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Walk, Wait, or Don’t Walk
21456. Whenever a pedestrian control signal showing the words

“WALK” or “WAIT” or “DON’T WALK” or other approved symbol is in place,
the signal shall indicate as follows:

(a) “WALK” or approved “Walking Person” symbol. A pedestrian facing
the signal may proceed across the roadway in the direction of the signal, but
shall yield the right-of-way to vehicles lawfully within the intersection at the
time that signal is first shown.

(b) Flashing or steady “DON’T WALK” or “WAIT” or approved “Upraised
Hand” symbol. No pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in the direction
of the signal, but any pedestrian who has partially completed crossing shall
proceed to a sidewalk or safety zone or otherwise leave the roadway while the
“WAIT” or “DON’T WALK” or approved “Upraised Hand” symbol is showing.

Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Pedestrian Traffic Control
21456.1. Whenever an official traffic control signal exhibiting an

approved “Walking Person” symbol, an approved “Upraised Hand” symbol, or
the words “WALK” or “WAIT” or “DON’T WALK” is shown concurrently with
official traffic control signals exhibiting the words “GO” or “CAUTION” or
“STOP” or exhibiting different colored lights successively, one at a time or
with arrows, a pedestrian facing those traffic control signals shall obey the
“Walking Person,” “Upraised Hand,” “WALK” or “WAIT” or “DON’T WALK”
control signal as provided in Section 21456.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Transportation: Bicycles: Traffic Signals
21456.2. (a) Unless otherwise directed by a bicycle signal as provided in

Section 21456.3, an operator of a bicycle shall obey the provisions of this
Article applicable to the driver of a vehicle.

(b) Whenever an official traffic control signal exhibiting different colored
bicycle symbols is shown concurrently with official traffic control signals
exhibiting different colored lights or arrows, an operator of a bicycle facing
those traffic control signals shall obey the bicycle signals as provided in
Section 21456.3.
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(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
January 1, 2005, deletes or extends that date.

Added and repealed Sec. 2, Ch. 277, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative
January 1, 2005.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005,
and as of that date is repealed.

Transportation: Bicycle Signals
21456.3. (a) An operator of a bicycle facing a green bicycle signal shall

proceed straight through or turn right or left or make a U-turn unless a sign
prohibits a U-turn. An operator of a bicycle, including one turning, shall yield
the right-of-way to other traffic and to pedestrians lawfully within the
intersection or an adjacent crosswalk.

(b) An operator of a bicycle facing a steady yellow bicycle signal is, by that
signal, warned that the related green movement is ending or that a red
indication will be shown immediately thereafter.

(c) Except as provided in subdivision (d), an operator of a bicycle facing a
steady red bicycle signal shall stop at a marked limit line, but if none, before
entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then
before entering the intersection, and shall remain stopped until an indication
to proceed is shown.

(d) Except when a sign is in place prohibiting a turn, an operator of a
bicycle, after stopping as required by subdivision (c), facing a steady red
bicycle signal, may turn right, or turn left from a one-way street onto a one-
way street. An operator of a bicycle making a turn shall yield the right-of-
way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to traffic
lawfully using the intersection.

(e) A bicycle signal may be used only at those locations that meet
geometric standards or traffic volume standards, or both, as adopted by the
Department of Transportation.

(f) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005, and as
of that date is repealed unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
January 1, 2005, deletes or extends that date.

Added and repealed Sec. 3, Ch. 277, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative
January 1, 2005.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005,
and as of that date is repealed.

Flashing Signals
21457. Whenever an illuminated flashing red or yellow light is used in a

traffic signal or with a traffic sign, it shall require obedience by drivers as
follows:

(a) Flashing red (stop signal): When a red lens is illuminated with rapid
intermittent flashes, a driver shall stop at a clearly marked limit line, but if
none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if
none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver
has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering
it, and the driver may proceed subject to the rules applicable after making a
stop at a stop sign.

(b) Flashing yellow (caution signal): When a yellow lens is illuminated
with rapid intermittent flashes, a driver may proceed through the
intersection or past the signal only with caution.

Amended Ch. 413, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.
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Curb Markings
21458. (a) Whenever local authorities enact local parking regulations

and indicate them by the use of paint upon curbs, the following colors only
shall be used, and the colors indicate as follows:

 (1) Red indicates no stopping, standing, or parking, whether the vehicle
is attended or unattended, except that a bus may stop in a red zone marked
or signposted as a bus loading zone.

 (2) Yellow indicates stopping only for the purpose of loading or unloading
passengers or freight for the time as may be specified by local ordinance.

 (3) White indicates stopping for either of the following purposes:
 (A) Loading or unloading of passengers for the time as may be specified

by local ordinance.
 (B) Depositing mail in an adjacent mailbox.
 (4) Green indicates time limit parking specified by local ordinance.
 (5) Blue indicates parking limited exclusively to the vehicles of disabled

persons and disabled veterans.
(b) Regulations adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be effective on

days and during hours or times as prescribed by local ordinances.
Amended Ch. 1243, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Distinctive Roadway Markings
21459. (a) The Department of Transportation in respect to state

highways and a local authority with respect to highways under its
jurisdiction, is authorized to place and maintain upon highways distinctive
roadway markings as described and with the effect set forth in Section
21460.

(b) The distinctive roadway markings shall be employed to designate any
portion of a highway where the volume of traffic or the vertical or other
curvature of the roadway renders it hazardous to drive on the left side of the
marking or to indicate no driving to the left as provided in Section 21460, and
shall not be employed for any other purpose.

(c) Any pavement marking other than as described in this section placed
by the Department of Transportation or any local authority shall not be
effective to indicate no driving over or to the left of the marking.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Double Lines
21460. (a) When double parallel solid lines are in place, no person

driving a vehicle shall drive to the left thereof, except as permitted in this
section.

(b) When the double parallel lines, one of which is broken, are in place, no
person driving a vehicle shall drive to the left thereof, except as follows:

(1) That the driver on that side of the roadway in which the broken line
is in place may cross over the double line or drive to the left thereof when
overtaking or passing other vehicles.

(2) As provided in Section 21460.5.
(c) Either of the markings as specified in subdivision (a) or (b) does not

prohibit a driver from crossing the marking when (1) turning to the left at
any intersection or into or out of a driveway or private road, or (2) making a
U-turn under the rules governing that turn, and either of the markings shall
be disregarded when authorized signs have been erected designating
offcenter traffic lanes as permitted under Section 21657.

(d) Raised pavement markers may be used to simulate painted lines
described in this section when the markers are placed in accordance with
standards established by the Department of Transportation.

Amended Ch. 462, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.
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Two-Way Left-Turn Lanes
21460.5. (a) The Department of Transportation and local authorities in

their respective jurisdictions may designate a two-way left-turn lane on a
highway. A two-way left-turn lane is a lane near the center of the highway
set aside for use by vehicles making left turns in both directions from or into
the highway.

(b) Two-way left-turn lanes shall be designated by distinctive roadway
markings consisting of parallel double yellow lines, interior line dashed and
exterior line solid, on each side of the lane. The Department of
Transportation may determine and prescribe standards and specifications
governing length, width, and positioning of the distinctive pavement
markings. All pavement markings designating a two-way left-turn lane shall
conform to the Department of Transportation’s standards and specifications.

(c) A vehicle shall not be driven in a designated two-way left-turn lane
except when preparing for or making a left turn from or into a highway or
when preparing for or making a U-turn when otherwise permitted by law,
and shall not be driven in that lane for more than 200 feet while preparing
for and making the turn or while preparing to merge into the adjacent lanes
of travel. A left turn or U-turn shall not be made from any other lane where
a two-way left-turn lane has been designated.

(d) This section shall not prohibit driving across a two-way left-turn lane.
(e) Raised pavement markers may be used to simulate painted lines

described in this section when such markers are placed in accordance with
standards established by the Department of Transportation.

Amended Ch. 232, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Obedience by Driver to Official Traffic Control Devices
21461. (a) It shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to fail to obey

any sign or signal erected or maintained to indicate and carry out the
provisions of this code or any local traffic ordinance or resolution adopted
pursuant to a local traffic ordinance, or to fail to obey any device erected or
maintained pursuant to Section 21352.

(b) The provisions of subdivision (a) shall not apply to acts constituting
violations under Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 22500) of this division
or to acts constituting violations of any local traffic ordinance adopted
pursuant to Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 22500).

Amended Ch. 775, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Obedience by Pedestrian to Official Traffic Control Devices
21461.5. It shall be unlawful for any pedestrian to fail to obey any sign

or signal erected or maintained to indicate or carry out the provisions of this
code or any local traffic ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to a local
traffic ordinance, or to fail to obey any device erected or maintained pursuant
to Section 21352.

Added Ch. 827, Stats. 1970. Effective November 23, 1970.

Obedience to Traffic Control Signals
21462. The driver of any vehicle, the person in charge of any animal, any

pedestrian, and the motorman of any streetcar shall obey the instructions of
any official traffic signal applicable to him and placed as provided by law,
unless otherwise directed by a police or traffic officer or when it is necessary
for the purpose of avoiding a collision or in case of other emergency, subject
to the exemptions granted by Section 21055.

Illegal Operation of Signals
21463. No person shall operate a manually or traffic actuated signal
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other than for the purpose of permitting a pedestrian or vehicle to cross a
roadway.

Interference With Traffic Devices
21464. (a) No person shall without lawful authority deface, injure,

attach any material or substance to, knock down, or remove, nor shall any
person shoot at, any official traffic control device, traffic guidepost, traffic
signpost, motorist callbox, or historical marker placed or erected as
authorized or required by law, nor shall any person without lawful authority
deface, injure, attach any material or substance to, or remove, nor shall any
person shoot at, any inscription, shield, or insignia on any such device, guide,
or marker.

(b) No person shall use, and no vehicle, other than an authorized
emergency vehicle, shall be equipped with, any device capable of sending a
signal that interrupts or changes the sequence patterns of an official traffic
control signal unless that device or use is authorized by the Department of
Transportation pursuant to Section 21350 or by local authorities pursuant to
Section 21351.

(c) Any willful violation of subdivision (a) or (b) which results in injury to,
or the death of, a person is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison,
or imprisonment in a county jail for a period of not more than six months, and
by a fine of not less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) nor more than ten
thousand ($10,000).

(d) Any willful violation of subdivision (a) or (b) which does not result in
injury to, or the death of, a person is punishable by a fine of not more than
three thousand dollars ($3,000).

(e) The court shall allow the offender to perform community service
designated by the court in lieu of all or part of any fine imposed under this
section.

Amended Ch. 1243, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Unauthorized Traffic Devices
21465. No person shall place, maintain, or display upon, or in view of,

any highway any unofficial sign, signal, device, or marking, or any sign,
signal, device, or marking which purports to be or is an imitation of, or
resembles, an official traffic control device or which attempts to direct the
movement of traffic or which hides from view any official traffic control
device.

Amended Ch. 486, Stats. 1967. Effective November 8, 1967.

Light Preventing Recognition of Official Traffic Control Device
21466. No person shall place or maintain or display upon or in view of

any highway any light in such position as to prevent the driver of a vehicle
from readily recognizing any official traffic control device.

Amended Ch. 968, Stats. 1970. Effective September 14, 1970.

Light Impairing Driver’s Vision
21466.5. No person shall place or maintain or display, upon or in view of

any highway, any light of any color of such brilliance as to impair the vision
of drivers upon the highway. A light source shall be considered vision
impairing when its brilliance exceeds the values listed below.

The brightness reading of an objectionable light source shall be measured
with a 11/2-degree photoelectric brightness meter placed at the driver’s point
of view. The maximum measured brightness of the light source within 10
degrees from the driver’s normal line of sight shall not be more than 1,000
times the minimum measured brightness in the driver’s field of view, except
that when the minimum measured brightness in the field of view is 10 foot-
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lamberts or less, the measured brightness of the light source in foot-lambert
shall not exceed 500 plus 100 times the angle, in degrees, between the
driver’s line of sight and the light source.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to railroads as defined in
Section 229 of the Public Utilities Code.

Added Ch. 968, Stats. 1970. Effective September 14, 1970.

Prohibited Signs and Devices
21467. Every prohibited sign, signal, device, or light is a public

nuisance, and the Department of Transportation, members of the California
Highway Patrol, and local authorities are hereby authorized and empowered
without notice to remove the same, or cause the same to be removed, or the
Director of Transportation, the commissioner, or local authorities may bring
an action as provided by law to abate such nuisance.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Public Utilities
21468. This division does not modify or limit the authority of the Public

Utilities Commission to erect or maintain, or cause to be erected and
maintained, signs, signals or other traffic control devices as authorized by
law.

CHAPTER 3. DRIVING, OVERTAKING, AND PASSING

Article 1. Driving on Right Side

Right Side of Roadway
21650. Upon all highways, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half

of the roadway, except as follows:
(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same

direction under the rules governing that movement.
(b) When placing a vehicle in a lawful position for, and when the vehicle

is lawfully making, a left turn.
(c) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic under construction

or repair.
(d) Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic.
(e) When the roadway is not of sufficient width.
(f) When the vehicle is necessarily traveling so slowly as to impede the

normal movement of traffic, that portion of the highway adjacent to the right
edge of the roadway may be utilized temporarily when in a condition
permitting safe operation.

(g) This section does not prohibit the operation of bicycles on any shoulder
of a highway, where the operation is not otherwise prohibited by this code or
local ordinance.

Amended Ch. 58, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Bicycle Operated on Roadway or Highway Shoulder
21650.1. A bicycle operated on a roadway, or the shoulder of a highway,

shall be operated in the same direction as vehicles are required to be driven
upon the roadway.

Added Ch. 58, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Divided Highways
21651. (a) Whenever a highway has been divided into two or more

roadways by means of intermittent barriers or by means of a dividing section
of not less than two feet in width, either unpaved or delineated by curbs,
double-parallel lines, or other markings on the roadway, it is unlawful to do
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either of the following:
(1) To drive any vehicle over, upon, or across the dividing section.
(2) To make any left, semicircular, or U-turn with the vehicle on the

divided highway, except through an opening in the barrier designated and
intended by public authorities for the use of vehicles or through a plainly
marked opening in the dividing section.

(b) It is unlawful to drive any vehicle upon a highway, except to the right
of an intermittent barrier or a dividing section which separates two or more
opposing lanes of traffic. Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (c), a
violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.

(c) Any willful violation of subdivision (b) which results in injury to, or
death of, a person shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison, or
imprisonment in a county jail for a period of not more than six months.

Amended Ch. 765, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Entrance to Public Highway from Service Road
21652. When any service road has been constructed on or along any

public highway and the main thoroughfare of the highway has been
separated from the service road, it is unlawful for any person to drive any
vehicle into the main thoroughfare from the service road or from the main
thoroughfare into the service road except through an opening in the dividing
curb, section, separation, or line.

Amended Ch. 335, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Slow-Moving Vehicles
21654. (a) Notwithstanding the prima facie speed limits, any vehicle

proceeding upon a highway at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic
moving in the same direction at such time shall be driven in the right-hand
lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand edge or curb, except
when overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same
direction or when preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private
road or driveway.

(b) If a vehicle is being driven at a speed less than the normal speed of
traffic moving in the same direction at such time, and is not being driven in
the right-hand lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand edge
or curb, it shall constitute prima facie evidence that the driver is operating
the vehicle in violation of subdivision (a) of this section.

(c) The Department of Transportation, with respect to state highways,
and local authorities, with respect to highways under their jurisdiction, may
place and maintain upon highways official signs directing slow-moving
traffic to use the right-hand traffic lane except when overtaking and passing
another vehicle or preparing for a left turn.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Designated Lanes for Certain Vehicles
21655. (a) Whenever the Department of Transportation or local

authorities with respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions
determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that
the designation of a specific lane or lanes for the travel of vehicles required
to travel at reduced speeds would facilitate the safe and orderly movement of
traffic, the department or local authority may designate a specific lane or
lanes for the travel of vehicles which are subject to the provisions of Section
22406 and shall erect signs at reasonable intervals giving notice thereof.

(b) Any trailer bus, except as provided in Section 21655.5, and any vehicle
subject to the provisions of Section 22406 shall be driven in the lane or lanes
designated pursuant to subdivision (a) whenever signs have been erected
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giving notice of that designation. Except as otherwise provided in this
subdivision, when a specific lane or lanes have not been so designated, any
of those vehicles shall be driven in the right-hand lane for traffic or as close
as practicable to the right edge or curb. If, however, a specific lane or lanes
have not been designated on a divided highway having four or more clearly
marked lanes for traffic in one direction, any of those vehicles may also be
driven in the lane to the immediate left of that right-hand lane, unless
otherwise prohibited under this code. When overtaking and passing another
vehicle proceeding in the same direction, the driver shall use either the
designated lane, the lane to the immediate left of the right-hand lane, or the
right-hand lane for traffic as permitted under this code.

This subdivision does not apply to a driver who is preparing for a left- or
right-hand turn or who is entering into or exiting from a highway or to a
driver who must necessarily drive in a lane other than the right-hand lane to
continue on his or her intended route.

Amended Ch. 843, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Permanent High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes
21655.3. (a) A high-occupancy vehicle lane on a state highway which

has been given permanent operational status as a high-occupancy lane by
the department on or after January 1, 1987, but before December 31, 1987,
in conjunction with a transportation planning agency, and which is operated
as a high-occupancy vehicle lane on a 24-hour basis after that date, shall be
separated from adjacent mixed-flow lanes by a buffer area of at least four feet
in width.

(b) The transportation planning agency having within its area of
jurisdiction a high-occupancy vehicle lane meeting the operational
requirements of subdivision (a) and having no buffer or a buffer less than
four feet in width shall, by July 1, 1988, do one of the following:

(1) Enter into an agreement with the department to provide a four-foot
buffer between the high-occupancy vehicle lane and the adjacent lanes and
agree to pay any costs for the buffer not programmed by the department.

(2) Submit to the department a written request that the high-occupany
vehicle lane be changed to a mixed-flow lane.

(c) Upon receipt of notification by the transportation planning agency of
its request that the high-occupancy vehicle lane become a mixed-flow lane,
the department shall proceed with the work necessary to change the high-
occupancy lane to a mixed-flow lane.

(d) The width of a buffer between a high-occupancy vehicle lane and
adjacent lanes may be less than four feet at locations where a four-foot buffer
would require the removal, relocation, or reconstruction of any existing
bridge support structures or where part of the buffer space is required for
enforcement refuge areas.

Added Ch. 538, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Exclusive- or Preferential-Use Lanes for High Occupancy Vehicles
21655.5. (a) The Department of Transportation and local authorities,

with respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, may authorize
or permit exclusive or preferential use of highway lanes for high-occupancy
vehicles. Prior to establishing the lanes, competent engineering estimates
shall be made of the effect of the lanes on safety, congestion, and highway
capacity.

(b) The Department of Transportation and local authorities, with respect
to highways under their respective jurisdictions, shall place and maintain, or
cause to be placed and maintained, signs and other official traffic control
devices to designate the exclusive or preferential lanes, to advise motorists
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of the applicable vehicle occupancy levels, and, except where ramp metering
and bypass lanes are regulated with the activation of traffic signals, to advise
motorists of the hours of high-occupancy vehicle usage. No person shall drive
a vehicle upon those lanes except in conformity with the instructions
imparted by the official traffic control devices. A motorcycle, ( ) 1 a mass
transit vehicle, or a paratransit vehicle that is clearly and
identifiably marked on all sides of the vehicle with the name of the
paratransit provider may be operated upon those exclusive or preferential
use lanes unless specifically prohibited by a traffic control device.

(c) When responding to an existing emergency or breakdown in which a
mass transit vehicle is blocking an exclusive or preferential use lane, a
clearly marked mass transit vehicle, mass transit supervisor’s vehicle, or
mass transit maintenance vehicle that is responding to the emergency or
breakdown may be operated in the segment of the exclusive or preferential
use lane being blocked by the mass transit vehicle, regardless of the number
of persons in the vehicle responding to the emergency or breakdown, if both
vehicles are owned or operated by the same agency, and that agency provides
public mass transit services.

(d) For purposes of this section, a ( ) 2 “paratransit vehicle” is defined
in Section 462.

(e) For purposes of this section, a “mass transit vehicle” means a transit
bus regularly used to transport paying passengers in mass transit service.
( ) 3 

(f) It is the intent of the Legislature, in amending this section, to
stimulate and encourage the development of ways and means of relieving
traffic congestion on California highways and, at the same time, to encourage
individual citizens to pool their vehicular resources and thereby conserve
fuel and lessen emission of air pollutants. ( ) 4 

(g) The provisions of this section regarding mass transit vehicles and
paratransit vehicles shall only apply if the Director of Transportation
determines that the application will not subject the state to a reduction in the
amount of federal aid for highways.

Amended Ch. 133, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 579, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 277, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “or”
2. ““mass transit vehicle” means a transit bus regularly used to transport paying passengers

in mass transit service. (d)”
3. “(e)”
4. “(f)”

Approval of Transportation Planning Agency or County Transportation 
Commission

21655.6. (a) Whenever the Department of Transportation authorizes or
permits exclusive or preferential use of highway lanes for high-occupancy
vehicles on any highway located within the territory of a transportation
planning agency, as defined in Section 99214 of the Public Utilities Code, or
a county transportation commission, the department shall obtain the
approval of the transportation planning agency or county transportation
commission prior to establishing the exclusive or preferential use of the
highway lanes.

(b) If the department authorizes or permits additional exclusive or
preferential use of highway lanes for high-occupancy vehicles on that portion
of State Highway Route 101 located within the boundaries of the City of Los
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Angeles, the department shall obtain the approval of the Los Angeles County
Transportation Commission by at least a two-thirds majority vote of the
entire membership eligible to vote prior to establishing the additional
exclusion or preferential use of the highway lanes. 

(c) If the department restricts or requires the restriction of the use of any
lane on any federal-aid highway in the unincorporated areas of Alameda
County to high-occupancy vehicles, the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission shall review the use patterns of those lanes and shall determine
if congestion relief is being efficiently achieved by the creation of the high-
occupancy vehicle lanes. The commission shall report its findings and
recommendations in its HOV Master Plan Update for the San Francisco Bay
area no later than two years after those high-occupancy vehicle lanes become
operational.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 653, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Use of Highway: Public Mass Transit Guideway
21655.7. A local authority, with respect to any highway under its

jurisdiction, may authorize or permit a portion of the highway to be used
exclusively for a public mass transit guideway.

Added Ch. 1055, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Entering or Exiting Exclusive or Preferential Use Lanes
21655.8.  (a) Except as required under subdivision (b), when exclusive

or preferential use lanes for high-occupancy vehicles are established
pursuant to Section 21655.5 and double parallel solid lines are in place to the
right thereof, no person driving a vehicle may cross over these double lines
to enter into or exit from the exclusive or preferential use lanes, and entrance
or exit may be made only in areas designated for these purposes or where a
single broken line is in place to the right of the exclusive or preferential use
lanes.

(b) Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle displaying a
red light or siren, as specified in Section 21806, a person driving a vehicle in
an exclusive or preferential use lane shall exit that lane immediately upon
determining that the exit can be accomplished with reasonable safety.

(c) Raised pavement markers may be used to simulate painted lines
described in this section.

Amended Sec. 67, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

HOV Lanes: Use By Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles
21655.9. (a) Whenever the Department of Transportation authorizes or

permits exclusive or preferential use of highway lanes or highway access
ramps for high-occupancy vehicles pursuant to Section 21655.5, the use of
those lanes or ramps shall also be extended to vehicles that are issued
distinctive decals, labels, or other identifiers pursuant to Section 5205.5
regardless of vehicle occupancy or ownership.

(b) No person shall drive a vehicle described in subdivisions (a) and (b) of
Section 5205.5 with a single occupant upon a high-occupancy vehicle lane
pursuant to this section unless the decal, label, or other identifier issued
pursuant to Section 5205.5 are properly displayed on the vehicle, and the
vehicle registration described in Section 5205.5 is with the vehicle.

(c) No person shall operate or own a vehicle displaying a decal, label, or
other identifier, as described in Section 5205.5, if that decal, label, or
identifier was not issued for that vehicle pursuant to Section 5205.5. A
violation of this subdivision is a misdemeanor.

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
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January 1, 2008, deletes or extends that date.
Added and repealed Sec. 3, Ch. 330, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative

January 1, 2008.

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008,
and as of that date is repealed.

Turning Out of Slow-Moving Vehicles
21656. On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe because of traffic

in the opposite direction or other conditions, a slow-moving vehicle, including
a passenger vehicle, behind which five or more vehicles are formed in line,
shall turn off the roadway at the nearest place designated as a turnout by
signs erected by the authority having jurisdiction over the highway, or
wherever sufficient area for a safe turnout exists, in order to permit the
vehicles following it to proceed. As used in this section a slow-moving vehicle
is one which is proceeding at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of
traffic at the particular time and place.

Amended Ch. 448, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Designated Traffic Direction
21657. The authorities in charge of any highway may designate any

highway, roadway, part of a roadway, or specific lanes upon which vehicular
traffic shall proceed in one direction at all or such times as shall be indicated
by official traffic control devices. When a roadway has been so designated, a
vehicle shall be driven only in the direction designated at all or such times as
shall be indicated by traffic control devices.

Amended Ch. 136, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Laned Roadways
21658. Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly

marked lanes for traffic in one direction, the following rules apply:
(a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single

lane and shall not be moved from the lane until such movement can be made
with reasonable safety.

(b) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a
designated lane or allocating specified lanes to traffic moving in the same
direction, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions of the traffic
device.

Amended Ch. 450, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Three-Lane Highways
21659. Upon a roadway which is divided into three lanes a vehicle shall

not be driven in the extreme left lane at any time, nor in the center lane
except when overtaking and passing another vehicle where the roadway
ahead is clearly visible and the center lane is clear of traffic within a safe
distance, or in preparation for a left turn, or where the center lane is at the
time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is
proceeding and is signposted to give notice of such allocation. This section
does not apply upon a one-way roadway.

Approaching Vehicles
21660. Drivers of vehicles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass

each other to the right, and, except when a roadway has been divided into
traffic lanes, each driver shall give to the other at least one-half of the main
traveled portion of the roadway whenever possible.

Narrow Roadways
21661. Whenever upon any grade the width of the roadway is
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insufficient to permit the passing of vehicles approaching from opposite
directions at the point of meeting, the driver of the vehicle descending the
grade shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle ascending the grade and
shall, if necessary, back his vehicle to a place in the highway where it is
possible for the vehicles to pass.

Mountain Driving
21662. The driver of a motor vehicle traveling through defiles or canyons

or upon mountain highways shall hold the motor vehicle under control at all
times and shall do the following when applicable:

(a) If the roadway has no marked centerline, the driver shall drive as near
the right-hand edge of the roadway as is reasonably possible.

(b) If the roadway has insufficient width to permit a motor vehicle to be
driven entirely to the right of the center of the roadway, the driver shall give
audible warning with the horn of the motor vehicle upon approaching any
curve where the view is obstructed within a distance of 200 feet along the
highway.

Amended Ch. 462, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Driving on Sidewalk
21663. Except as expressly permitted pursuant to this code, including

Sections 21100. 4 and 21114.5, no person shall operate or move a motor
vehicle upon a sidewalk except as may be necessary to enter or leave adjacent
property.

Amended Sec. 126, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Freeway Entry or Exit
21664. It is unlawful for the driver of any vehicle to enter or exit any

freeway which has full control of access and no crossings at grade, except
upon a designated on ramp with respect to entering the freeway or a
designated off ramp with respect to exiting the freeway.

Amended Ch. 765, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Article 2. Additional Driving Rules

Obstruction to Driving
21700. No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when

there are in the front seat such number of persons as to obstruct the view of
the driver to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to interfere with the
driver’s control over the driving mechanism of the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 1500, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Buses Transporting School Pupils in City of San Diego
21700.5. No person shall knowingly drive a bus within the City of San

Diego which is transporting any public or private school pupil who is enrolled
in kindergarten or any of grades 1 to 12, inclusive, to or from a public or
private school, unless every such pupil is seated in a seat.

Added Ch. 1124, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Interference With Driver or Mechanism
21701. No person shall willfully interfere with the driver of a vehicle or

with the mechanism thereof in such manner as to affect the driver’s control
of the vehicle. The provisions of this section shall not apply to a drivers’
license examiner or other employee of the Department of Motor Vehicles
when conducting the road or driving test of an applicant for a driver’s license
nor to a person giving instruction as a part of a course in driver training
conducted by a public school, educational institution or a driver training
school licensed by the Department of Motor Vehicles.
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Limitation on Driving Hours
21702. (a) No person shall drive upon any highway any vehicle designed

or used for transporting persons for compensation for more than 10
consecutive hours nor for more than 10 hours spread over a total of 15
consecutive hours. Thereafter, such person shall not drive any such vehicle
until eight consecutive hours have elapsed.

Regardless of aggregate driving time, no driver shall drive for more than
10 hours in any 24-hour period unless eight consecutive hours off duty have
elapsed.

(b) No person shall drive upon any highway any vehicle designed or used
for transporting merchandise, freight, materials or other property for more
than 12 consecutive hours nor for more than 12 hours spread over a total of
15 consecutive hours. Thereafter, such person shall not drive any such
vehicle until eight consecutive hours have elapsed.

Regardless of aggregate driving time, no driver shall drive for more than
12 hours in any 24-hour period unless eight consecutive hours off duty have
elapsed.

(c) This section does not apply in any case of casualty or unavoidable
accident or an act of God.

(d) In computing the number of hours under this section, any time spent
by a person in driving such a vehicle outside this state shall, upon the vehicle
entering this state, be included.

(e) Any person who violates any provision of this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor and is punishable by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars
($100) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each offense.

(f) This section shall not apply to the driver of a vehicle which is subject
to the provisions of Section 34500.

Amended Ch. 1092, Stats. 1983. Effective September 26, 1983. Operative January 1, 1984.

Following Too Closely
21703. The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow another vehicle

more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed
of such vehicle and the traffic upon, and the condition of, the roadway.

Distance Between Vehicles
21704. (a) The driver of any motor vehicle subject to the speed

restriction of Section 22406 that is operated outside of a business or
residence district, shall keep the vehicle he is driving at a distance of not less
than 300 feet to the rear of any other motor vehicle subject to such speed
restriction which is preceding it.

(b) The provisions of this section shall not prevent overtaking and passing
nor shall they apply upon a highway with two or more lanes for traffic in the
direction of travel.

Amended Ch. 226, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Caravans
21705. Motor vehicles being driven outside of a business or residence

district in a caravan or motorcade, whether or not towing other vehicles,
shall be so operated as to allow sufficient space and in no event less than 100
feet between each vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable any other
vehicle to overtake or pass.

Following Emergency Vehicles
21706. No motor vehicle, except an authorized emergency vehicle, shall

follow within 300 feet of any authorized emergency vehicle being operated
under the provisions of Section 21055.
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This section shall not apply to a police or traffic officer when serving as an
escort within the purview of Section 21057.

Amended Ch. 46, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Fire Areas
21707. No motor vehicle, except an authorized emergency vehicle or a

vehicle of a duly authorized member of a fire or police department, shall be
operated within the block wherein an emergency situation responded to by
any fire department vehicle exists, except that in the event the nearest
intersection to the emergency is more than 300 feet therefrom, this section
shall prohibit operation of vehicles only within 300 feet of the emergency,
unless directed to do so by a member of the fire department or police
department, sheriff, deputy sheriff, or member of the California Highway
Patrol. The emergency shall be deemed to have ceased to exist when the
official of the fire department in charge at the scene of the emergency shall
so indicate. Officials of the fire department or police department or the
Department of the California Highway Patrol who are present shall make
every effort to prevent the closing off entirely of congested highway traffic
passing the scene of any such emergency.

Fire Hoses
21708. No person shall drive or propel any vehicle or conveyance upon,

over, or across, or in any manner damage any fire hose or chemical hose used
by or under the supervision and control of any organized fire department.
However, any vehicle may cross a hose provided suitable jumpers or other
appliances are installed to protect the hose.

Safety Zones
21709. No vehicle shall at any time be driven through or within a safety

zone.

Coasting Prohibited
21710. The driver of a motor vehicle when traveling on down grade upon

any highway shall not coast with the gears of such vehicle in neutral.

Towed Vehicles Swerving
21711. No person shall operate a train of vehicles when any vehicle

being towed whips or swerves from side to side or fails to follow substantially
in the path of the towing vehicle.

Amended Ch. 44, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Unlawful Riding and Towing
21712. (a) No person driving a motor vehicle shall knowingly permit

any person to ride on any vehicle or upon any portion thereof not designed or
intended for the use of passengers.

(b) No person shall ride on any vehicle or upon any portion thereof not
designed or intended for the use of passengers.

(c) Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall not apply to any employee engaged in the
necessary discharge of his duty or in the case of persons riding completely
within or upon vehicle bodies in space intended for any load on the vehicle.

(d) No person shall drive a motor vehicle that is towing a trailer coach,
camp trailer, or trailer carrying any vessel, containing any passenger, except
when a trailer carrying or designed to carry a vessel is engaged in the
launching or recovery of the vessel.

(e) No person shall knowingly drive a motor vehicle which is towing any
person riding upon any motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bicycle, coaster, roller
skates, sled, skis, or toy vehicle.
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(f) Subdivision (d) shall not apply to a trailer coach being towed with a
fifth-wheel device if the trailer coach is equipped with safety glazing
materials wherever glazing materials are used in windows or doors, with an
audible or visual signaling device which a passenger inside the trailer coach
can use to gain the attention of the motor vehicle driver, and with at least
one unobstructed exit capable of being opened from both the interior and
exterior of the trailer coach.

Amended Ch. 1243, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Armored Cars
21713. No person shall operate on any highway any privately owned

armored car unless a license to operate such car has first been obtained from
the commissioner in accordance with Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section
2500) of Division 2.

Violation of this section is a misdemeanor and upon conviction is
punishable by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by
imprisonment in the county jail for not to exceed six months or by both such
fine and imprisonment.

Amended Ch. 1092, Stats. 1983. Effective September 26, 1983. Operative January 1, 1984.

Three-Wheeled Vehicles: Operation: 
High-Occupancy Vehicle Lanes

21714. The driver of a vehicle described in subdivision (f) of Section
27803 shall not do either of the following:

(a) Operate the vehicle in any lane established under Section 21655.5 as
an exclusive or preferential use lane for high-occupancy vehicles.

(b) Operate the vehicle in either of the following:
(1) The area on, or immediately adjacent to, the striping or other markers

designating adjacent traffic lanes.
(2) The area between two or more vehicles that are traveling in adjacent

traffic lanes.
Added Sec. 1, Ch. 710, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Passenger Vehicle Combinations: Number and Weight Limits
21715. (a) No passenger vehicle regardless of weight, or any other motor

vehicle under 4,000 pounds unladen, shall draw or tow more than one vehicle
in combination, except that an auxiliary dolly or tow dolly may be used with
the towed vehicle.

(b) No motor vehicle under 4,000 pounds unladen shall tow any vehicle
weighing 6,000 pounds or more gross.

Amended Ch. 708, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Golf Cart Operation
21716. Except as provided in Section 21115.1 and Chapter 6

(commencing with Section 1950) of Division 2.5 of the Streets and Highways
Code, no person shall operate a golf cart on any highway except in a speed
zone of 25 miles per hour or less.

Amended Ch.598, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Repealed Ch. 598, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 334, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 536, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 155, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Turning Across Bicycle Lane
21717. Whenever it is necessary for the driver of a motor vehicle to cross

a bicycle lane that is adjacent to his lane of travel to make a turn, the driver
shall drive the motor vehicle into the bicycle lane prior to making the turn
and shall make the turn pursuant to Section 22100.

Added Ch. 751, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.
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Stop, Park, or Leave Standing Upon a Freeway
21718. (a) No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle

upon a freeway which has full control of access and no crossings at grade
except:

(1) When necessary to avoid injury or damage to persons or property.
(2) When required by law or in obedience to a peace officer or official

traffic control device.
(3) When any person is actually engaged in maintenance or construction

on freeway property or any employee of a public agency is actually engaged
in the performance of official duties.

(4) When any vehicle is so disabled that it is impossible to avoid
temporarily stopping and another vehicle has been summoned to render
assistance to the disabled vehicle or driver of the disabled vehicle. This
paragraph applies when the vehicle summoned to render assistance is a
vehicle owned by the donor of free emergency assistance that has been
summoned by display upon or within a disabled vehicle of a placard or sign
given to the driver of the disabled vehicle by the donor for the specific
purpose of summoning assistance, other than towing service, from the donor.

(5) Where stopping, standing, or parking is specifically permitted.
However, buses may not stop on freeways unless sidewalks are provided with
shoulders of sufficient width to permit stopping without interfering with the
normal movement of traffic and without the possibility of crossing over fast
lanes to reach the bus stop.

(6) Where necessary for any person to report a traffic accident or other
situation or incident to a peace officer or any person specified in paragraph
(3), either directly or by means of an emergency telephone or similar device.

(7) When necessary for the purpose of rapid removal of impediments to
traffic by the owner or operator of a tow truck operating under an agreement
with the Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(b) A conviction of a violation of this section is a conviction involving the
safe operation of a motor vehicle upon the highway if a notice to appear for
the violation was issued by a peace officer described in Section 830.1 or 830.2
of the Penal Code.

Added Sec. 17, Ch. 945, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Article 3. Overtaking and Passing

Overtake and Pass to Left
21750. The driver of a vehicle overtaking another vehicle or a bicycle

proceeding in the same direction shall pass to the left at a safe distance
without interfering with the safe operation of the overtaken vehicle or
bicycle, subject to the limitations and exceptions hereinafter stated.

Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 674, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Passing Without Sufficient Clearance
21751. On a two-lane highway, no vehicle shall be driven to the left side

of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle
proceeding in the same direction unless the left side is clearly visible and free
of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead to permit such overtaking
and passing to be completely made without interfering with the safe
operation of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction.

Amended Ch. 50, Stats. 1973. Effective January 1, 1974.

When Driving on Left Prohibited
21752. No vehicle shall be driven to the left side of the roadway under

the following conditions:



§21753 —680— Div. 11
(a) When approaching or upon the crest of a grade or a curve in the
highway where the driver’s view is obstructed within such distance as to
create a hazard in the event another vehicle might approach from the
opposite direction.

(b) When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 100 feet of any
bridge, viaduct, or tunnel.

(c) When approaching within 100 feet of or when traversing any railroad
grade crossing.

(d) When approaching within 100 feet of or when traversing any
intersection.

This section shall not apply upon a one-way roadway.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 596, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Yielding for Passing
21753. Except when passing on the right is permitted, the driver of an

overtaken vehicle shall safely move to the right-hand side of the highway in
favor of the overtaking vehicle after an audible signal or a momentary flash
of headlights by the overtaking vehicle, and shall not increase the speed of
his or her vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. This
section does not require the driver of an overtaken vehicle to drive on the
shoulder of the highway in order to allow the overtaking vehicle to pass.

Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 440, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 40, Ch. 724, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Passing on the Right
21754. The driver of a motor vehicle may overtake and pass to the right

of another vehicle only under the following conditions:
(a) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a left turn.
(b) Upon a highway within a business or residence district with

unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for two or more lines of moving
vehicles in the direction of travel.

(c) Upon any highway outside of a business or residence district with
unobstructed pavement of sufficient width and clearly marked for two or
more lines of moving traffic in the direction of travel.

(d) Upon a one-way street.
(e) Upon a highway divided into two roadways where traffic is restricted

to one direction upon each of such roadways.
The provisions of this section shall not relieve the driver of a slow moving

vehicle from the duty to drive as closely as practicable to the right hand edge
of the roadway.

Pass on Right Safely
21755. The driver of a motor vehicle may overtake and pass another

vehicle upon the right only under conditions permitting such movement in
safety. In no event shall such movement be made by driving off the paved or
main-traveled portion of the roadway.

Passing Standing Streetcar, Trolley Coach, or Bus
21756. (a) The driver of a vehicle overtaking any interurban electric or

streetcar stopped or about to stop for the purpose of receiving or discharging
any passenger shall stop the vehicle to the rear of the nearest running board
or door of such car and thereupon remain standing until all passengers have
boarded the car or upon alighting have reached a place of safety, except as
provided in subdivision (b) hereof.

(b) Where a safety zone has been established or at an intersection where
traffic is controlled by an officer or a traffic control signal device, a vehicle
need not be brought to a stop before passing any interurban electric or
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streetcar but may proceed past such car at a speed not greater than 10 miles
per hour and with due caution for the safety of pedestrians.

(c) Whenever any trolley coach or bus has stopped at a safety zone to
receive or discharge passengers, a vehicle may proceed past such trolley
coach or bus at a speed not greater than 10 miles per hour.

Amended Ch. 969, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Passing Streetcar on Left
21757. The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass upon the left,

nor shall any driver of a vehicle drive upon the left side of, any interurban
electric or streetcar proceeding in the same direction whether the street car
is actually in motion or temporarily at rest, except:

(a) When so directed by a police or traffic officer.
(b) When upon a one-way street.
(c) When upon a street where the tracks are so located as to prevent

compliance with this section.

Passing on Grades
21758. In the event any vehicle is being operated on any grade outside

of a business or residence district at a speed of less than 20 miles per hour,
no person operating any other motor vehicle shall attempt to overtake and
pass such slow moving vehicle unless the overtaking vehicle is operated at a
speed of at least 10 miles per hour in excess of the speed of the overtaken
vehicle, nor unless the passing movement is completed within a total
distance not greater than one-quarter of a mile.

Caution in Passing Animals
21759. The driver of any vehicle approaching any horse drawn vehicle,

any ridden animal, or any livestock shall exercise proper control of his
vehicle and shall reduce speed or stop as may appear necessary or as may be
signalled or otherwise requested by any person driving, riding or in charge of
the animal or livestock in order to avoid frightening and to safeguard the
animal or livestock and to insure the safety of any person driving or riding
the animal or in charge of the livestock.

CHAPTER 4. RIGHT-OF-WAY

Intersections
21800. (a) The driver of a vehicle approaching an intersection shall

yield the right-of-way to any vehicle which has entered the intersection from
a different highway.

(b) (1) When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways
at the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-
way to the vehicle on his or her immediate right, except that the driver of any
vehicle on a terminating highway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle
on the intersecting continuing highway.

 (2) For the purposes of this section, “"terminating highway” " means a
highway which intersects, but does not continue beyond the intersection,
with another highway which does continue beyond the intersection.

(c) When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways at
the same time and the intersection is controlled from all directions by stop
signs, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the
vehicle on his or her immediate right.

(d) (1) The driver of any vehicle approaching an intersection which has
official traffic control signals that are inoperative shall stop at the
intersection, and may proceed with caution when it is safe to do so. This
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subparagraph shall apply to traffic control signals that become inoperative
because of battery failure.

(2) When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways at
the same time, and the official traffic control signals for the intersection are
inoperative, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way
to the vehicle on his or her immediate right, except that the driver of any
vehicle on a terminating highway shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle
on the intersecting continuing highway.

(e) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(1) Any intersection controlled by an official traffic control signal or yield

right-of-way sign.
(2) Any intersection controlled by stop signs from less than all directions.
(3) When vehicles are approaching each other from opposite directions

and the driver of one of the vehicles intends to make, or is making, a left turn.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 6, Stats. 2nd Ex. Sess. 2001. Effective September 28, 2001. 

Left-Turn or U-Turn
21801. (a) The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the left or to

complete a U-turn upon a highway, or to turn left into public or private
property, or an alley, shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching
from the opposite direction which are close enough to constitute a hazard at
any time during the turning movement, and shall continue to yield the right-
of-way to the approaching vehicles until the left turn or U-turn can be made
with reasonable safety.

(b) A driver having yielded as prescribed in subdivision (a), and having
given a signal when and as required by this code, may turn left or complete
a U-turn, and the drivers of vehicles approaching the intersection or the
entrance to the property or alley from the opposite direction shall yield the
right-of-way to the turning vehicle.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Stop Signs: Intersections
21802. (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a stop sign at the

entrance to, or within, an intersection shall stop as required by Section
22450. The driver shall then yield the right-of-way to any vehicles which
have approached from another highway, or which are approaching so closely
as to constitute an immediate hazard, and shall continue to yield the right-
of-way to those vehicles until he or she can proceed with reasonable safety.

(b) A driver having yielded as prescribed in subdivision (a) may proceed
to enter the intersection, and the drivers of all other approaching vehicles
shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle entering or crossing the
intersection.

(c) This section does not apply where stop signs are erected upon all
approaches to an intersection.

Amended Ch. 623, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Yield Signs: Intersections
21803. (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching any intersection which

is controlled by a yield right-of-way sign shall, upon arriving at the sign, yield
the right-of-way to any vehicles which have entered the intersection, or
which are approaching on the intersecting highway close enough to
constitute an immediate hazard, and shall continue to yield the right-of-way
to those vehicles until he or she can proceed with reasonable safety.

(b) A driver having yielded as prescribed in subdivision (a) may proceed
to enter the intersection, and the drivers of all other approaching vehicles
shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle entering or crossing the
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intersection.
Amended Ch. 623, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Entry Onto Highway
21804. (a) The driver of any vehicle about to enter or cross a highway

from any public or private property, or from an alley, shall yield the right-of-
way to all traffic, as defined in Section 620, approaching on the highway close
enough to constitute an immediate hazard, and shall continue to yield the
right-of-way to that traffic until he or she can proceed with reasonable safety.

(b) A driver having yielded as prescribed in subdivision (a) may proceed
to enter or cross the highway, and the drivers of all other vehicles
approaching on the highway shall yield the right of-way to the vehicle
entering or crossing the intersection.

Amended Ch. 623, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Equestrian Crossings
21805. (a) The Department of Transportation, and local authorities

with respect to highways under their jurisdiction, may designate any
intersection of a highway as a bridle path or equestrian crossing by erecting
appropriate signs. The signs shall be erected on the highway at or near the
approach to the intersection, and shall be of a type approved by the
Department of Transportation. The signs shall indicate the crossing and any
crossmarks, safety devices, or signals the authorities deem necessary to
safeguard vehicular and equestrian traffic at the intersection.

(b) The driver of any vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to any horseback
rider who is crossing the highway at any designated equestrian crossing
which is marked by signs as prescribed in subdivision (a).

(c) Subdivision (b) does not relieve any horseback rider from the duty of
using due care for his or her own safety. No horseback rider shall leave a curb
or other place of safety and proceed suddenly into the path of a vehicle which
is close enough to constitute an immediate hazard.

Amended Ch. 623, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Authorized Emergency Vehicles
21806. Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency

vehicle which is sounding a siren and which has at least one lighted lamp
exhibiting red light that is visible, under normal atmospheric conditions,
from a distance of 1,000 feet to the front of the vehicle, the surrounding
traffic shall, except as otherwise directed by a traffic officer, do the following:

(a)  (1) Except as required under paragraph (2), the driver of every other
vehicle shall yield the right-of-way and shall immediately drive to the right-
hand edge or curb of the highway, clear of any intersection, and thereupon
shall stop and remain stopped until the authorized emergency vehicle has
passed.

(2) A person driving a vehicle in an exclusive or preferential use lane shall
exit that lane immediately upon determining that the exit can be
accomplished with reasonable safety.

(b) The operator of every street car shall immediately stop the street car,
clear of any intersection, and remain stopped until the authorized emergency
vehicle has passed.

(c) All pedestrians upon the highway shall proceed to the nearest curb or
place of safety and remain there until the authorized emergency vehicle has
passed.

Amended Sec. 68, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Effect of Exemption
21807. The provisions of Section 21806 shall not operate to relieve the
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driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due
regard for the safety of all persons and property.

Added Ch. 653, Stats. 1961. Effective September 15, 1961.

Right of Way: Yielding to Buses
21810. (a) The driver of a vehicle overtaking a transit bus shall yield the

right-of-way to the bus if all of the following conditions are present:
(1) The transit bus has entirely exited an active traffic lane to board or

deboard passengers at a designated bus stop, and is attempting to reenter
the lane from which it exited.

(2) Directional signals on the transit bus are flashing to indicate that the
bus is preparing to merge with traffic.

(3) The transit bus is equipped with a yield right-of-way sign on the left
rear of the bus. The sign shall be both of the following:

(A) Designed to warn a person operating a motor vehicle approaching the
rear of the bus that the person is required to yield the right-of-way to the bus
when the bus is entering traffic.

(B) Illuminated by a flashing light when the bus is signaling in
preparation for entering a traffic lane after having stopped to receive or
discharge passengers.

(b) Nothing in this section requires a transit agency to install the yield
right-of-way sign described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a).

(c) This section does not relieve the driver of a transit bus from the duty
to drive the bus with due regard for the safety of all persons and property.
Nothing in this section relieves the transit agency from complying with the
standard of care for its passengers established by Section 2100 of the Civil
Code.

(d) The provisions of this section are applicable to the Santa Cruz
Metropolitan Transit District, the Orange County Transportation Authority,
the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District, and the Santa Clara County
Transit District, if the governing board of the district approves a resolution,
after a public hearing on the issue, requesting that this section be made
applicable to it, and transmits a copy of the resolution to the commissioner.

(e) (1) Notwithstanding Section 7055.5 of the Government Code, on or
before December 31, 2002, the commissioner, after consultation with the
participating transit agencies, participating law enforcement, and the
advisory committee established pursuant to paragraph (3) of subdivision (a)
of Section 34501 of the Vehicle Code, shall report to the Legislature on the
effectiveness of the right-of-way for transit vehicles established by this
section, including, but not limited to, any impact on the highway and local
road safety and the efficiency of transit operations. The report shall
recommend whether or not the right-of-way established by this section
should be made permanent on a local basis, and whether it would be effective
if implemented on a statewide basis.

(2) The commissioner, in consultation with the participating transit
agencies, the California Transit Association, the advisory committee, and the
participating local law enforcement agencies, shall identify the information
required for preparation of the report required under paragraph (1). This
information may include, but need not be limited to, all of the following:

(A) The total number of traffic collisions causing fatalities or injuries, and
the number causing only property damage.

(B) Traffic congestion issues.
(C) Public opinion issues.
(D) Efficiency of transit operations.
(E) The public education program required under subdivision (i).
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(3) The commissioner may develop a format and schedule for reporting
the information identified under paragraph (2), and the local law
enforcement agencies, transit agencies, and the California Transit
Association shall provide the ( ) 1 commissioner with the information by
using that format and in compliance with that schedule.

(f) Each transit agency participating in the program shall undertake a
public education program to inform motorists of the requirements imposed
by this section.

(g) The base fine for a violation of ( ) 2 subdivision (a) is thirty-five
dollars ($35).

(h) This section shall remain in effect only until ( ) 3 January 1, 2004,
and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted
before ( ) 3 January 1, 2004, deletes or extends that date.

Added and repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 482, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000. Repeal operative
January 1, 2003.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 937, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “commision”
2. “subsection”
3. “January 1, 2003”

NOTE: The preceding section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2004,
and as of that date is repealed.

CHAPTER 5. PEDESTRIANS’ RIGHTS AND DUTIES

Legislative Declaration: Pedestrians
21949. (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that it is the policy

of the State of California that safe and convenient pedestrian travel and
access, whether by foot, wheelchair, walker, or stroller, be provided to the
residents of the state.

(b) In accordance with the policy declared under subdivision (a), it is the
intent of the Legislature that all levels of government in the state,
particularly the Department of Transportation, work to provide convenient
and safe passage for pedestrians on and across all streets and highways,
increase levels of walking and pedestrian travel, and reduce pedestrian
fatalities and injuries.

Added Sec. 6, Ch. 833, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Right-of-Way at Crosswalks
21950. (a) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to a

pedestrian crossing the roadway within any marked crosswalk or within any
unmarked crosswalk at an intersection, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter.

(b) This section does not relieve a pedestrian from the duty of using due
care for his or her safety. No pedestrian may suddenly leave a curb or other
place of safety and walk or run into the path of a vehicle that is so close as to
constitute an immediate hazard. No pedestrian may unnecessarily stop or
delay traffic while in a marked or unmarked crosswalk.

(c) The driver of a vehicle approaching a pedestrian within any marked or
unmarked crosswalk shall exercise all due care and shall reduce the speed of
the vehicle or take any other action relating to the operation of the vehicle as
necessary to safeguard the safety of the pedestrian.

(d)  Subdivision (b) does not relieve a driver of a vehicle from the duty of
exercising due care for the safety of any pedestrian within any marked
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crosswalk or within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 833, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Removal of Marked Crosswalk: Notification
21950.5. (a) An existing marked crosswalk may not be removed unless

notice and opportunity to be heard is provided to the public not less than 30
days prior to the scheduled date of removal. In addition to any other public
notice requirements, the notice of proposed removal shall be posted at the
crosswalk identified for removal.

(b) The notice required by subdivision (a) shall include, but is not limited
to, notification to the public of both of the following:

(1) That the public may provide input relating to the scheduled removal.
(2) The form and method of providing the input authorized by paragraph

(1).
Added Sec. 9, Ch. 833, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Vehicles Stopped for Pedestrians
21951. Whenever any vehicle has stopped at a marked crosswalk or at

any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross
the roadway the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall
not overtake and pass the stopped vehicle.

Right-of-Way on Sidewalk
21952. The driver of any motor vehicle, prior to driving over or upon any

sidewalk, shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian approaching thereon.

Tunnel or Overhead Crossing
21953. Whenever any pedestrian crosses a roadway other than by

means of a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian crossing, if a pedestrian
tunnel or overhead crossing serves the place where the pedestrian is crossing
the roadway, such pedestrian shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles on
the highway so near as to constitute an immediate hazard.

This section shall not be construed to mean that a marked crosswalk, with
or without a signal device, cannot be installed where a pedestrian tunnel or
overhead crossing exists.

Amended Ch. 680, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Pedestrians Outside Crosswalks
21954. (a) Every pedestrian upon a roadway at any point other than

within a marked crosswalk or within an unmarked crosswalk at an
intersection shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles upon the roadway so
near as to constitute an immediate hazard.

(b) The provisions of this section shall not relieve the driver of a vehicle
from the duty to exercise due care for the safety of any pedestrian upon a
roadway.

Amended Ch. 1015, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.

Crossing Between Controlled Intersections
21955. Between adjacent intersections controlled by traffic control

signal devices or by police officers, pedestrians shall not cross the roadway at
any place except in a crosswalk.

Pedestrian on Roadway
21956. (a) No pedestrian may walk upon any roadway outside of a

business or residence district otherwise than close to his or her left-hand
edge of the roadway.

(b) A pedestrian may walk close to his or her right-hand edge of the
roadway if a crosswalk or other means of safely crossing the roadway is not
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available or if existing traffic or other conditions would compromise the
safety of a pedestrian attempting to cross the road.

Amended Sec. 10, Ch. 833, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Hitchhiking
21957. No person shall stand in a roadway for the purpose of soliciting a

ride from the driver of any vehicle.

Skiing or Tobogganing
21959. It is unlawful for any person to ski or toboggan on or across any

roadway in such manner as to interfere with the movement of vehicles
thereon. A person on skis proceeding on or across a highway at a pace no
greater than a walk is not within the prohibition of this section and shall be
considered to be a pedestrian with all the rights and duties thereof as
prescribed in this code.

Amended Ch. 46, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Freeways
21960. (a) The Department of Transportation and local authorities

may, by order, ordinance, or resolution, with respect to freeways or
designated portions thereof under their respective jurisdictions, to which all
rights of access have been acquired, prohibit or restrict the use of the
freeways or any portion thereof by pedestrians, bicycles or other
nonmotorized traffic or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle,
motorized bicycle, or motorized scooter. Any prohibition or restriction
pertaining to bicycles, motor-driven cycles, or motorized scooters, shall be
deemed to include motorized bicycles; and no person may operate a
motorized bicycle wherever that prohibition or restriction is in force.
Notwithstanding any provisions of any order, ordinance, or resolution to the
contrary, the driver or passengers of a disabled vehicle stopped on a freeway
may walk to the nearest exit, in either direction, on that side of the freeway
upon which the vehicle is disabled, from which telephone or motor vehicle
repair services are available.

(b)  The prohibitory regulation authorized by subdivision (a) shall be
effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected upon any
freeway and the approaches thereto.

(c) No ordinance or resolution of local authorities shall apply to any state
highway until the proposed ordinance or resolution has been presented to,
and approved in writing by, the Department of Transportation.

Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Local Regulation of Pedestrians
21961. This chapter does not prevent local authorities from adopting

ordinances prohibiting pedestrians from crossing roadways at other than
crosswalks.

Pedestrian on Bridge
21962. Any peace officer having reasonable cause to believe that any

pedestrian is stopped or standing on any bridge or overpass for the purpose
of violating Section 23110, may lawfully order such person from the bridge or
overpass.

Added Ch. 1673, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.

Visually Handicapped Pedestrian
21963. A totally or partially blind pedestrian who is carrying a

predominantly white cane (with or without a red tip), or using a guide dog,
shall have the right-of-way, and the driver of any vehicle approaching this
pedestrian, who fails to yield the right-of-way, or to take all reasonably
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necessary precautions to avoid injury to this blind pedestrian, is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding
six months, or by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor more
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both. This section shall not preclude
prosecution under any other applicable provision of law. 

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

White Canes
21964. No person, other than those totally or partially blind, shall carry

or use on any highway or in any public building, public facility, or other
public place, a predominantly white cane (with or without a red tip).

Added Ch. 461, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Definitions
21965. As used in Sections 21963 and 21964, “blind,” “totally blind,” and

“partially blind,” mean having central visual acuity not to exceed 20/200 in
the better eye, with corrected lenses, as measured by the Snellen test, or
visual acuity greater than 20/200, but with a limitation in the field of vision
such that the widest diameter of the visual field subtends an angle not
greater than 20 degrees.

Added Ch. 461, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Pedestrian in Bicycle Lane
21966. No pedestrian shall proceed along a bicycle path or lane where

there is an adjacent adequate pedestrian facility.
Added Ch. 751, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Skateboards: Prohibitions
21967. Except as provided in Section 21968, a local authority may adopt

rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution prohibiting or restricting
persons from riding or propelling skateboards on highways, sidewalks, or
roadways.

Amended Ch. 1184, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Motorized Skateboard Prohibited
21968. No motorized skateboard may be propelled on any sidewalk,

roadway, or any other part of a highway or on any bikeway, bicycle path or
trail, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail.

Added Ch. 275, Stats. 1977. Effective July 8, 1977.

Local Regulation of Roller Skating
21969. A local authority may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance

regulating persons engaged in roller skating on a highway, sidewalk, or
roadway.

Added Ch. 145, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Blocked Crosswalk: Prohibited
21970. (a) No person may stop a vehicle unnecessarily in a manner that

causes the vehicle to block a marked or unmarked crosswalk or sidewalk.
(b) Subdivision (a) does not preclude the driver of a vehicle facing a steady

circular red light from turning right or turning left from a one-way street
onto a one-way street pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 21453.

Added Sec. 11, Ch. 833, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Right-of-Way Violations: Infractions
21971. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person who

violates subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 21451, subdivision (b) of Section
21453, subdivision (a) of Section 21950, or Section 21952, and causes the
bodily injury of anyone other than the driver is guilty of an infraction
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punishable under Section 42001.18.
Added Sec. 12, Ch. 833, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

CHAPTER 6. TURNING AND STOPPING AND TURNING SIGNALS

Turning Upon a Highway
22100. Except as provided in Section 22100.5 or 22101, the driver of any

vehicle intending to turn upon a highway shall do so as follows:
(a) Right Turns. Both the approach for a right-hand turn and a right-

hand turn shall be made as close as practicable to the right-hand curb or edge
of the roadway except:

(1) Upon a highway having three marked lanes for traffic moving in one
direction which terminates at an intersecting highway accommodating
traffic in both directions, the driver of a vehicle in the middle lane may turn
right into any lane lawfully available to traffic moving in that direction upon
the roadway being entered.

(2) When a right-hand turn is made from a one-way highway at an
intersection, a driver shall approach the turn as provided in subdivision (a)
and shall complete the turn in any lane lawfully available to traffic moving
in that direction upon the roadway being entered.

(3) Upon a highway having an additional lane or lanes marked for a right
turn by appropriate signs or markings, the driver of a vehicle may turn right
from any lane designated and marked for that turning movement.

(b) Left Turns. The approach for a left turn shall be made as close as
practicable to the left-hand edge of the extreme left-hand lane or portion of
the roadway lawfully available to traffic moving in the direction of travel of
such vehicle and, when turning at an intersection, the left turn shall not be
made before entering the intersection. After entering the intersection, the
left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection in a lane lawfully
available to traffic moving in that direction upon the roadway being entered,
except:

(1) Upon a highway having three marked lanes for traffic moving in one
direction which terminates at an intersecting highway accommodating
traffic in both directions, the driver of a vehicle in the middle lane may turn
left into any lane lawfully available to traffic moving in that direction upon
the roadway being entered.

Amended Ch. 741, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

U-Turn at Controlled Intersection
22100.5. No driver shall make a U-turn at an intersection controlled by

official traffic signals except as provided in Section 21451, and then only from
the far lefthand lane that is lawfully available to traffic moving in the
direction of travel from which the turn is commenced. No driver shall make
a U-turn at an intersection controlled by official traffic control devices except
from the far lefthand lane that is lawfully available to traffic moving in the
direction of travel from which the turn is commenced.

Amended Ch. 700, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Regulation of Turns at Intersection
22101. (a) The Department of Transportation or local authorities in

respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, may cause official
traffic control devices to be placed or erected within or adjacent to
intersections to regulate or prohibit turning movements at such
intersections.

(b) When turning movements are required at an intersection notice of
such requirement shall be given by erection of a sign, unless an additional
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clearly marked traffic lane is provided for the approach to the turning
movement, in which event notice as applicable to such additional traffic lane
shall be given by any official traffic control device.

(c) When right- or left-hand turns are prohibited at an intersection notice
of such prohibition shall be given by erection of a sign.

(d) When official traffic control devices are placed as required in
subdivisions (b) or (c), it shall be unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to
disobey the directions of such official traffic control devices.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

U-Turn in Business District
22102. No person in a business district shall make a U-turn, except at

an intersection, or on a divided highway where an opening has been provided
in accordance with Section 21651. This turning movement shall be made as
close as practicable to the extreme left-hand edge of the lanes moving in the
driver’s direction of travel immediately prior to the initiation of the turning
movement, when more than one lane in the direction of travel is present.

Amended Ch. 47, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

U-Turn in Residence District
22103. No person in a residence district shall make a U-turn when any

other vehicle is approaching from either direction within 200 feet, except at
an intersection when the approaching vehicle is controlled by an official
traffic control device.

Amended Ch. 622, Stats. 1970. Effective November 3, 1970.

Turning Near Fire Stations
22104. No person shall make a U-turn in front of the driveway entrance

or approaches to a fire station. No person shall use the driveway entrance or
approaches to a fire station for the purpose of turning a vehicle so as to
proceed in the opposite direction.

Amended Ch. 622, Stats. 1970. Effective November 23, 1970.

Unobstructed View Necessary for U-Turn
22105. No person shall make a U-turn upon any highway where the

driver of such vehicle does not have an unobstructed view for 200 feet in both
directions along the highway and of any traffic thereon.

Amended Ch. 64, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Starting Parked Vehicles or Backing
22106. No person shall start a vehicle stopped, standing, or parked on a

highway, nor shall any person back a vehicle on a highway until such
movement can be made with reasonable safety.

Turning Movements and Required Signals
22107. No person shall turn a vehicle from a direct course or move right

or left upon a roadway until such movement can be made with reasonable
safety and then only after the giving of an appropriate signal in the manner
provided in this chapter in the event any other vehicle may be affected by the
movement.

Amended Ch. 1996, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Duration of Signal
22108. Any signal of intention to turn right or left shall be given

continuously during the last 100 feet traveled by the vehicle before turning.

Signal When Stopping
22109. No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the speed of a vehicle

on a highway without first giving an appropriate signal in the manner
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provided in this chapter to the driver of any vehicle immediately to the rear
when there is opportunity to give the signal.

Method of Signaling
22110. (a) The signals required by this chapter shall be given by signal

lamp, unless a vehicle is not required to be and is not equipped with turn
signals. Drivers of vehicles not required to be and not equipped with turn
signals shall give a hand and arm signal when required by this chapter.

(b) In the event the signal lamps become inoperable while driving, hand
and arm signals shall be used in the manner required in this chapter.

Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 1008, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Hand Signals
22111. All required signals given by hand and arm shall be given from

the left side of a vehicle in the following manner:
(a) Left turn–hand and arm extended horizontally beyond the side of the

vehicle.
(b) Right turn–hand and arm extended upward beyond the side of the

vehicle, except that a bicyclist may extend the right hand and arm
horizontally to the right side of the bicycle.

(c) Stop or sudden decrease of speed signal–hand and arm extended
downward beyond the side of the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 751, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Schoolbus Signal and Schoolbus Stops
22112. (a) On approach to a schoolbus stop where pupils are loading or

unloading from a schoolbus, the schoolbus driver ( ) 1 shall activate an
approved ( ) 2 amber warning light system, if the schoolbus is so equipped,
beginning 200 feet before the schoolbus stop. The schoolbus driver shall
deactivate the amber warning light system after reaching the
schoolbus stop. The schoolbus driver shall operate the flashing red light
signal ( ) 3 system and stop signal arm, as required on the schoolbus, at all
times when the schoolbus is stopped for the purpose of loading or unloading
pupils. The flashing red light signal ( ) 3 system, amber warning lights
system, and stop signal arm ( ) 4 shall not be operated at any place where
traffic is controlled by a traffic officer or at any location identified in
subdivision (e) of this section. The schoolbus flashing red light signal ( ) 3

system, amber warning lights system, and stop signal arm ( ) 4 shall not be
operated at any other time.

(b) The schoolbus driver shall stop to load or unload pupils only at a
schoolbus stop designated for pupils by the school district superintendent or
authorized by the superintendent for school activity trips.

(c) When a schoolbus is stopped on a highway or private road for the
purpose of loading or unloading pupils, at a location where traffic is not
controlled by a traffic officer, the driver ( ) 5 shall, before opening the
door, ensure that the flashing red light signal system and stop signal
arm are activated, and that it is safe to enter or exit the schoolbus.

(d) When a schoolbus is stopped on a highway or private road for the
purpose of loading or unloading pupils, at a location where traffic is not
controlled by a traffic officer or official traffic control signal, the schoolbus
driver shall do all of the following:

(1) Escort all pupils in prekindergarten, kindergarten, or any of grades 1
to 8, inclusive, who need to cross the highway or private road upon which
the schoolbus is stopped. The driver shall use an approved hand-held
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“STOP” sign while escorting all pupils.
(2) Require all pupils who need to cross the highway or private road

upon which the schoolbus is stopped to walk in front of the bus as they
cross. ( ) 6 

(3) Ensure that all pupils who need to cross the highway or private road
upon which the schoolbus is stopped have crossed safely, and that all
other ( ) 7 pupils and pedestrians are a safe distance from the schoolbus ( ) 8

before setting the schoolbus in motion.
(e) Except at a location where pupils are loading or unloading from a

schoolbus and must cross a highway or private road upon which the
schoolbus is stopped, the schoolbus driver may not activate the amber
warning light system, the flashing red light signal ( ) 3 system and stop
signal arm ( ) 9 at any of the following locations:

(1) Schoolbus loading zones on or adjacent to school grounds or during an
activity trip, if the schoolbus is lawfully stopped or parked.

(2) Where the schoolbus is disabled due to mechanical breakdown. The
driver of a relief bus that arrives at the scene to transport pupils from
the disabled schoolbus shall not activate the amber warning light
system, the flashing red light system, and stop signal arm.

(3) Where ( ) 10 a pupil requires physical assistance from the driver
or authorized attendant to board or leave the schoolbus and providing
the assistance extends the length of time the schoolbus is stopped
beyond the time required to load or unload a pupil that does not
require physical assistance.

(4) Where the roadway surface on which the bus is stopped is partially or
completely covered by snow or ice and requiring traffic to stop would pose a
safety hazard as determined by the schoolbus motor carrier.

(5) On a state highway with a posted speed limit of 55 miles per hour or
higher where the schoolbus is completely off the main traveled portion of the
highway.

(6) Any location determined by a school district, with the approval of the
Department of the California Highway Patrol, to present a traffic or safety
hazard.

(f) Notwithstanding subdivisions (a) to (d), inclusive, the Department of
the California Highway Patrol may require the activation of an approved
flashing amber warning light ( ) 11 system, if the schoolbus is so equipped,
or the flashing red light signal ( ) 3 system and stop signal arm, as required
on the schoolbus, at any location where the department determines that the
activation is necessary for the safety of school pupils loading or unloading
from a schoolbus.

Amended Ch. 831, Stats. 1994. Effective September 27, 1994.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 739, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 647, Stats. 1999. Effective October 10, 1999.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 397, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “of the schoolbus”
2. “flashing amber light warning”
3. “lights”
4. “system”
5. “shall do all of the following: (1) Check for approaching traffic in all directions and activate

the flashing red light signal system and stop signal arm, as defined in Section 25257, if equipped
with a stop signal arm.

(2) Before opening the door, ensure that the flashing red signal lights and stop signal arm are
activated, and that it is safe to exit the schoolbus.”

6. “the highway or private road”
7. “unloaded”
8. “and it is safe to move”
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9. “ requirements imposed by this section do not apply to a schoolbus driver”
10. “pupils require”
11. “warning”

Local Authorities
22113. This chapter does not prevent local authorities, by ordinance,

from prohibiting the making of any turning movement by any vehicle at any
intersection or between any designated intersections.

CHAPTER 7. SPEED LAWS

Article 1. Generally

Excessive Speed and Designated Lane Use
22348. (a) Notwithstanding subdivision (b) of Section 22351, no person

shall drive a vehicle upon a highway with a speed limit established pursuant
to Section 22349 or 22356 at a speed greater than that speed limit.

(b) Any person who drives a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater
than 100 miles per hour is guilty of an infraction punishable, as follows:

(1) Upon a first conviction of a violation of this subdivision, by a fine of not
to exceed five hundred dollars ($500). The court may also suspend the
privilege of the person to operate a motor vehicle for a period not to exceed
30 days pursuant to Section 13200.5.

(2) Upon a conviction under this subdivision of an offense which occurred
within three years of a prior offense resulting in a conviction of an offense
under this subdivision, by a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500).
The person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall be suspended by the
Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 13355.

(3) Upon a conviction under this subdivision of an offense which occurred
within five years of two or more prior offenses resulting in convictions of
offenses under this subdivision, by a fine of not to exceed five hundred dollars
($500). The person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall be suspended
by the Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section
13355.

(c) Any vehicle subject to Section 22406 shall be driven in a lane
designated pursuant to Section 21655, or if no lane has been so designated,
in the right-hand lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand
edge or curb. When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the
same direction, the drivers shall use either the designated lane, the lane to
the immediate left of the right-hand lane, or the right-hand lane for traffic as
permitted under this code. If, however, specific lane or lanes have not been
designated on a divided highway having four or more clearly marked lanes
for traffic in one direction, any such vehicle may also be driven in the lane to
the immediate left of the right-hand lane, unless otherwise prohibited under
this code. This subdivision does not apply to a driver who is preparing for a
left- or right-hand turn or who is in the process of entering into or exiting
from a highway or to a driver who is required necessarily to drive in a lane
other than the right-hand lane to continue on his or her intended route.

Amended Ch. 72, Stats. 1987. Effective June 30, 1987. Supersedes Ch. 25.

Maximum Speed Limit
22349. (a) Except as provided in Section 22356, no person may drive a

vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater than 65 miles per hour.
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person may drive a

vehicle upon a two-lane, undivided highway at a speed greater than 55 miles
per hour unless that highway, or portion thereof, has been posted for a higher
speed by the Department of Transportation or appropriate local agency upon
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the basis of an engineering and traffic survey. For purposes of this
subdivision, the following apply:

(1) A two-lane, undivided highway is a highway with not more than one
through lane of travel in each direction.

(2) Passing lanes may not be considered when determining the number of
through lanes.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that there be reasonable signing on
affected two-lane, undivided highways described in subdivision (b) in
continuing the 55 miles-per-hour speed limit, including placing signs at
county boundaries to the extent possible, and at other appropriate locations.

Amended and Repealed Sec. 22, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal opera-
tive March 31, 1996.

Added Sec. 23, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative March 31, 1996.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 20, Stats. 1996. Effective March 29, 1996.
Amended Sec. 41, Ch. 724, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Basic Speed Law
22350. No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highway at a speed greater

than is reasonable or prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the
traffic on, and the surface and width of, the highway, and in no event at a
speed which endangers the safety of persons or property.

Amended Ch. 252, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Speed Law Violations
22351. (a) The speed of any vehicle upon a highway not in excess of the

limits specified in Section 22352 or established as authorized in this code is
lawful unless clearly proved to be in violation of the basic speed law.

(b) The speed of any vehicle upon a highway in excess of the prima facie
speed limits in Section 22352 or established as authorized in this code is
prima facie unlawful unless the defendant establishes by competent evidence
that the speed in excess of said limits did not constitute a violation of the
basic speed law at the time, place and under the conditions then existing.

Prima Facie Speed Limits
22352. (a) The prima facie limits are as follows and shall be applicable

unless changed as authorized in this code and, if so changed, only when signs
have been erected giving notice thereof:

(1) Fifteen miles per hour:
(A) When traversing a railway grade crossing, if during the last 100 feet

of the approach to the crossing the driver does not have a clear and
unobstructed view of the crossing and of any traffic on the railway for a
distance of 400 feet in both directions along the railway. This subdivision
does not apply in the case of any railway grade crossing where a human
flagman is on duty or a clearly visible electrical or mechanical railway
crossing signal device is installed but does not then indicate the immediate
approach of a railway train or car.

(B) When traversing any intersection of highways if during the last 100
feet of the driver’s approach to the intersection the driver does not have a
clear and unobstructed view of the intersection and of any traffic upon all of
the highways entering the intersection for a distance of 100 feet along all
those highways, except at an intersection protected by stop signs or yield
right-of-way signs or controlled by official traffic control signals.

(C) On any alley.
(2) Twenty-five miles per hour:
(A) On any highway other than a state highway, in any business or

residence district unless a different speed is determined by local authority
under procedures set forth in this code.
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(B) When approaching or passing a school building or the grounds
thereof, contiguous to a highway and posted with a standard “SCHOOL”
warning sign, while children are going to or leaving the school either during
school hours or during the noon recess period. The prima facie limit shall also
apply when approaching or passing any school grounds which are not
separated from the highway by a fence, gate, or other physical barrier while
the grounds are in use by children and the highway is posted with a standard
“SCHOOL” warning sign. For purposes of this subparagraph, standard
“SCHOOL” warning signs may be placed at any distance up to 500 feet away
from school grounds.

(C) When passing a senior center or other facility primarily used by
senior citizens, contiguous to a street other than a state highway and posted
with a standard “SENIOR” warning sign. A local authority is not required to
erect any sign pursuant to this paragraph until donations from private
sources covering those costs are received and the local agency makes a
determination that the proposed signing should be implemented. A local
authority may, however, utilize any other funds available to it to pay for the
erection of those signs.

(b) This section shall become operative on March 1, 2001.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 421, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 521, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001. Operative March 1, 2001.

City of Norco: Equestrian Safety
22353. When conducting an engineering and traffic survey, the

City of Norco, in addition to the factors set forth in Section 627, may
also consider equestrian safety.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 186, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Decrease of State Highway Speed Limits
22354. (a) Whenever the Department of Transportation determines

upon the basis of an engineering and traffic survey that the limit of 65 miles
per hour is more than is reasonable or safe upon any portion of a state
highway where the limit of 65 miles is applicable, the department may
determine and declare a prima facie speed limit of 60, 55, 50, 45, 40, 35, 30
or 25 miles per hour, whichever is found most appropriate to facilitate the
orderly movement of traffic and is reasonable and safe, which declared prima
facie speed limit shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice
thereof are erected upon the highway.

(b) This section shall become operative on the date specified in
subdivision (c) of Section 22366.

Amended and repealed Sec. 24, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal opera-
tive March 31, 1996.

Added Sec. 25, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative March 31, 1996.

Speed Limit Change: Consultation and Consideration Requirements
22354.5. (a) Whenever the Department of Transportation determines,

upon the basis of an engineering and traffic survey, to increase or decrease
the existing speed limit on a particular portion of a state highway pursuant
to Section 22354, it shall, prior to increasing or decreasing that speed limit,
consult with, and take into consideration the recommendations of, the
Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(b) The city council or board of supervisors of a city or county through
which any portion of a state highway subject to subdivision (a) extends may
conduct a public hearing on the proposed increase or decrease at a convenient
location as near as possible to that portion of state highway. The Department
of Transportation shall take into consideration the results of the public
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hearing in determining whether to increase or decrease the speed limit.
Added Ch. 219, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Variable Speed Limits
22355. Whenever the Department of Transportation determines upon

the basis of an engineering and traffic survey that the safe and orderly
movement of traffic upon any state highway which is a freeway will be
facilitated by the establishment of variable speed limits, the department may
erect, regulate, and control signs upon the state highway which is a freeway,
or any portion thereof, which signs shall be so designed as to permit display
of different speed limits at various times of the day or night. Such signs need
not conform to the standards and specifications established by regulations of
the Department of Transportation pursuant to Section 21400, but shall be of
sufficient size and clarity to give adequate notice of the applicable speed
limit. The speed limit upon the freeway at a particular time and place shall
be that which is then and there displayed upon such sign.

Amended Ch. 78, Stats. 1973. Effective January 1, 1974.

Increase of Freeway Speed Limit to 70 Miles Per Hour
22356. (a) Whenever the Department of Transportation, after

consultation with the Department of the California Highway Patrol,
determines upon the basis of an engineering and traffic survey on existing
highway segments, or upon the basis of appropriate design standards and
projected traffic volumes in the case of newly constructed highway segments,
that a speed greater than 65 miles per hour would facilitate the orderly
movement of vehicular traffic and would be reasonable and safe upon any
state highway, or portion thereof, that is otherwise subject to a maximum
speed limit of 65 miles per hour, the Department of Transportation, with the
approval of the Department of the California Highway Patrol, may declare a
higher maximum speed of 70 miles per hour for vehicles not subject to
Section 22406, and shall cause appropriate signs to be erected giving notice
thereof. The Department of Transportation shall only make a determination
under this section that is fully consistent with, and in full compliance with,
federal law.

(b) No person shall drive a vehicle upon that highway at a speed greater
than 70 miles per hour, as posted.

(c) This section shall become operative on the date specified in
subdivision (c) of Section 22366.

Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended and repealed Sec. 26, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal opera-

tive January 7, 1996.
Added Sec. 27, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative January 7, 1996.

Increase of Local Speed Limits to 65 Miles Per Hour
22357. (a) Whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that a speed greater than 25 miles per hour
would facilitate the orderly movement of vehicular traffic and would be
reasonable and safe upon any street other than a state highway otherwise
subject to a prima facie limit of 25 miles per hour, the local authority may by
ordinance determine and declare a prima facie speed limit of 30, 35, 40, 45,
50, 55, or 60 miles per hour or a maximum speed limit of 65 miles per hour,
whichever is found most appropriate to facilitate the orderly movement of
traffic and is reasonable and safe. The declared prima facie or maximum
speed limit shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are
erected upon the street and shall not thereafter be revised except upon the
basis of an engineering and traffic survey. This section does not apply to any
25-mile-per-hour prima facie limit which is applicable when passing a school
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building or the grounds thereof or when passing a senior center or other
facility primarily used by senior citizens.

(b) This section shall become operative on the date specified in
subdivision (c) of Section 22366.

Amended and repealed Sec. 28, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal opera-
tive March 31, 1996.

Added Sec. 29, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative March 31, 1996.

Decrease Near Children’s Playgrounds
22357.1. Notwithstanding Section 22357, a local authority may, by

ordinance or resolution, set a prima facie speed limit of 25 miles per hour on
any street, other than a state highway, adjacent to any children’s playground
in a public park but only during particular hours or days when children are
expected to use the facilities. The 25 miles per hour speed limit shall be
effective when signs giving notice of the speed limit are posted.

Added Ch. 508, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

Decrease of Local Speed Limits
22358. (a) Whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that the limit of 65 miles per hour is more
than is reasonable or safe upon any portion of any street other than a state
highway where the limit of 65 miles per hour is applicable, the local
authority may by ordinance determine and declare a prima facie speed limit
of 60, 55, 50, 45, 40, 35, 30, or 25 miles per hour, whichever is found most
appropriate to facilitate the orderly movement of traffic and is reasonable
and safe, which declared prima facie limit shall be effective when
appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected upon the street.

(b) This section shall become operative on the date specified in
subdivision (c) of Section 22366.

Amended and repealed Sec. 30, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal opera-
tive March 31, 1996.

Added Sec. 31, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative March 31, 1996.

Decrease on Narrow Street
22358.3. Whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that the prima facie speed limit of 25 miles per
hour in a business or residence district or in a public park on any street
having a roadway not exceeding 25 feet in width, other than a state highway,
is more than is reasonable or safe, the local authority may, by ordinance or
resolution determine and declare a prima facie speed limit of 20 or 15 miles
per hour, whichever is found most appropriate and is reasonable and safe.
The declared prima facie limit shall be effective when appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are erected upon the street.

Amended Ch. 1095, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973. Supersedes Ch. 372.

Decrease of Local Limits Near Schools or Senior Centers
22358.4. Whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that the prima facie speed limit of 25 miles per
hour established by paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 22352 is
more than is reasonable or safe, the local authority may, by ordinance or
resolution, determine and declare a prima facie speed limit of 20 or 15 miles
per hour, whichever is justified as the appropriate speed limit by such
survey. The ordinance or resolution shall not be effective until appropriate
signs giving notice of the speed limit are erected upon the highway and, in
the case of a state highway, until the ordinance is approved by the
Department of Transportation and the appropriate signs are erected upon
the highway.

Amended Ch. 542, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991. Supersedes Ch. 441.
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Downward Speed Zoning
22358.5. It is the intent of the Legislature that physical conditions such

as width, curvature, grade and surface conditions, or any other condition
readily apparent to a driver, in the absence of other factors, would not
require special downward speed zoning, as the basic rule of Section 22350 is
sufficient regulation as to such conditions.

Added Ch. 11, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Boundary Line Streets
22359. With respect to boundary line streets and highways where

portions thereof are within different jurisdictions, no ordinance adopted
under Sections 22357 and 22358 shall be effective as to any such portion
until all authorities having jurisdiction of the portions of the street concerned
have approved the same. This section shall not apply in the case of boundary
line streets consisting of separate roadways within different jurisdictions.

Amended Ch. 209, Stats. 1963. Effective April 29, 1963.

Maximum Speed Limit on Local Highway Linking Districts
22360. (a) Whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that the limit of 65 miles per hour is more
than is reasonable or safe upon any portion of a highway other than a state
highway for a distance of not exceeding 2,000 feet in length between districts,
either business or residence, the local authority may determine and declare
a reasonable and safe prima facie limit thereon lower than 65 miles per hour,
but not less than 25 miles per hour, which declared prima facie speed limit
shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected
upon the street or highway.

(b) This section shall become operative on the date specified in subdivision
(c) of Section 22366.

Amended and repealed Sec. 32, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Repeal opera-
tive March 31, 1996.

Added Sec. 33, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Operative March 31, 1996.

Multiple-Lane Highways
22361. On multiple-lane highways with two or more separate roadways

different prima facie speed limits may be established for different roadways
under any of the procedures specified in Sections 22354 to 22359, inclusive.

Amended Ch. 209, Stats. 1963. Effective April 29, 1963.

Speed Limit Where Persons at Work
22362. It is prima facie a violation of the basic speed law for any person

to operate a vehicle in excess of the posted speed limit upon any portion of a
highway where officers or employees of the agency having jurisdiction of the
same, or any contractor of the agency or his employees, are at work on the
roadway or within the right-of-way so close thereto as to be endangered by
passing traffic. This section applies only when appropriate signs, indicating
the limits of the restricted zone, and the speed limit applicable therein, are
placed by such agency within 400 feet of each end of such zone. The signs
shall display the figures indicating the applicable limit, which shall not be
less than 25 miles per hour, and shall indicate the purpose of the speed
restriction. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to relieve any operator of
a vehicle from complying with the basic speed law.

Amended Ch. 515, Stats. 1970. Effective November 23, 1970.

Restrictions Because of Snow or Ice Conditions
22363. Notwithstanding any speed limit that may be in effect upon the

highway, the Department of Transportation in respect to state highways, or
a local authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, may
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determine and declare a prima facie speed limit of 40, 35, 30, or 25 miles per
hour, whichever is found most appropriate and is reasonable and safe based
on the prevailing snow or ice conditions upon such highway or any portion
thereof. Signs may be placed and removed as snow or ice conditions vary.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Lane Speed Limits
22364. Whenever the Department of Transportation determines, upon

the basis of an engineering and traffic survey, that the safe and orderly
movement of traffic upon any state highway will be facilitated by the
establishment of different speed limits for the various lanes of traffic, the
department may place signs upon the state highway, or any portion thereof.
The signs shall designate the speed limits for each of the lanes of traffic.

Amended Ch. 681, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Prima Facie Speed Limit: South Coast Air Quality Management 
District: Local Ordinances

22365. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any county or city,
which is contained, in whole or in part, within the South Coast Air Quality
Management District, may, if the county or city determines that it is
necessary to achieve or maintain state or federal ambient air quality
standards for particulate matter, determine and declare by ordinance a
prima facie speed limit that is lower than that which the county or city is
otherwise permitted by this code to establish, for any unpaved road under
the jurisdiction of the county or city and within the district. That declared
prima facie speed limit shall be effective when appropriate signs giving
notice thereof are erected along the road.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 16, Stats. 1997. Effective May 30, 1997.

Notice of Authorization to Increase Maximum Speed Limit
22366. (a) Whenever the Director of Transportation determines the date

upon which the state may establish a maximum speed limit of 65 miles per
hour on highways without subjecting the state to a reduction in the amount
of federal aid for highways, the director shall notify the Secretary of State of
that determination.

(b) The notice required under subdivision (a) shall state that it is being
made pursuant to this section.

(c) The notice shall specify a date which is either the date determined
pursuant to subdivision (a), or a later date designated by the director.

Added Sec. 34, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Article 2. Other Speed Laws

Minimum Speed Law
22400. (a) No person shall drive upon a highway at such a slow speed as

to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, unless the
reduced speed is necessary for safe operation, because of a grade, or in
compliance with law.

No person shall bring a vehicle to a complete stop upon a highway so as to
impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic unless the
stop is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law.

(b) Whenever the Department of Transportation determines on the basis
of an engineering and traffic survey that slow speeds on any part of a state
highway consistently impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic,
the department may determine and declare a minimum speed limit below
which no person shall drive a vehicle, except when necessary for safe
operation or in compliance with law, when appropriate signs giving notice
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thereof are erected along the part of the highway for which a minimum speed
limit is established.

Subdivision (b) of this section shall apply only to vehicles subject to
registration.

Amended Ch. 364, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Traffic Signals
22401. Local authorities in timing traffic signals may so regulate the

timing thereof as to permit the movement of traffic in an orderly and safe
manner at speeds slightly at variance from the speed otherwise applicable
under this code.

Bridges and Structures
22402. The Department of Transportation may, in the manner provided

in Section 22404 determine the maximum speed, not less than five miles per
hour, which can be maintained with safety to any bridge, elevated structure,
tube, or tunnel on a state highway. Said department may also make a
determination with reference to any other highway upon receiving a request
therefor from the board of supervisors or road commissioner of the county,
the governing body of the local authority having jurisdiction over the bridge,
elevated structure, tube, or tunnel.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Local Bridges and Structures
22403. Any local authority may, in the manner provided in Section

22404, determine the maximum speed, not less than five miles per hour,
which can be maintained with safety to any bridge, elevated structure, tube,
or tunnel under its jurisdiction, or may request the Department of
Transportation to make such determination.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Revision of Speed Limit on Bridges and Structures
22404. The Department of Transportation or local authority making a

determination of the maximum safe speed upon a bridge, elevated structure,
tube, or tunnel shall first make an engineering investigation and shall hold
a public hearing.

Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be posted upon the
bridge, elevated structure, tube, or tunnel at least five days before the date
fixed for the hearing. Upon the basis of the investigation and all evidence
presented at the hearing, the department or local authority shall determine
by order in writing the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety
to the bridge, elevated structure, tube or tunnel. Thereupon, the authority
having jurisdiction over the bridge, elevated structure, tube, or tunnel shall
erect and maintain suitable signs specifying the maximum speed so
determined at a distance of not more than 500 feet from each end of the
bridge, elevated structure, tube, tunnel, or any approach thereto.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Violations on Bridges and Structures
22405. (a) No person shall drive a vehicle on any bridge, elevated

structure, tube, or tunnel constituting a part of a highway, at a speed which
is greater than the maximum speed which can be maintained with safety to
such structure.

(b) Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of this section
with respect to a sign erected under Section 22404, proof of the
determination of the maximum speed by the Department of Transportation
or local authority and the erection and maintenance of the speed signs shall
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constitute prima facie evidence of the maximum speed which can be
maintained with safety to the bridge, elevated structure, tube, or tunnel.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Maximum Speed for Designated Vehicles
22406.  No person may drive any of the following vehicles on a highway

at a speed in excess of 55 miles per hour: 
(a) A motortruck or truck tractor having three or more axles or any

motortruck or truck tractor drawing any other vehicle. 
(b) A passenger vehicle or bus drawing any other vehicle. 
(c) A schoolbus transporting any school pupil. 
(d) A farm labor vehicle when transporting passengers. 
(e) A vehicle transporting explosives. 
(f) A trailer bus, as defined in Section 636. 
Amended Sec. 42, Ch. 724, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 22, Ch. 787, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Commercial Motor Vehicle Driver: Penalties
22406.1. Any person who operates a commercial motor vehicle, as

defined in Section 15210, upon a highway at a speed exceeding a maximum
speed limit established under this code by 15 miles per hour or more, is guilty
of a misdemeanor. A violation of this section shall be considered a “serious
traffic violation,” as defined in subdivision (i) of Section 15210, and shall be
subject to the sanctions provided under Section 15306 or 15308, in addition
to any other penalty provided by law.

Added Sec. 23, Ch. 787, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Tank Vehicle Driver Penalties
22406.5. Any person who drives a tank vehicle subject to Division 14.7

(commencing with Section 34000) while transporting more than 500 gallons
of flammable liquid at a speed greater than the applicable speed limit or in
willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is, in
addition to any other applicable penalty, subject to a fine of not less than five
hundred dollars ($500) for a first offense and, for a second or subsequent
offense within two years of a prior offense, to a fine of not less than two
thousand dollars ($2,000) and a suspension of up to six months of a
hazardous materials or cargo tank endorsement, or both.

Added Ch. 1043, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Decreasing Truck Speed Limit
22407. Whenever the Department of Transportation or local authority

determines upon the basis of engineering studies and a traffic survey that
the speed of 55 miles per hour is more than is reasonable or safe for vehicles
mentioned in subdivision (a) of Section 22406 which have a manufacturer’s
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or more, in descending a grade
upon any portion of a highway, the department or local authority, with
respect to highways under their respective jurisdiction, may determine and
declare a speed limit of 50, 45, 40, 35, 30, 25 or 20 miles per hour, whichever
is found most appropriate to facilitate the orderly movement of traffic and is
reasonable and safe, which declared speed limit shall be effective for such
vehicles when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected upon the
highway.

Amended Ch. 82, Stats. 1973. Effective January 1, 1974.

Solid Tire
22409. No person shall operate any vehicle equipped with any solid tire

when such vehicle has a gross weight as set forth in the following table at any
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speed in excess of the speed set forth opposite such gross weight:

Metal Tires
22410. No person shall operate any vehicle equipped with any metal tire

in contact with the surface of the highway at a speed in excess of six miles
per hour.

Maximum Speed for Motorized Scooters
22411. No person shall operate a motorized scooter at a speed in excess

of 15 miles per hour.
Added Sec. 7, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Decreasing Speed Limit on Grades
22413. Whenever a local authority determines upon the basis of an

engineering and traffic survey that the prima facie limit of 25 miles per hour
is more than is reasonable and safe on any portion of a street having a grade
in excess of 10 percent, the local authority may by ordinance determine and
declare a maximum limit of 20 or 15 miles per hour, whichever is found most
appropriate and is reasonable and safe. The declared maximum speed shall
be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected upon
the street.

Added Ch. 318, Stats. 1959.

CHAPTER 8. SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED

Stop Requirements
22450. (a) The driver of any vehicle approaching a stop sign at the

entrance to, or within, an intersection, or railroad grade crossing shall stop
at a limit line, if marked, otherwise before entering the crosswalk on the near
side of the intersection.

If there is no limit line or crosswalk, the driver shall stop at the entrance
to the intersecting roadway or railroad grade crossing.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a local authority may
adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution providing for the
placement of a stop sign at any location on a highway under its jurisdiction
where the stop sign would enhance traffic safety.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Stops: Railroad or Rail Transit Grade Crossings
22451. (a) The driver of any vehicle or pedestrian approaching a

railroad or rail transit grade crossing shall stop not less than 15 feet from the
nearest rail and shall not proceed until he or she can do so safely, whenever
the following conditions exist:

(1) A clearly visible electric or mechanical signal device or a flagman gives
warning of the approach or passage of a train or car.

(2) An approaching train or car is plainly visible or is emitting an audible
signal and, by reason of its speed or nearness, is an immediate hazard.

(b) No driver or pedestrian shall proceed through, around, or under any
railroad or rail transit crossing gate while the gate is closed.

(c) Whenever a railroad or rail transit crossing is equipped with an
automated enforcement system, a notice of a violation of this section is

When gross weight 
of vehicle and load is:

Maximum speed 
in miles per hour:

10,000 lbs. or more but less than 16,000 lbs ........................................25
16,000 lbs. or more but less than 22,000 lbs ........................................15
22,000 lbs. or more ................................................................................12
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subject to the procedures provided in Section 40518.
Amended Ch. 1216, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 922, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 54, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 27, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Railroad Crossings
22452. (a)   Subdivisions (b) and (c) apply to the operation of the

following vehicles:
(1) Any bus or farm labor vehicle carrying passengers.
(2) Any motortruck transporting employees in addition to those riding in

the cab.
(3) Any schoolbus and any school pupil activity bus transporting school

pupils, except as otherwise provided in paragraph (4) of subdivision (c).  
(4) Every commercial motor vehicle transporting any quantity of a

Division 2.3 chlorine, as classified by Title 49 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.

(5) Every commercial motor vehicle that is required to be marked or
placarded in accordance with the regulations of Title 49 of the Code of
Federal Regulations with one of the following federal classifications:

(A) Division 1.1.
(B) Division 1.2, or Division 1.3.
(C) Division 2.3 Poison gas.
(D) Division 4.3.
(E) Class 7.
(F) Class 3 Flammable.
(G) Division 5.1.
(H) Division 2.2.
(I) Division 2.3 Chlorine.
(J) Division 6.1 Poison.
(K) Division 2.2 Oxygen.
(L) Division 2.1.
(M) Class 3 Combustible liquid.
(N) Division 4.1.
(O) Division 5.1.
(P) Division 5.2.
(Q) Class 8.
(R) Class Division 1.4.
(S) Every cargo tank motor vehicle, whether loaded or empty, used for the

transportation of any hazardous material, as defined in Parts 107 to 180,
inclusive, of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(6) Every cargo tank motor vehicle transporting a commodity that at the
time of loading has a temperature above its flashpoint, as determined under
Section 173.120 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(7) Every cargo tank motor vehicle, whether loaded or empty,
transporting any commodity under exemption in accordance with Subpart B
of Part 107 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(b) Before traversing a railroad grade crossing, the driver of any vehicle
described in subdivision (a) shall stop  that vehicle not less than 15 nor more
than 50 feet from the nearest rail of the track and while so stopped shall
listen, and look in both directions along the track, for any approaching train
and for signals indicating the approach of a train, and shall not proceed until
he or she can do so safely. Upon proceeding, the gears shall not be shifted
manually while crossing the tracks.

(c) No stop need be made at any crossing in the following circumstances:
(1) Of railroad tracks running along and upon the roadway within a
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business or residence district.
(2) Where a traffic officer or an official traffic control signal directs traffic

to proceed.
(3) Where an exempt sign was authorized by the Public Utilities

Commission prior to January 1, 1978.
(4) Where an official railroad crossing stop exempt sign in compliance

with Section 21400 has been placed by the Department of Transportation or
a local authority pursuant to Section 22452.5. This paragraph shall not apply
with respect to any schoolbus or to any school pupil activity bus.

Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 504, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Signs; Stop Not Required
22452.5. The Department of Transportation and local authorities, with

respect to highways under their respective jurisdictions, may place signs at
railroad grade crossings permitting any vehicle described in subdivision (a)
of Section 22452 to traverse such crossings without stopping. Such signs
shall be placed in accordance with criteria adopted by the Public Utilities
Commission. Prior to placing such signs, the Department of Transportation
or local authority shall consult with the Department of the California
Highway Patrol, railroad corporations involved, and the operators involved
and shall secure the permission of the Public Utilities Commission if a
railroad corporation under the jurisdiction of the Public Utilities
Commission is affected. Prior to permitting the placement of such signs, the
Public Utilities Commission shall seek the concurrence of the Department of
the California Highway Patrol.

Amended Ch. 373, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Effect of Negligence on Passengers
22453. Failure of the driver of a motor vehicle carrying any passenger

for hire to stop as required in Section 22452 shall not be imputed to any bona
fide passenger for hire in such vehicle.

Schoolbus: Meeting and Passing
22454. (a) The driver of any vehicle, upon meeting or overtaking, from

either direction, any schoolbus equipped with signs as required in this code,
that is stopped for the purpose of loading or unloading any schoolchildren
and displays a flashing red light signal and stop signal arm, as defined in
paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of Section 25257, if equipped with a stop
signal arm, visible from front or rear, shall bring the vehicle to a stop
immediately before passing the schoolbus and shall not proceed past the
schoolbus until the flashing red light signal and stop signal arm, if equipped
with a stop signal arm, cease operation.

(b) (1) The driver of a vehicle upon a divided highway or multiple-lane
highway need not stop upon meeting or passing a schoolbus that is upon the
other roadway. 

(2) For the purposes of this subdivision, a multiple-lane highway is any
highway that has two or more lanes of travel in each direction.

(c) (1) If a vehicle was observed overtaking a schoolbus in violation of
subdivision (a), and the driver of the schoolbus witnessed the violation, the
driver may, within 24 hours, report the violation and furnish the vehicle
license plate number and description and the time and place of the violation
to the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction of the offense. That
law enforcement agency shall issue a letter of warning prepared in
accordance with paragraph (2) with respect to the alleged violation to the
registered owner of the vehicle. The issuance of a warning letter under this
paragraph shall not be entered on the driving record of the person to whom
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it is issued, but does not preclude the imposition of any other applicable
penalty.

(2) The Attorney General shall prepare and furnish to every law
enforcement agency in the state a form letter for purposes of paragraph (1),
and the law enforcement agency may issue those letters in the exact form
prepared by the Attorney General. The Attorney General may charge a fee to
any law enforcement agency that requests a copy of the form letter to recover
the costs of preparing and providing that copy.

(d) This section also applies to a roadway upon private property.
Amended Ch. 589, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 647, Stats. 1999. Effective October 10, 1999.

Unlawful Passing of Schoolbus: Penalties
22454.5. Notwithstanding Section 42001, a person convicted of a first

violation of Section 22454 shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
hundred fifty dollars ($150) or more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250). A
person convicted of a second separate violation of Section 22454 shall be
punished by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) or more than
one thousand dollars ($1,000). If a person is convicted of a third or
subsequent violation of Section 22454 and the offense occurred within three
years of two or more separate violations of Section 22454, the Department of
Motor Vehicles shall suspend the person’s privilege to operate a motor
vehicle for one year.

Amended Ch. 1296, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Vending from Vehicles
22455. (a) The driver of any commercial vehicle engaged in vending

upon a street may vend products on a street in a residence district only after
bringing the vehicle to a complete stop and lawfully parked adjacent to the
curb, consistent with the requirements of Chapter 9 (commencing with
Section 22500) and local ordinances adopted pursuant thereto.

(b) A local authority may, by ordinance or resolution, adopt additional
requirements for the public safety regulating any type of vending from
vehicles upon any street.

Amended Ch. 495, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Vending from Ice Cream Trucks
22456. (a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the Destiny

Nicole Stout Memorial Act.
(b) The Legislature finds and declares that motor vehicles engaged in

vending ice cream and similar food items in residential neighborhoods can
increase the danger to children, and it is necessary that these vehicles are
clearly seen and noticed by motorists and pedestrians to protect public
safety.

(c) As used in this section, the term “ice cream truck” means a motor
vehicle engaged in the curbside vending or sale of frozen or refrigerated
desserts, confections, or novelties commonly known as ice cream, or
prepackaged candies, prepackaged snack foods, or soft drinks, primarily
intended for the sale to children under 12 years of age.

(d) Any ice cream truck shall be equipped at all times, while engaged in
vending in a residential area, with signs mounted on both the front and the
rear and clearly legible from a distance of 100 feet under daylight conditions,
incorporating the words “WARNING” and “CHILDREN CROSSING.” Each
sign shall be at least 12 inches high by 48 inches wide, with letters of a dark
color and at least four inches in height, a one-inch wide solid border, and a
sharply contrasting background.

(e) A person may not vend from an ice cream truck that is stopped,
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parked, or standing on any public street, alley, or highway under any of the
following conditions:

(1) On a street, alley, or highway with a posted speed limit greater than
25 miles per hour.

(2) If the street, alley, or highway is within 100 feet of an intersection
with an opposing highway that has a posted speed limit greater than 25
miles per hour.

(3) If the vendor does not have an unobstructed view for 200 feet in both
directions along the highway and of any traffic on the highway. 

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 344, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

CHAPTER 9. STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING

Prohibited Stopping, Standing, or Parking
22500. No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle whether

attended or unattended, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other
traffic or in compliance with the directions of a peace officer or official traffic
control device, in any of the following places:

(a) Within an intersection, except adjacent to curbs as may be permitted
by local ordinance.

(b) On a crosswalk, except that a bus engaged as a common carrier or a
taxicab may stop in an unmarked crosswalk to load or unload passengers
when authorized by the legislative body of any city pursuant to an ordinance.

(c) Between a safety zone and the adjacent right-hand curb or within the
area between the zone and the curb as may be indicated by a sign or red paint
on the curb, which sign or paint was erected or placed by local authorities
pursuant to an ordinance.

(d) Within 15 feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station. This
subdivision does not apply to any vehicle owned or operated by a fire
department and clearly marked as a fire department vehicle.

(e) In front of a public or private driveway, except that a bus engaged as
a common carrier, schoolbus, or a taxicab may stop to load or unload
passengers when authorized by local authorities pursuant to an ordinance.

In unincorporated territory, where the entrance of a private road or
driveway is not delineated by an opening in a curb or by other curb
construction, so much of the surface of the ground as is paved, surfaced, or
otherwise plainly marked by vehicle use as a private road or driveway
entrance, shall constitute a driveway.

(f) On any portion of a sidewalk, or with the body of the vehicle extending
over any portion of a sidewalk, except electric carts when authorized by local
ordinance, as specified in Section 21114.5. Lights, mirrors, or devices that
are required to be mounted upon a vehicle under this code may extend from
the body of the vehicle over the sidewalk to a distance of not more than 10
inches.

(g) Alongside or opposite any street or highway excavation or obstruction
when stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic.

(h) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped, parked, or standing at the
curb or edge of a highway, except for a schoolbus when stopped to load or
unload pupils in a business or residence district where the speed limit is 25
miles per hour or less.

(i) Except as provided under Section 22500.5, alongside curb space
authorized for the loading and unloading of passengers of a bus engaged as
a common carrier in local transportation when indicated by a sign or red
paint on the curb erected or painted by local authorities pursuant to an
ordinance.



Div. 11 —707— §22501
(j) In a tube or tunnel, except vehicles of the authorities in charge, being
used in the repair, maintenance, or inspection of the facility.

(k) Upon a bridge, except vehicles of the authorities in charge, being used
in the repair, maintenance, or inspection of the facility, and except that buses
engaged as a common carrier in local transportation may stop to load or
unload passengers upon a bridge where sidewalks are provided, when
authorized by local authorities pursuant to an ordinance, and except that
local authorities pursuant to an ordinance or the Department of
Transportation pursuant to an order, within their respective jurisdictions,
may permit parking on bridges having sidewalks and shoulders of sufficient
width to permit parking without interfering with the normal movement of
traffic on the roadway. Local authorities, by ordinance or resolution, may
permit parking on these bridges on state highways in their respective
jurisdictions if the ordinance or resolution is first approved in writing by the
Department of Transportation. Parking shall not be permitted unless there
are signs in place, as may be necessary, to indicate the provisions of local
ordinances or the order of the Department of Transportation.

(l) In front of or upon that portion of a curb that has been cut down,
lowered, or constructed to provide wheelchair accessibility to the sidewalk. ( )

Amended Sec. 66, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 640, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following “and that is designated for wheelchair access by either a sign or red paint on the curb
pursuant to an ordinance of the local authority”

Additional Prohibited Stopping, Standing, or Parking: Fire Lane
22500.1. In addition to Section 22500, no person shall stop, park, or

leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the
directions of a peace officer or official traffic control device along the edge of
any highway, at any curb, or in any location in a publicly or privately owned
or operated off-street parking facility, designated as a fire lane by the fire
department or fire district with jurisdiction over the area in which the place
is located.

The designation shall be indicated (1) by a sign posted immediately
adjacent to, and visible from, the designated place clearly stating in letters
not less than one inch in height that the place is a fire lane, (2) by outlining
or painting the place in red and, in contrasting color, marking the place with
the words “FIRE LANE”, which are clearly visible from a vehicle, or (3) by a
red curb or red paint on the edge of the roadway upon which is clearly
marked the words “FIRE LANE”.

Amended Ch. 129, Stats. 1984. Effective May 21, 1984.

Schoolbuses: Loading and Unloading of Passengers
22500.5. Upon agreement between a transit system operating buses

engaged as common carriers in local transportation and a public school
district, local authorities may, by ordinance, permit schoolbuses owned by, or
operated under contract for, that public school district to stop for the loading
or unloading of passengers alongside any or all curb spaces designated for
the loading or unloading of passengers of the transit system buses.

Added Ch. 822, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Local Regulation of State Highways
22501. No ordinance enacted by local authorities pursuant to

subdivisions (e) and (k) of Section 22500 or Section 22507.2 shall become
effective as to any state highway without prior submission to and approval
by the Department of Transportation in the same manner as required by
Section 21104. Nothing contained in this section and Section 22500 shall be
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construed as authorizing local authorities to enact legislation which is
contrary to the provisions of Sections 22512 and 25301.

Amended Ch. 158, Stats. 1980. Effective June 11, 1980.

Curb Parking
22502. (a) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter every vehicle

stopped or parked upon a roadway where there are adjacent curbs shall be
stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels of such vehicle parallel with
and within 18 inches of the right-hand curb, except that motorcycles shall be
parked with at least one wheel or fender touching the right-hand curb.
Where no curbs or barriers bound any roadway, right-hand parallel parking
is required unless otherwise indicated.

(b) The provisions of subdivision (a) or (e) do not apply to a commercial
vehicle if a variation from the requirements of subdivision (a) or (e) is
reasonably necessary to accomplish the loading or unloading of merchandise
or passengers on, or from, such vehicle and while anything connected with
such loading, or unloading, is being executed.

This subdivision shall not be construed to permit any vehicle to stop or
park upon a roadway in a direction opposite to that in which traffic normally
moves upon that half of the roadway on which such vehicle is stopped or
parked.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (b), local authorities
may, by ordinance, prohibit commercial vehicles from stopping, parking, or
standing on one side of a roadway in a business district with the wheels of
such vehicle more than 18 inches from the curb. The ordinance shall be
effective only if signs are placed in the areas to which it is applicable clearly
indicating the prohibition.

(d) This section does not apply to vehicles of a public utility when such
vehicles are being used in connection with the operation, maintenance, or
repair of facilities of the public utility or are being used in connection with
providing public utility service.

(e) Upon a one-way roadway, vehicles may be stopped or parked as
provided in subdivision (a) or with the left-hand wheels parallel to and
within 18 inches of the left-hand curb, except that motorcycles, if parked on
the left-hand side, shall have either one wheel or one fender touching such
curb. Where no curb or barriers bound any such one-way roadway, parallel
parking on either side is required unless otherwise indicated.

The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply upon the roadways of a
divided highway.

Amended Ch. 448, Stats. 1971. Operative May 3, 1972.

Local Ordinance: Angle Parking
22503. Local authorities may by ordinance permit angle parking on any

roadway, or left-hand parking upon one-way roadways of divided highways,
except that no ordinance is effective with respect to any state highway until
the proposed ordinance has been submitted to and approved in writing by the
Department of Transportation.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Two- or Three-Wheeled Motor Vehicle Parking Regulations
22503.5. Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, any local

authority may, by ordinance or resolution, establish special parking
regulations for two-wheeled or three-wheeled motor vehicles.

Amended Ch. 1095, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Unincorporated Area Parking; School Bus Stops
22504. (a) Upon any highway in unincorporated areas no person shall
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stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended,
upon the roadway when it is practicable to stop, park, or leave the vehicle off
such portion of the highway, but in every event an unobstructed width of the
highway opposite a standing vehicle shall be left for the free passage of other
vehicles and a clear view of the stopped vehicle shall be available from a
distance of 200 feet in each direction upon the highway. This section shall not
apply upon a highway where the roadway is bounded by adjacent curbs.

(b) This section shall not apply to the driver of any vehicle which is
disabled in such a manner and to such extent that it is impossible to avoid
stopping and temporarily leaving the disabled vehicle on the roadway.

(c) When, in the judgment of the governing board of a school district, it is
necessary for the safety of pupils being transported to and from schools to
authorize a school bus stop at a place where there is not a clear view of the
stop from a distance of 200 feet in each direction along the highway, such
stop may be authorized by and with the approval of the California Highway
Patrol. The Department of Transportation, in respect to state highways, and
local authorities, in respect to highways under their jurisdiction, shall place
sufficient signs along the highway to give adequate notice to motorists that
they are approaching such bus stops.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Stopping, Standing, or Parking on State Highway Segments
22505. (a) The Department of Transportation with respect to highways

under its jurisdiction may place signs or markings prohibiting or restricting
the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles, including, but not limited to,
vehicles which are six feet or more in height (including any load thereon), in
any of the following areas and under the following conditions:

(1) In areas where, in its opinion, stopping, standing, or parking is
dangerous to those using the highway or where the stopping, standing, or
parking of vehicles would unduly interfere with the free movement of traffic
thereon.

(2) In areas within one-half mile of the boundary of any unit of the state
park system which the Director of Conservation has determined are
unusually high fire hazard areas, upon notification of the Department of
Transportation of such determination by the Director of Conservation.

(3) In areas within one-half mile of the boundary of any unit of the state
park system which the county health officer has determined are areas where
a substantial public health hazard would result if camping were allowed,
upon notification of the Department of Transportation of such determination
by the county health officer.

(b) No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle in violation
of the restrictions stated on the signs or markings.

(c) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(1) Public utility vehicles while performing a work operation.
(2) The driver of any vehicle which is disabled in such a manner and to

such an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping, parking, or leaving the
disabled vehicle standing on the roadway.

Amended Ch. 455, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Local Regulation of State Highway: Stopping, Standing, or Parking
22506. Local authorities may by ordinance or resolution prohibit or

restrict the stopping, standing, or parking of vehicles on a state highway, in
their respective jurisdictions, if the ordinance or resolution is first submitted
to and approved in writing by the Department of Transportation, except that
where maintenance of any state highway is delegated by the Department of
Transportation to a city, the department may also delegate to the city the
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powers conferred on the department.
Amended Ch. 455, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Local Regulations
22507. (a) Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or

restrict the stopping, parking, or standing of vehicles, including, but not
limited to, vehicles that are six feet or more in height (including any load
thereon) within 100 feet of any intersection, on certain streets or highways,
or portions thereof, during all or certain hours of the day. The ordinance or
resolution may include a designation of certain streets upon which
preferential parking privileges are given to residents and merchants
adjacent to the streets for their use and the use of their guests, under which
the residents and merchants may be issued a permit or permits that exempt
them from the prohibition or restriction of the ordinance or resolution. With
the exception of alleys, the ordinance or resolution shall not apply until signs
or markings giving adequate notice thereof have been placed. A local
ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to this section may contain
provisions that are reasonable and necessary to ensure the effectiveness of a
preferential parking program.

(b) An ordinance or resolution adopted under this section may also
authorize preferential parking permits for members of organizations,
professions, or other designated groups, including, but not limited to, school
personnel, to park on specified streets if the local authority determines that
the use of the permits will not adversely affect parking conditions for
residents and merchants in the area.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 343, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 223, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Permit Parking: Private Driveway
22507.2. Notwithstanding subdivision (e) of Section 22500, a local

authority may, by ordinance, authorize the owner or lessee of property to
park a vehicle in front of the owner’s or lessee’s private driveway when the
vehicle displays a permit issued pursuant to the ordinance authorizing such
parking.

The local authority may charge a nonrefundable fee to defray the costs of
issuing and administering the permits.

A local ordinance adopted pursuant to this section may not authorize
parking on a sidewalk in violation of subdivision (f) of Section 22500.

Amended Ch. 45, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Local Parking Regulations
22507.5. (a) Notwithstanding Section 22507, local authorities may, by

ordinance or resolution, prohibit or restrict the parking or standing of
vehicles on certain streets or highways, or portions thereof, between the
hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m., and may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or
restrict the parking or standing, on any street, or portion thereof, in a
residential district, of commercial vehicles having a manufacturer’s gross
vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or more. The ordinance or resolution
relating to parking between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. may provide for a
system of permits for the purpose of exempting from the prohibition or
restriction of the ordinance or resolution handicapped persons, residents,
and guests of residents of residential areas, including, but not limited to,
high-density and multiple-family dwelling areas, lacking adequate offstreet
parking facilities. The ordinance or resolution relating to the parking or
standing of commercial vehicles in a residential district, however, shall not
be effective with respect to any commercial vehicle making pickups or
deliveries of goods, wares, and merchandise from or to any building or
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structure located on the restricted streets or highways or for the purpose of
delivering materials to be used in the actual and bona fide repair, alteration,
remodeling, or construction of any building or structure upon the restricted
streets or highways for which a building permit has previously been
obtained.

(b) Subdivision (a) of this section is applicable to vehicles specified in
subdivision (a) of Section 31303, except that no ordinance or resolution
adopted pursuant to subdivision (a) of this section may permit the parking of
those vehicles which is otherwise prohibited under this code.

(c) For the purpose of implementing this section, each local authority
may, by ordinance, define the term “residential district” in accordance with
its zoning ordinance. The ordinance shall not be effective unless the
legislative body of the local authority holds a public hearing on the proposed
ordinance prior to its adoption, with notice of the public hearing given in
accordance with Section 65090 of the Government Code.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 1156, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Local Regulations: Street Sweeping; Commercial Vehicles
22507.6. Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or

restrict the parking or standing of vehicles on designated streets or
highways, or portions thereof, for the purpose of street sweeping. No
ordinance or resolution relating to the parking or standing of commercial
vehicles in a residential district shall be effective with respect to any
commercial vehicle making pickups or deliveries of goods, wares, or
merchandise from or to any building or structure located on the restricted
street or highway, or for the purpose of delivering materials to be used in the
repair, alteration, remodeling, or reconstruction of any building or structure
for which a building permit has previously been obtained. No such ordinance
or resolution shall be effective until the street or highway, or portion thereof,
has been sign-posted in accordance with the uniform standards and
specifications of the Department of Transportation, or local authorities have
caused to be posted in a conspicuous place at each entrance to the street a
notice not less than 17 inches by 22 inches in size, with lettering not less than
one inch in height, setting forth the day or days and hours parking is
prohibited. As used in this section, “entrance” means the intersection of any
street or streets comprising an area of restricted parking for street-sweeping
purposes on the same day or days and hours with another street or highway
not subject to such a parking restriction, or subject to parking restrictions on
different days and hours.

Amended Ch. 466, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Parking in Spaces for the Disabled
22507.8. (a) It is unlawful for any person to park or leave standing any

vehicle in a stall or space designated for disabled persons and disabled
veterans pursuant to Section 22511.7 or 22511.8, unless the vehicle displays
either a special identification license plate issued pursuant to Section 5007
or a distinguishing placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to obstruct, block, or otherwise bar access
to those parking stalls or spaces except as provided in subdivision (a).

(c) It is unlawful for any person to park or leave standing any vehicle,
including a vehicle displaying a special identification license plate issued
pursuant to Section 5007 or a distinguishing placard issued pursuant to
Section 22511.55 or 22511.59, in either of the following places:

(1) On the lines marking the boundaries of a parking stall or space
designated for disabled persons or disabled veterans.

(2) In any area of the pavement adjacent to a parking stall or space
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designated for disabled persons or disabled veterans that is marked by
crosshatched lines and is thereby designated, pursuant to any local
ordinance, for the loading and unloading of vehicles parked in the stall or
space.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) apply to all offstreet parking facilities
owned or operated by the state, and to all offstreet parking facilities owned
or operated by a local authority. Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) also apply to any
privately owned and maintained offstreet parking facility.

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 18, Ch. 945, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Local Authority: Enforcement of Disabled Persons Parking
22507.9. Local authorities may establish a special enforcement unit for

the sole purpose of providing adequate enforcement of Section 22507.8 and
local ordinances and resolutions adopted pursuant to Section 22511.7.

Local authorities may establish recruitment and employment guidelines
that encourage and enable employment of qualified disabled persons in these
special enforcement units.

Members of the special enforcement unit may issue notices of parking
violation for violations of Section 22507.8 and local ordinances adopted
pursuant to Section 22511.7. Members of the special enforcement unit shall
not be peace officers and shall not make arrests in the course of their official
duties, but shall wear distinctive uniforms and badges while on duty. A two-
way radio unit, which may utilize police frequencies or citizens’ band, may be
issued by the local authority to each member of the special enforcement unit
for use while on duty.

The local authority may pay the cost of uniforms and badges for the
special enforcement unit, and may provide daily cleaning of the uniforms.
Additionally, the local authority may provide motorized wheelchairs for use
by members of the special unit while on duty, including batteries and
necessary recharging thereof. Any motorized wheelchair used by a member
of the special enforcement unit while on duty shall be equipped with a single
headlamp in the front and a single stoplamp in the rear.

Members of the special enforcement unit may be paid an hourly wage
without the compensatory benefits provided other permanent and temporary
employees, but shall be entitled to applicable workers’ compensation benefits
as provided by law. Insurance provided by the local authority for disability
or liability of a member of the special enforcement unit shall be the same as
for other employees performing similar duties.

Nothing in this section precludes a local authority from using regular full-
time employees to enforce this chapter and ordinances adopted pursuant
thereto.

This section applies to all counties and cities, including every charter city
and city and county.

Amended Sec. 127, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Parking Meter Zones
22508. Local authorities shall not establish parking meter zones or fix

the rate of fees for such zones except by ordinance. An ordinance establishing
a parking meter zone shall describe the area which would be included within
the zone.

Local authorities may by ordinance cause streets and highways to be
marked with white lines designating parking spaces and require vehicles to
park within the parking spaces.

No ordinance adopted by any local authority pursuant to this section with
respect to any state highway shall become effective until the proposed
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ordinance has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Department
of Transportation. The proposed ordinance shall be submitted to the
department only by action of the local legislative body and the proposed
ordinance shall be submitted in complete draft form.

Any ordinance adopted pursuant to this section establishing a parking
meter zone or fixing rates of fees for such a zone shall be subject to local
referendum processes in the same manner as if such ordinance dealt with a
matter of purely local concern.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Parking on Hills
22509. Local authorities within the reasonable exercise of their police

powers may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution providing
that no person driving, or in control of, or in charge of, a motor vehicle shall
permit it to stand on any highway unattended when upon any grade
exceeding 3 percent within any business or residence district without
blocking the wheels of the vehicle by turning them against the curb or by
other means.

Parking in Snow Removal Areas
22510. (a) Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or

restrict the parking or standing of vehicles on designated streets or highways
within their jurisdiction, or portions thereof, for the purpose of snow
removal. The ordinance or resolution shall not be effective until the street or
highway, or portion thereof, has been sign-posted in accordance with the
uniform standards and specifications of the Department of Transportation,
or until the local authorities have caused to be posted in a conspicuous place
at each entrance to the street or highway, a notice not less than 17 inches by
22 inches in size, with lettering not less than one inch in height, setting forth
the days parking is prohibited. The signs shall, at a minimum, be placed on
each affected street or highway, at the boundary of the local authority, and
at the beginning and end of each highway or highway segment included in
that area. No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle, whether
attended or unattended, within the area marked by signs, except when
necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the
directions of a traffic or peace officer.

(b) No ordinance or resolution authorized by subdivision (a) which affects
a state highway shall be effective until it is submitted to, and approved by,
the Department of Transportation.

(c) The Department of Transportation, with respect to state highways,
may restrict the parking or standing of vehicles for purposes of snow
removal. The restrictions shall not be effective until the highway, or portion
thereof, has been posted with signs in accordance with the uniform
standards and specifications of the department. No person shall stop, park,
or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, within the
area marked by parking restriction signs, except when necessary to avoid
conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a traffic or
peace officer.

Repealed and Added, Ch. 692, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Off-street Parking: Zero-Emission Vehicles: Distinctive Decal
22511. (a) Any local authority, by ordinance or resolution, and

any person in lawful possession of an offstreet parking facility may
designate stalls or spaces in an offstreet parking facility owned or
operated by that local authority or person for the exclusive purpose
of fueling and parking a vehicle that displays a valid zero-emission
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vehicle (ZEV) decal identification posted on the driver’s side rear
window or bumper of the vehicle or, notwithstanding any other
provision of law, if the vehicle does not have a rear window or
bumper, on the driver’s side of the windshield issued by the
Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to this section. The
designation shall be made by posting a sign in compliance with
subdivision (d) or (e).

(b) If posted in accordance with subdivision (d) or (e), the owner
or person in lawful possession of a privately owned or operated
offstreet parking facility, after notifying the police or sheriff’s
department, may cause the removal of a vehicle from a stall or space
designated pursuant to subdivision (a) in the facility to the nearest
public garage if a valid ZEV decal identification issued pursuant to
this section is not displayed on the vehicle.

(c) If posted in accordance with subdivision (d), the local
authority owning or operating an offstreet parking facility, after
notifying the police or sheriff’s department, may cause the removal of
a vehicle from a stall or space designated pursuant to subdivision (a)
in the facility to the nearest garage, as defined in Section 340, that is
owned, leased, or approved for use by a public agency if a valid ZEV
decal identification issued pursuant to this section is not displayed
on the vehicle.

(d) The posting required for an offstreet parking facility owned or
operated either privately or by a local authority shall consist of a sign
not less than 17 by 22 inches in size with lettering not less than one
inch in height which clearly and conspicuously states the following:
“Unauthorized vehicles not displaying valid zero-emission vehicle
decal identifications will be towed away at owner’s expense. Towed
vehicles may be reclaimed at
___________________________________________________ or by telephoning

(Address)
____________________________________________________________________.”

(Telephone number of local law enforcement agency) 

The sign shall be posted in either of the following locations:
(1) Immediately adjacent to, and visible from, the stall or space.
(2) In a conspicuous place at each entrance to the offstreet

parking facility.
(e) If the parking facility is privately owned and public parking is

prohibited by the posting of a sign meeting the requirements of
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) of Section 22658, the requirements of
subdivision (b) may be met by the posting of a sign immediately
adjacent to, and visible from, each stall or space indicating that a
vehicle not meeting the requirements of subdivision (a) will be
removed at the owner’s expense and containing the telephone number
of the local traffic law enforcement agency.

(f) (1) For purposes of implementing this section, the Department
of Motor Vehicles shall make available for issuance, beginning July
1, 2003, for a fee determined by the Department of Motor Vehicles to
be sufficient to reimburse it for actual costs incurred pursuant to this
section, distinctive decals for zero-emission vehicles.

(2) The department shall design the decal, which shall be two
inches by two inches, and be placed on the driver’s side rear window
or bumper of the vehicle, or, notwithstanding any other provision of
law, if the vehicle does not have a rear window or bumper, on the
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driver’s side of the windshield. Each decal shall display a unique
number. The decal may be provided to car dealers who sell electric
vehicles for distribution to ZEV purchasers.

(g) For purposes of this section, “zero-emission vehicle” means any
car, truck, or any other vehicle that produces no tailpipe or
evaporative emissions.

(h) Nothing in this section is intended to interfere with existing
law governing the ability of local authorities to adopt ordinances
related to parking programs within their jurisdiction, such as
programs that provide free parking in metered areas or municipal
garages for electric vehicles.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 640, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Zero-Emission Vehicles: Display of Decal
22511.1. (a) A person may not park or leave standing any vehicle

in a stall or space designated pursuant to Section 22511 unless a
valid zero-emission vehicle decal identification issued pursuant to
Section 22511 is displayed on that vehicle.

(b) A person may not obstruct, block, or otherwise bar access to
parking stalls or spaces described in subdivision (a) except as
provided in subdivision (a).

(c) A person shall not display a decal issued pursuant to Section
22511 on a vehicle that does not use electricity as the motive power.

Added Sec. 3, Ch. 640, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

Disabled Parking: Authorized Parking Zones
22511.5. (a) (1) Any disabled person or disabled veteran displaying

special identification license plates issued under Section 5007 or a
distinguishing placard issued under Section 22511.55 or 22511.59 shall be
allowed to park for unlimited periods in any of the following zones:

(A) In any restricted zone described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (a) of
Section 21458 or on streets upon which preferential parking privileges and
height limits have been given pursuant to Section 22507.

(B) In any parking zone that is restricted as to the length of time parking
is permitted as indicated by a sign erected pursuant to a local ordinance.

(2) Any disabled person or disabled veteran shall be allowed to park in
any metered parking space without being required to pay any parking meter
fees.

(3) This subdivision does not apply to any zone for which state law or
ordinance absolutely prohibits stopping, parking, or standing of all vehicles,
or which the law or ordinance reserves for special types of vehicles, or to the
parking of any vehicle that is involved in the operation of a street vending
business.

(b) Any disabled person or disabled veteran shall be allowed to park a
vehicle displaying a special identification disabled person license plate or
placard issued by a foreign jurisdiction with the same parking privileges
authorized in this code for any vehicle displaying a special identification
license plate or a distinguishing placard issued by the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Placards: Issuance: Substitute
22511.55. (a) (1) Any disabled person or disabled veteran may apply to

the department for the issuance of a distinguishing placard. The placard may
be used in lieu of the special identification license plate or plates issued
under Section 5007 for parking purposes described in Section 22511.5 when
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suspended from the rear view mirror or, if there is no rear view mirror, when
displayed on the dashboard of a vehicle. It is the intent of the Legislature to
encourage the use of these distinguishing placards because they provide law
enforcement officers with a more readily recognizable symbol for
distinguishing vehicles qualified for the parking privilege. The placard shall
be the size, shape, and color determined by the department  and shall bear
the International Symbol of Access adopted pursuant to Section 3 of Public
Law 100-641, commonly known as the “wheelchair symbol.” The department
shall incorporate instructions for the lawful use of a placard, and a summary
of the penalties for the unlawful use of a placard, into the identification card
issued to the placard owner.

(2) (A) The department may establish procedures for the issuance and
renewal of the placards. The placards shall have a fixed expiration date of
June 30 every two years.  A portion of the placard shall be printed in a
contrasting color that shall be changed every two years. The size and color of
this contrasting portion of the placard shall be large and distinctive enough
to be readily identifiable by a law enforcement officer in a passing vehicle.

(B) As used in this section, “year” means the period between the inclusive
dates of July 1 through June 30.

(C) Prior to the end of each year, the department shall, for the most
current three years available, compare its record of disability placards issued
against the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the State Department
of Health Services, or its successor, and withhold any renewal notices that
otherwise would have been sent, for any placard holders identified as
deceased.  

(3) Except as provided in paragraph  (4), no person is eligible for more
than one placard at any time.  

(4) Organizations and agencies involved in the transportation of disabled
persons or disabled veterans may apply for a placard for each vehicle used
for the purpose of transporting disabled persons or disabled veterans.

(b) (1) Prior to issuing any disabled person or disabled veteran an
original distinguishing placard, the department shall require the submission
of a certificate, in accordance with paragraph (2), signed by the physician or
surgeon substantiating the disability, unless the applicant’s disability is
readily observable and uncontested. The disability of any person who has
lost, or has lost use of, one or more lower extremities or both hands, or who
has significant limitation in the use of lower extremities, may also be
certified by a licensed chiropractor. The blindness of any applicant shall be
certified by a licensed physician or surgeon who specializes in diseases of the
eye or a licensed optometrist. The physician or person certifying the
qualifying disability shall provide a full description of the illness or disability
on the form submitted to the department.

(2) The physician or other person who signs a certificate submitted under
this subdivision shall retain information sufficient to substantiate that
certificate and, upon request of the department, shall make that information
available for inspection by the Medical Board of California.

(3) The department shall maintain in its records all information on an
applicant’s certification of permanent disability and shall make that
information available to eligible law enforcement or parking control agencies
upon a request pursuant to Section 22511.58.

(c)   Any person who has been issued a distinguishing placard pursuant to
subdivision (a) may apply to the department for a substitute placard without
recertification of eligibility, if that placard has been lost or stolen.  

(d) The distinguishing placard shall be returned to the department not
later than 60 days after the death of the disabled person or disabled veteran
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to whom the placard was issued.
Amended Ch. 1292, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 1033, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 524, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 708, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
The 2001 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:

Placards: Evidence of Issuance; Misuse
22511.56. (a) Any person using a distinguishing placard issued

pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59 for parking as permitted by
Section 22511.5 shall, upon request of any peace officer or person authorized
to enforce parking laws, ordinances, or regulations, present identification
and evidence of the issuance of that placard to that person.

(b) Failure to present the requested identification and evidence of the
issuance of that placard shall be a rebuttable presumption that the placard
is being misused and that the associated vehicle has been parked in violation
of the provisions of Section 22507.8.

(c) In addition to any other applicable penalty for the misuse of a placard,
the officer or parking enforcement person may confiscate a placard being
used for parking purposes that benefit any person other than the person to
whom the placard was issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles. A
placard lawfully used by a person transporting a disabled person pursuant
to subdivision (b) of Section 4461 shall not be confiscated.

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 162, Ch. 135, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Placards: Local Regulation
22511.57. Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit or

restrict the parking or standing of a vehicle on streets or highways or from a
disabled person’s parking stall or space of a privately or publicly owned or
operated offstreet parking facility within their jurisdiction when the vehicle
displays, in order to obtain special parking privileges, a disabled placard
issued pursuant to Section 22511.55, and the Department of Motor Vehicles
record for the identification number assigned to the placard indicates that
the card has been reported as lost or stolen, or was issued to a person who
has been reported as being deceased for a period exceeding 60 days. 

Added Ch. 221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative July 1, 1995.

Disabled Parking Placards: Substantiating Information
22511.58. (a) Upon a request to the department by a local public law

enforcement agency or local agency responsible for the administration or
enforcement of parking regulations, the department shall make available to
the requesting agency any information contained in a physician’s certificate
submitted to the department as part of the application for a disabled person’s
parking privileges, substantiating the disability of a person applying for or
who has been issued a parking placard pursuant to Section 22511.55. The
department shall not provide the information specified in this subdivision to
any private or other third-party parking citation processing agency.

(b) Local authorities may establish a review board or panel, which shall
include a qualified physician or medical authority, for purposes of reviewing
information contained in the applications for special parking privileges and
the certification of qualifying disabilities for persons residing within the
jurisdiction of the local authority. Any findings or determinations by a review
board or panel under this section indicating that an application or
certification is fraudulent or lacks proper certification may be transmitted to
the department or other appropriate authorities for further review and
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investigation.
Added Sec. 2, Ch. 1033, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Temporary Placards
22511.59. (a) Upon receipt of the applications and documents required

by subdivisions (b), (c), or (d), the department shall issue a temporary
distinguishing placard bearing the International Symbol of Access adopted
pursuant to Section 3 of Public Law 100-641 commonly known as the
“wheelchair symbol.” During the period for which it is valid, the temporary
distinguishing placard may be used for the parking purposes described in
Section 22511.5 in the same manner as a distinguishing placard issued
pursuant to Section 22511.55.

(b) (1) Any person who is temporarily disabled for a period of not more
than six months may apply to the department for the issuance of the
temporary distinguishing placard described in subdivision (a).

(2) Prior to issuing a placard pursuant to this subdivision, the
department shall require the submission of a certificate signed by a
physician or surgeon, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 22511.55,
substantiating the temporary disability and stating the date upon which the
disability is expected to terminate.

(3) The physician or other person who signs a certificate submitted under
this subdivision shall maintain information sufficient to substantiate that
certificate and, upon request of the department, shall make that information
available for inspection by the Medical Board of California.

(4) A placard issued pursuant to this subdivision shall expire not later
than 180 days from the date of issuance or upon the expected termination
date of the disability, as stated on the certificate required by paragraph (2),
whichever is less.

(5) The fee for a temporary placard issued pursuant to this subdivision
shall be six dollars ($6).

(c) (1) Any disabled person or disabled veteran who is not a resident of
this state and plans to travel within the state may apply to the department
for the issuance of the temporary distinguishing placard described in
subdivision (a).

(2) Prior to issuing a placard pursuant to this subdivision, the
department shall require certification of the disability, as described in
subdivision (b) of Section 22511.55.

(3) The physician or other person who signs a certificate submitted under
this subdivision shall maintain information sufficient to substantiate that
certificate and, upon request of the department, shall make that information
available for inspection by the Medical Board of California.

(4) A placard issued pursuant to this subdivision shall expire not later
than 90 days from the date of issuance.

(d) (1) Any disabled person or disabled veteran who has been issued
either a distinguishing placard pursuant to Section 22511.55 or special
identification license plates pursuant to Section 5007, but not both, may
apply to the department for the issuance of the temporary distinguishing
placard for the purpose of travel described in subdivision (a).

(2) Prior to issuing a placard pursuant to this subdivision, the
department shall require the applicant to submit either the number
identifying the distinguishing placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55
or the number on the special identification license plates.

(3) A placard issued pursuant to this subdivision shall expire not later
than 30 days from the date of issuance. 

Added Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 524, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.
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Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 708, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Cancellation or Revocation of Placard
22511.6. (a) The Department of Motor Vehicles may cancel or revoke a

distinguishing placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59 in
any of the following events: 

(1) When the department is satisfied that the placard was fraudulently
obtained or erroneously issued. 

(2) When the department determines that the required fee has not been
paid and the fee is not paid upon reasonable notice and demand. 

(3) When the placard could have been refused when last issued or
renewed. 

(4) When the department determines that the owner of the placard has
committed any offense described in Section 4461 or 4463, involving the
placard to be canceled or revoked. 

(5) When the department determines that the owner of the placard is
deceased. 

(b) Whenever the Department of Motor Vehicles cancels or revokes a
distinguishing placard, the owner or person in possession of the placard shall
immediately return the placard to the department. 

Amended Ch. 1292, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch.1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Parking for the Disabled
22511.7. In addition to Section 22511.8 for offstreet parking, a local

authority may, by ordinance or resolution, designate parking spaces for the
exclusive use of any vehicle which displays either a  special identification
license plate issued pursuant to Section 5007 or a distinguishing placard
issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59. Whenever a local authority
so designates a parking space, it shall be indicated by blue paint on the curb
or edge of the paved portion of the street adjacent to the space. In addition to
blue paint, the space shall also be indicated by signs or other suitable means.
In areas where snow or ice may obscure the blue paint, a clearly visible sign
appropriately designating the space is sufficient for purposes of this section.

This section does not restrict the privilege granted to disabled persons and
disabled veterans by Section 22511.5.

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Offstreet Parking for the Disabled: Removal of Vehicles
22511.8. (a) Any local authority, by ordinance or resolution, and any

person in lawful possession of an offstreet parking facility may designate
stalls or spaces in an offstreet parking facility owned or operated by the local
authority or person for the exclusive use of any vehicle which displays either
a special identification license plate issued pursuant to Section 5007 or a
distinguishing placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59. The
designation shall be made by posting a sign as described in paragraph (1),
and by either of the markings described in paragraph (2) or (3):

(1) By posting immediately adjacent to, and visible from, each stall or
space, a sign consisting of a profile view of a wheelchair with occupant in
white on a blue background.

(2) By outlining or painting the stall or space in blue and outlining on the
ground in the stall or space in white or suitable contrasting color a profile
view depicting a wheelchair with occupant.

(3) By outlining a profile view of a wheelchair with occupant in white on
a blue background, of the same dimensions as in paragraph (2). The profile
view shall be located so that it is visible to a traffic enforcement officer when
a vehicle is properly parked in the space.
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(b) If posted in accordance with subdivision (d) or (e), the owner or person
in lawful possession of a privately owned or operated offstreet parking
facility, after notifying the police or sheriff’s department, may cause the
removal of a vehicle from a stall or space designated pursuant to subdivision
(a) in the facility to the nearest public garage unless a special identification
license plate issued pursuant to Section 5007 or distinguishing placard
issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or 22511.59 is displayed on the vehicle.

(c) If posted in accordance with subdivision (d), the local authority owning
or operating an offstreet parking facility, after notifying the police or sheriff’s
department, may cause the removal of a vehicle from a stall or space
designated pursuant to subdivision (a) in the facility to the nearest public
garage unless a special identification license plate issued pursuant to Section
5007 or a distinguishing placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.55 or
22511.59 is displayed on the vehicle.

(d) Except as provided in Section 22511.9, the posting required for an
offstreet parking facility owned or operated either privately or by a local
authority shall consist of a sign not less than 17 by 22 inches in size with
lettering not less than one inch in height which clearly and conspicuously
states the following: “Unauthorized vehicles not displaying distinguishing
placards or license plates issued for physically handicapped persons will be
towed away at owner’s expense. Towed vehicles may be reclaimed at

The sign shall be posted in either of the following locations:
(1) Immediately adjacent to, and visible from, the stall or space.
(2) In a conspicuous place at each entrance to the offstreet parking

facility.
(e) If the parking facility is privately owned and public parking is

prohibited by the posting of a sign meeting the requirements of paragraph (1)
of subdivision (a) of Section 22658, the requirements of subdivision (b) may
be met by the posting of a sign immediately adjacent to, and visible from,
each stall or space indicating that a vehicle not meeting the requirements of
subdivision (a) will be removed at the owner’s expense and containing the
telephone number of the local traffic law enforcement agency.

(f) This section does not restrict the privilege granted to disabled persons
and disabled veterans by Section 22511.5.

Amended Ch. 1149, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Off-Street Parking: Loading or Unloading Disabled Passengers
22511.85. Any vehicle equipped with a side-loading lift or ramp that is

used for the loading and unloading of disabled persons may park in not more
than two adjacent stalls or spaces in any public off-street parking facility
when loading or unloading disabled persons, if there is no single parking
space immediately available within that facility that is suitable for that
purpose including, but not limited to, when there is not sufficient space to
operate a vehicle lift or ramp or there is not sufficient room for a disabled
person to exit the vehicle or maneuver once outside the vehicle.

Added Sec. 3, Ch. 215, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Disabled Person Sign
22511.9 Every new or replacement sign installed on or after

January 1, 1992, relating to parking privileges for disabled persons shall
refer to “disabled persons” rather than “physically handicapped persons” or

or by telephoning
(Address) 

(Telephone number of local law enforcement agency)
.”
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any other similar term, whenever such a reference is required on a sign. 
Added Ch. 928, Stats. 1991. Effective October 14, 1991.

Disabled Parking: Legislative Findings and Intent
22511.10. The Legislature hereby finds and declares all of the following:
(a) Two and one-half million Californians suffer from some form of

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Those persons who are not in
wheelchairs have difficulty walking long distances.

(b) Encouraging those with physical disabilities to engage in activities
outside of the home promotes better health and self-esteem, thereby lowering
health costs.

(c) Placing disabled person parking spaces closest to the main entrances
of buildings does not cost taxpayers, but provides accessibility to the
physically disabled.

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting Section 22511.11, to
direct the Office of the State Architect to propose regulations that require
disabled person parking spaces to be located on the shortest accessible route
of travel to an accessible entrance or exit of a building or parking facility.

Added Ch. 1187, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Disabled Parking: State Architect Regulations
22511.11. (a) The Office of the State Architect shall propose regulations

specifying the location of disabled person parking stalls or spaces designated
pursuant to Section 22511.8, for parking facilities constructed or
reconstructed pursuant to a building permit issued on or after October 1,
1993. In specifying the placement of those stalls or spaces near buildings or
facilities and within parking structures, consideration shall be given to the
special access needs of disabled persons.

(b) The Office of the State Architect shall submit the regulations proposed
pursuant to subdivision (a) to the State Building Standards Commission on
or before July 1, 1993, for approval, adoption, and publication in Title 24 of
the California Code of Regulations.

Added Ch. 1187, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Utility Vehicles
22512. Except as otherwise indicated in subdivision (b), none of the

following provisions shall apply to the driver or owner of any service vehicle
owned or operated by or for or operated under contract with a utility or public
utility, whether privately, municipally, or publicly owned, used in the
construction, operation, removal, or repair of utility or public utility property
or facilities, if warning devices are displayed and when the vehicle is stopped,
standing, or parked at the site of work involving the construction, operation,
removal, or repair of the utility or public utility property or facilities upon,
in, over, under, or adjacent to a highway, bicycle lane, bikeway, or bicycle
path or trail, or of a vehicle, whether privately, municipally, or publicly
owned, if warning devices are displayed and when the vehicle is engaged in
authorized work on the highway, bicycle lane, bikeway, or bicycle path or
trail:

(a) Sections 21112, 21211, 21707, 21708, 22507.6, 24605, 25253, 25300,
27700, and 27907. (b) This chapter, except Sections 22507, 22509, 22515,
and 22517.

(c) Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650).
Amended Sec. 128, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Tow Trucks
22513. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b) or (c), the owner or

operator of a tow truck who complies with the requirements of this code
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relating to tow trucks may stop or park the tow truck upon a highway for the
purpose of rendering assistance to a disabled vehicle.

(b) It is a misdemeanor for the owner or operator of a tow truck to stop at
the scene of an accident or near a disabled vehicle for the purpose of soliciting
an engagement for towing services, either directly or indirectly, or to furnish
any towing services, unless summoned to the scene, requested to stop, or
flagged down by the owner or operator of a disabled vehicle or requested to
perform the service by a law enforcement officer or public agency pursuant
to that agency’s procedures.

(c) It is a misdemeanor for the owner or operator of a tow truck to move
any vehicle from a highway, street, or public property without the express
authorization of the owner or operator of the vehicle or a law enforcement
officer or public agency pursuant to that agency’s procedures, when the
vehicle has been left unattended or when there is an injury as the result of
an accident.

(d) This section shall not apply to the following:
(1) A vehicle owned or operated by, or under contract to, a motor club, as

defined by Section 12142 of the Insurance Code, which stops to provide
services for which compensation is neither requested nor received, provided
that those services may not include towing other than that which may be
necessary to remove the vehicle to the nearest safe shoulder. The owner or
operator of such a vehicle may contact a law enforcement agency or other
public agency on behalf of a motorist, but may not refer a motorist to a tow
truck owner or operator, unless the motorist is a member of the motor club,
the motorist is referred to a tow truck owner or operator under contract to
the motor club, and, if there is a dispatch facility which services the area and
is owned or operated by the motor club, the referral is made through that
dispatch facility.

(2) A tow truck operator employed by a law enforcement agency or other
public agency.

(3) A tow truck owner or operator acting under contract with a law
enforcement or other public agency to abate abandoned vehicles, or to
provide towing service or emergency road service to motorists while involved
in freeway service patrol operations, to the extent authorized by law.

Amended Ch. 1004, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992. Supersedes Ch. 755.

Fire Hydrants
22514. No person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle within

15 feet of a fire hydrant except as follows:
(a) If the vehicle is attended by a licensed driver who is seated in the front

seat and who can immediately move such vehicle in case of necessity.
(b) If the local authority adopts an ordinance or resolution reducing that

distance. If the distance is less than 10 feet total length when measured
along the curb or edge of the street, the distance shall be indicated by signs
or markings.

(c) If the vehicle is owned or operated by a fire department and is clearly
marked as a fire department vehicle.

Amended Ch. 488, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Unattended Vehicles
22515. (a) No person driving, or in control of, or in charge of, a motor

vehicle shall permit it to stand on any highway unattended without first
effectively setting the brakes thereon and stopping the motor thereof.

(b) No person in control of, or in charge of, any vehicle, other than a motor
vehicle, shall permit it to stand on any highway without first effectively
setting the brakes thereon, or blocking the wheels thereof, to effectively



Div. 11 —723— §22520.6
prevent the movement of the vehicle.
Amended Ch. 362, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Locked Vehicle
22516. No person shall leave standing a locked vehicle in which there is

any person who cannot readily escape therefrom.

Opening and Closing Doors
22517. No person shall open the door of a vehicle on the side available to

moving traffic unless it is reasonably safe to do so and can be done without
interfering with the movement of such traffic, nor shall any person leave a
door open upon the side of a vehicle available to moving traffic for a period of
time longer than necessary to load or unload passengers.

Amended Ch. 162, Stats. 1963. Effective September 20, 1963.

Use of Fringe and Transportation Corridor Parking Facilities
22518. Fringe and transportation corridor parking facilities

constructed, maintained, or operated by the Department of Transportation
pursuant to Section 146.5 of the Streets and Highways Code shall be used
only by persons using a bicycle or public transit, or engaged in ridesharing,
including, but not limited to, carpools or vanpools.

No person shall park any vehicle 30 feet or more in length or engage in
loitering or camping, or vending or any other commercial activity, on any
fringe or transportation corridor parking facility.

Added Ch. 1243, Stats. 1992. Effective September 30, 1992.

Regulation of Offstreet Parking
22519. Local authorities may by ordinance or resolution prohibit,

restrict or regulate the parking, stopping or standing of vehicles on any
offstreet parking facility which it owns or operates. No such ordinance or
resolution shall apply until signs giving notice thereof have been erected.

Added Ch. 1486, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Vending On or Near Freeways
22520.5. (a) No person shall solicit, display, sell, offer for sale, or

otherwise vend or attempt to vend any merchandise or service while being
wholly or partly within any of the following:

(1) The right-of-way of any freeway, including any on ramp, off ramp, or
roadway shoulder which lies within the right-of-way of the freeway.

(2) Any roadway or adjacent shoulder within 500 feet of a freeway off
ramp or on ramp.

(3) Any sidewalk within 500 feet of a freeway off ramp or on ramp, when
vending or attempting to vend to vehicular traffic.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a roadside rest area or vista point
located within a freeway right-of-way which is subject to Section 22520.6, to
a tow truck or service vehicle rendering assistance to a disabled vehicle, or to
a person issued a permit to vend upon the freeway pursuant to Section 670
of the Streets and Highways Code.

(c) A violation of this section is an infraction. A second or subsequent
conviction of a violation of this section is a misdemeanor.

Amended Ch. 924, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Prohibited Activity: Roadside Rest or Vista Point
22520.6. (a) No person shall engage in any activity within a highway

roadside rest area or vista point prohibited by rules and regulations adopted
pursuant to Section 225 of the Streets and Highways Code.

(b) A violation of this section is an infraction. A second or subsequent
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conviction of a violation of this section is a misdemeanor.
Added Ch. 275, Stats. 1983. Effective July 14, 1983.

Parking Upon or Near Railroad Track
22521. No person shall park a vehicle upon any railroad track or within

71⁄2 feet of the nearest rail.
Added Ch. 625, Stats. 1968. Effective November 13, 1968.

Parking Near Designated Sidewalk Access Ramps
22522. No person shall park a vehicle within three feet of any sidewalk

access ramp constructed at, or adjacent to, a crosswalk or at any other
location on a sidewalk so as to be accessible to and usable by the physically
disabled, if the area adjoining the ramp is designated by either a sign or red
paint.

Amended Ch. 221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative July 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 22, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Abandonment Prohibited
22523. (a) No person shall abandon a vehicle upon any highway.
(b) No person shall abandon a vehicle upon public or private property

without the express or implied consent of the owner or person in lawful
possession or control of the property.

(c) Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall be punished by
a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) and shall provide proof that
the costs of removal and disposition of the vehicle have been paid. No part of
any fine imposed shall be suspended. The fine may be paid in installments if
the court determines that the defendant is unable to pay the entire amount
in one payment.

(d) Proof that the costs of removal and disposition of the vehicle have been
paid shall not be required if proof is provided to the court that the vehicle was
stolen prior to abandonment. That proof may consist of a police report or
other evidence acceptable to the court.

(e) The costs required to be paid for the removal and disposition of any
vehicle determined to be abandoned pursuant to Section 22669 shall not
exceed those for towing and seven days of storage. This subdivision does not
apply if the registered owner or legal owner has completed and returned to
the lienholder a “Declaration of Opposition” form within the time specified in
Section 22851.8.

(f) (1) If a vehicle is abandoned in violation of subdivision (b) and is not
redeemed after impound, the last registered owner is guilty of an infraction.
In addition to any other penalty, the registered owner shall be liable for any
deficiency remaining after disposal of the vehicle under Section 3071 or 3072
of the Civil Code or Section 22851.10 of this code.

(2) The filing of a report of sale or transfer of the vehicle pursuant to
Section 5602, the filing of a vehicle theft report with a law enforcement
agency, or the filing of a form or notice with the department pursuant to
subdivision (b) of Section 4456 or Section 5900 or 5901 relieves the registered
owner of liability under this subdivision.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 676, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Abandonment: Presumption
22524. (a) The abandonment of any vehicle in a manner as provided in

Section 22523 shall constitute a prima facie presumption that the last
registered owner of record is responsible for the abandonment and is thereby
liable for the cost of removal and disposition of the vehicle.

(b) An owner who has made a bona fide sale or transfer of a vehicle and
has delivered possession of the vehicle to a purchaser may overcome the
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presumption prescribed in subdivision (a) by demonstrating that he or she
has complied with Section 5900 or providing other proof satisfactory to the
court.

(c) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1989.
Repealed and Added Ch. 1267, Stats. 1988. Operative July 1, 1989.

Liability for Towing and Storage Charges
22524.5. (a) Any insurer that is responsible for coverage for ordinary

and reasonable towing and storage charges under an automobile insurance
policy to an insured or on behalf of an insured to a valid claimant, is liable
for those charges to the person performing those services when a vehicle is
towed and stored as a result of an accident or stolen recovery. The insurer
may discharge the obligation by making payment to the person performing
the towing and storage services or to the insured or on behalf of the insured
to the claimant.

(b) Any insured or claimant who has received payment, which includes
towing and storage charges, from an insurer for a loss relating to a vehicle is
liable for those charges to the person performing those services.

Added Ch. 1380, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.

Use of State Highway Bus Stops by Vanpool Vehicles
22525. Local authorities may by ordinance or resolution authorize

vanpool vehicles to utilize designated state highway bus stops.
The ordinance or resolution shall be submitted to the Department of

Transportation for approval. No ordinance or resolution shall become
effective until approved by the department. The department shall review the
ordinance or resolution within 45 days after receipt.

Added Ch. 262, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Entering Intersection, Rail Crossing, or Marked Crosswalk
22526. (a) Notwithstanding any official traffic control signal indication

to proceed, a driver of a vehicle shall not enter an intersection or marked
crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the intersection
or marked crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle driven without obstructing
the through passage of vehicles from either side.

(b) A driver of a vehicle which is making a turn at an intersection who is
facing a steady circular yellow or yellow arrow signal shall not enter the
intersection or marked crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on the other
side of the intersection or marked crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle
driven without obstructing the through passage of vehicles from either side.

(c) A driver of a vehicle shall not enter a railroad or rail transit crossing,
notwithstanding any official traffic control device or signal indication to
proceed, unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the railroad or
rail transit crossing to accommodate the vehicle driven or there is sufficient
undercarriage clearance to cross the intersection without obstructing the
through passage of a railway vehicle, including, but not limited to, a train,
trolley, or city transit vehicle.

(d) A local authority may post appropriate signs at the entrance to
intersections indicating the prohibition in subdivisions (a), (b), and (c).

(e) A violation of this section is not a violation of a law relating to the safe
operation of vehicles and is the following:

(1) A stopping violation when a notice to appear has been issued by a
peace officer described in Section 830.1 or 830.2 of the Penal Code.

(2) A parking violation when a notice of parking violation is issued by a
person, other than a peace officer described in paragraph (1), who is
authorized to enforce parking statutes and regulations. 
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(f) This section shall be known and may be cited as the Anti-Gridlock Act
of 1987.

Amended Ch. 647, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 116, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 504, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

CHAPTER 10. REMOVAL OF PARKED AND ABANDONED VEHICLES

Article 1. Authority to Remove Vehicles

Prohibition of Removal
22650. It is unlawful for any peace officer or any unauthorized person to

remove any unattended vehicle from a highway to a garage or to any other
place, except as provided in this code.

(a) Those law enforcement and other agencies identified in this chapter
as having the authority to remove vehicles shall also have the authority to
provide hearings in compliance with the provisions of Section 22852. During
these hearings the storing agency shall have the burden of establishing the
authority for, and the validity of, the removal.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent a review or other
action as may be permitted by the laws of this state by a court of competent
jurisdiction.

Amended Ch. 1022, Stats. 1979. Effective January 1, 1980.

Circumstances Permitting Removal
22651. Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with

Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code;, or any regularly employed
and salaried employee, who is engaged in directing traffic or enforcing
parking laws and regulations, of a city, county, or jurisdiction of a state
agency in which a vehicle is located, may remove a vehicle located within the
territorial limits in which the officer or employee may act, under any of the
following circumstances:

(a) When any vehicle is left unattended upon any bridge, viaduct, or
causeway or in any tube or tunnel where the vehicle constitutes an
obstruction to traffic.

(b) When any vehicle is parked or left standing upon a highway in a
position so as to obstruct the normal movement of traffic or in a condition so
as to create a hazard to other traffic upon the highway.

(c) When any vehicle is found upon a highway or any public lands and a
report has previously been made that the vehicle has been stolen or a
complaint has been filed and a warrant thereon issued charging that the
vehicle has been embezzled.

(d) When any vehicle is illegally parked so as to block the entrance to a
private driveway and it is impractical to move the vehicle from in front of the
driveway to another point on the highway.

(e) When any vehicle is illegally parked so as to prevent access by
firefighting equipment to a fire hydrant and it is impracticable to move the
vehicle from in front of the fire hydrant to another point on the highway.

(f) When any vehicle, except any highway maintenance or construction
equipment, is stopped, parked, or left standing for more than four hours upon
the right-of-way of any freeway which has full control of access and no
crossings at grade and the driver, if present, cannot move the vehicle under
its own power.

(g) When the person or persons in charge of a vehicle upon a highway or
any public lands are, by reason of physical injuries or illness, incapacitated
to an extent so as to be unable to provide for its custody or removal.
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(h) (1) When an officer arrests any person driving or in control of a
vehicle for an alleged offense and the officer is, by this code or other law,
required or permitted to take, and does take, the person into custody.

(2) When an officer serves a notice of an order of suspension or revocation
pursuant to Section 13388.

(i) (1) When any vehicle, other than a rented vehicle, is found upon a
highway or any public lands, or is removed pursuant to this code, and it is
known that the vehicle has been issued five or more notices of parking
violations to which the owner or person in control of the vehicle has not
responded within 21 calendar days of notice of citation issuance or citation
issuance or 14 calendar days of the mailing of a notice of delinquent parking
violation to the agency responsible for processing notices of parking violation
or the registered owner of the vehicle is known to have been issued five or
more notices for failure to pay or failure to appear in court for traffic
violations for which no certificate has been issued by the magistrate or clerk
of the court hearing the case showing that the case has been adjudicated or
concerning which the registered owner’s record has not been cleared
pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 41500) of Division 17, the
vehicle may be impounded until that person furnishes to the impounding law
enforcement agency all of the following:

(A) Evidence of his or her identity.
(B) An address within this state at which he or she can be located.
(C) Satisfactory evidence that all parking penalties due for the vehicle

and any other vehicle registered to the registered owner of the impounded
vehicle, and all traffic violations of the registered owner, have been cleared.

(2) The requirements in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (1) shall be fully
enforced by the impounding law enforcement agency on and after the time
that the Department of Motor Vehicles is able to provide access to the
necessary records.

(3) A notice of parking violation issued for an unlawfully parked vehicle
shall be accompanied by a warning that repeated violations may result in the
impounding of the vehicle. In lieu of furnishing satisfactory evidence that the
full amount of parking penalties or bail has been deposited, that person may
demand to be taken without unnecessary delay before a magistrate, for
traffic offenses, or a hearing examiner, for parking offenses, within the
county in which the offenses charged are alleged to have been committed and
who has jurisdiction of the offenses and is nearest or most accessible with
reference to the place where the vehicle is impounded. Evidence of current
registration shall be produced after a vehicle has been impounded, or, at the
discretion of the impounding law enforcement agency, a notice to appear for
violation of subdivision (a) of Section 4000 shall be issued to that person.

(4) A vehicle shall be released to the legal owner, as defined in Section
370, if the legal owner does all of the following:

(A) Pays the cost of towing and storing the vehicle.
(B) Submits evidence of payment of fees as provided in Section 9561.
(C) Completes an affidavit in a form acceptable to the impounding law

enforcement agency stating that the vehicle was not in possession of the legal
owner at the time of occurrence of the offenses relating to standing or
parking. A vehicle released to a legal owner under this subdivision is a
repossessed vehicle for purposes of disposition or sale. The impounding
agency shall have a lien on any surplus that remains upon sale of the vehicle
to which the registered owner is or may be entitled, as security for the full
amount of the parking penalties for all notices of parking violations issued
for the vehicle and for any local administrative charges imposed pursuant to
Section 22850.5. The legal owner shall promptly remit to, and deposit with,
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the agency responsible for processing notices of parking violations from that
surplus, on receipt thereof, full amount of the parking penalties for all
notices of parking violations issued for the vehicle and for any local
administrative charges imposed pursuant to Section 22850.5.

(5) The impounding agency that has a lien on the surplus that remains
upon the sale of a vehicle to which a registered owner is entitled pursuant to
paragraph (4) has a deficiency claim against the registered owner for the full
amount of the parking penalties for all notices of parking violations issued
for the vehicle and for any local administrative charges imposed pursuant to
Section 22850.5, less the amount received from the sale of the vehicle.

(j) When any vehicle is found illegally parked and there are no license
plates or other evidence of registration displayed, the vehicle may be
impounded until the owner or person in control of the vehicle furnishes the
impounding law enforcement agency evidence of his or her identity and an
address within this state at which he or she can be located.

(k) When any vehicle is parked or left standing upon a highway for 72 or
more consecutive hours in violation of a local ordinance authorizing removal.

(l) When any vehicle is illegally parked on a highway in violation of any
local ordinance forbidding standing or parking and the use of a highway, or
a portion thereof, is necessary for the cleaning, repair, or construction of the
highway, or for the installation of underground utilities, and signs giving
notice that the vehicle may be removed are erected or placed at least 24 hours
prior to the removal by local authorities pursuant to the ordinance.

(m) Wherever the use of the highway, or any portion thereof, is
authorized by local authorities for a purpose other than the normal flow of
traffic or for the movement of equipment, articles, or structures of unusual
size, and the parking of any vehicle would prohibit or interfere with that use
or movement, and signs giving notice that the vehicle may be removed are
erected or placed at least 24 hours prior to the removal by local authorities
pursuant to the ordinance.

(n) Whenever any vehicle is parked or left standing where local
authorities, by resolution or ordinance, have prohibited parking and have
authorized the removal of vehicles. No vehicle may be removed unless signs
are posted giving notice of the removal.

(o) (1) When any vehicle is found or operated upon a highway, any public
lands, or an offstreet parking facility with a registration expiration date in
excess of six months before the date it is found or operated on the highway,
public lands, or the offstreet parking facility. However, whenever the vehicle
is occupied, only a peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with
Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, may remove the vehicle.
For the purposes of this subdivision, the vehicle shall be released to the
owner or person in control of the vehicle only after the owner or person
furnishes the storing law enforcement agency with proof of current
registration and a currently valid driver’s license to operate the vehicle.

(2) As used in this subdivision, “offstreet parking facility” means any
offstreet facility held open for use by the public for parking vehicles and
includes any publicly owned facilities for offstreet parking, and privately
owned facilities for offstreet parking where no fee is charged for the privilege
to park and which are held open for the common public use of retail
customers.

(p) When the peace officer issues the driver of a vehicle a notice to appear
for a violation of Section 12500, 14601, 14601.1, 14601.2, 14601.3, 14601.4,
14601.5, or 14604 and the vehicle has not been impounded pursuant to
Section 22655.5. Any vehicle so removed from the highway or any public
lands, or from private property after having been on a highway or public
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lands, shall not be released to the registered owner or his or her agent, except
upon presentation of the registered owner’s or his or her agent’s currently
valid driver’s license to operate the vehicle and proof of current vehicle
registration, or upon order of a court.

(q) Whenever any vehicle is parked for more than 24 hours on a portion
of highway which is located within the boundaries of a common interest
development, as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 1351 of the Civil Code,
and signs, as required by Section 22658.2, have been posted on that portion
of highway providing notice to drivers that vehicles parked thereon for more
than 24 hours will be removed at the owner’s expense, pursuant to a
resolution or ordinance adopted by the local authority.

(r) When any vehicle is illegally parked and blocks the movement of a
legally parked vehicle.

(s) (1) When any vehicle, except highway maintenance or construction
equipment, an authorized emergency vehicle, or a vehicle which is properly
permitted or otherwise authorized by the Department of Transportation, is
stopped, parked, or left standing for more than eight hours within a roadside
rest area or viewpoint.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, a roadside rest area or viewpoint is a
publicly maintained vehicle parking area, adjacent to a highway, utilized for
the convenient, safe stopping of a vehicle to enable motorists to rest or to
view the scenery. If two or more roadside rest areas are located on opposite
sides of the highway, or upon the center divider, within seven miles of each
other, then that combination of rest areas is considered to be the same rest
area.

(t) When a peace officer issues a notice to appear for a violation of Section
25279.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Ch. 1093, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994. Supersedes Ch. 614.
Amended Ch.938, Stats. 1994. Effective September 28, 1994. Supersedes Ch. 268.
Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended Ch.1221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 734, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 17, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.
Amended Sec. 69, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996. Supersedes Sec. 8, Ch.

1142.
Amended Sec. 3.7, Ch. 1156, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 11.5, Ch. 118, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 17.5, Ch. 22, Stats. 1999. Effective May 26, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Towing or Storage Charges: Payment
22651.1. Persons operating or in charge of any storage facility where

vehicles are stored pursuant to Section 22651 shall accept a valid bank credit
card or cash for payment of towing and storage by the registered owner, legal
owner, or the owner’s agent claiming the vehicle. A person operating or in
charge of any storage facility who refuses to accept a valid bank credit card
shall be liable to the registered owner of the vehicle for four times the amount
of the towing and storage charges, but not to exceed five hundred dollars
($500). In addition, persons operating or in charge of the storage facility shall
have sufficient funds on the premises to accommodate and make change in a
reasonable monetary transaction.

Credit charges for towing and storage services shall comply with Section
1748.1 of the Civil Code. Law enforcement agencies may include the costs of
providing for payment by credit when agreeing with a towing or storage
provider on rates.

Amended Ch. 246, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Vehicle Removal
22651.2. (a) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing
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with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any regularly
employed and salaried employee, who is engaged in directing traffic or
enforcing parking laws and regulations of a city, county, or jurisdiction of a
state agency in which a vehicle is located, may remove a vehicle located
within the territorial limits in which the officer or employee may act when
the vehicle is found upon a highway or any public lands, and if all of the
following requirements are satisfied:

(1) Because of the size and placement of signs or placards on the vehicle,
it appears that the primary purpose of parking the vehicle at that location is
to advertise to the public an event or function on private property or on public
property hired for a private event or function to which the public is invited.

(2) The vehicle is known to have been previously issued a notice of
parking violation that was accompanied by a notice warning that an
additional parking violation may result in the impoundment of the vehicle.

(3) The registered owner of the vehicle has been mailed a notice advising
of the existence of the parking violation and that an additional violation may
result in the impoundment of the vehicle.

(b) Subdivision (a) does not apply to a vehicle bearing any sign or placard
advertising any business or enterprise carried on by or through the use of
that vehicle.

(c) Section 22852 applies to the removal of any vehicle pursuant to this
section.

Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 1142, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.
Amended Sec. 144, Ch. 17, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Offstreet Parking Facility: Removal and Impoundment
22651.3. ((a) Any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5

(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any
regularly employed and salaried employee, who is engaged in directing
traffic or enforcing parking laws and regulations, of a city, county, or
jurisdiction of a state agency in which any vehicle, other than a rented
vehicle, is located may remove the vehicle from an offstreet public parking
facility located within the territorial limits in which the officer or employee
may act when the vehicle is known to have been issued five or more notices
of parking violation over a period of five or more days, to which the owner or
person in control of the vehicle has not responded or when any vehicle is
illegally parked so as to prevent the movement of a legally parked vehicle.

A notice of parking violation issued to a vehicle which is registered in a
foreign jurisdiction or is without current California registration and is
known to have been issued five or more notices of parking violation over a
period of five or more days shall be accompanied by a warning that repeated
violations may result in the impounding of the vehicle.

(b) The vehicle may be impounded until the owner or person in control of
the vehicle furnishes to the impounding law enforcement agency evidence of
his or her identity and an address within this state at which he or she can be
located and furnishes satisfactory evidence that bail has been deposited for
all notices of parking violation issued for the vehicle. In lieu of requiring
satisfactory evidence that the bail has been deposited, the impounding law
enforcement agency may, in its discretion, issue a notice to appear for the
offenses charged, as provided in Article2 (commencing with Section 40500)
of Chapter 2 of Division 17. In lieu of either furnishing satisfactory evidence
that the bail has been deposited or accepting the notice to appear, the owner
or person in control of the vehicle may demand to be taken without
unnecessary delay before a magistrate within the county in which the
offenses charged are alleged to have been committed and who has
jurisdiction of the offenses and is nearest or most accessible with reference to
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the place where the vehicle is impounded.
(c) Evidence of current registration shall be produced after a vehicle has

been impounded. At the discretion of the impounding law enforcement
agency, a notice to appear for violation of subdivision (a) of Section 4000 may
be issued to the owner or person in control of the vehicle, if the two days
immediately following the day of impoundment are weekend days or
holidays.

Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 10, Ch. 1142, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Foreign Commercial Vehicles: Impoundment
22651.4. Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with

Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, may impound a vehicle and
its cargo pursuant to Section 34517.

Added Ch. 707, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Additional Circumstances Permitting Removal
22651.5. (a) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing

with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any regularly
employed and salaried employee who is engaged in directing traffic or
enforcing parking laws or regulations, may, upon the complaint of any
person, remove a vehicle parked within 500 feet of any occupied building of
a school, community college, or university during normal hours of operation,
or a vehicle parked within a residence or business district, from a highway or
from public or private property, if an alarm device or horn has been activated
within the vehicle, whether continuously activated or intermittently and
repeatedly activated, the peace officer or designated employee is unable to
locate the owner of the vehicle within 20 minutes from the time of arrival at
the vehicle’s location, and the alarm device or horn has not been completely
silenced prior to removal.

(b) Upon removal of a vehicle from a highway or from public or private
property pursuant to this section, the peace officer or designated employee
ordering the removal shall immediately report the removal and the location
to which the vehicle is removed to the Stolen Vehicle System of the
Department of Justice.

Amended Sec. 20, Ch. 945, Stats. 1997, Effective January 1, 1998.

Vehicle Removal: Speed Contests
22651.6. A peace officer or employee specified in Section 22651 may

remove a vehicle located within the territorial limits in which the officer or
employee may act when the vehicle was used by a person who was engaged
in a motor vehicle speed contest, as described in subdivision (a) of Section
23109, and the person was arrested and taken into custody for that offense
by a peace officer.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 884, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Immobilization
22651.7. In addition to, or as an alternative to, removal, any peace

officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of
Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any regularly employed and salaried employee
who is engaged in directing traffic or enforcing parking laws and regulations,
of a jurisdiction in which a vehicle is located may immobilize the vehicle with
a device designed and manufactured for the immobilization of vehicles, on a
highway or any public lands located within the territorial limits in which the
officer or employee may act if the vehicle is found upon a highway or any
public lands and it is known to have been issued five or more notices of
parking violations which are delinquent because the owner or person in
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control of the vehicle has not responded to the agency responsible for
processing notices of parking violation within 21 calendar days of notice of
citation issuance or citation issuance or 14 calendar days of the mailing of a
notice of delinquent parking violation, or the registered owner of the vehicle
is known to have been issued five or more notices for failure to pay or failure
to appear in court for traffic violations for which no certificate has been
issued by the magistrate or clerk of the court hearing the case showing that
the case has been adjudicated or concerning which the registered owner’s
record has not been cleared pursuant to Chapter 6 (commencing with Section
41500) of Division 17. The vehicle may be immobilized until that person
furnishes to the immobilizing law enforcement agency all of the following:

(a) Evidence of his or her identity.
(b) An address within this state at which he or she can be located.
(c) Satisfactory evidence that the full amount of parking penalties has

been deposited for all notices of parking violation issued for the vehicle and
any vehicles registered to the registered owner of the immobilized vehicle
and that bail has been deposited for all traffic violations of the registered
owner that have not been cleared. The requirements in subdivision (c) shall
be fully enforced by the immobilizing law enforcement agency on and after
the time that the Department of Motor Vehicles is able to provide access to
the necessary records. A notice of parking violation issued to the vehicle shall
be accompanied by a warning that repeated violations may result in the
impounding or immobilization of the vehicle. In lieu of furnishing
satisfactory evidence that the full amount of parking penalties or bail, or
both, have been deposited that person may demand to be taken without
unnecessary delay before a magistrate, for traffic offenses, or a hearing
examiner, for parking offenses, within the county in which the offenses
charged are alleged to have been committed and who has jurisdiction of the
offenses and is nearest or most accessible with reference to the place where
the vehicle is immobilized. Evidence of current registration shall be produced
after a vehicle has been immobilized or, at the discretion of the immobilizing
law enforcement agency, a notice to appear for violation of subdivision (a) of
Section 4000 shall be issued to that person.

Amended Ch. 1093, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 734, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 1156, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Satisfactory Evidence
22651.8. For purposes of paragraph (1) of subdivision (i) of Section 22651

and Section 22651.7, “satisfactory evidence” includes, but is not limited to, a
copy of a receipt issued by the department pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 4760 for the payment of notices of parking violations appearing on
the department’s records at the time of payment. The processing agency
shall, within 72 hours of receiving that satisfactory evidence, update its
records to reflect the payments made to the department. If the processing
agency does not receive the amount of the parking penalties and
administrative fees from the department within four months of the date of
issuance of that satisfactory evidence, the processing agency may revise its
records to reflect that no payments were received for the notices of parking
violation.

Added Ch. 587, Stats. 1991. Effective July 1, 1992.

Removal of Vehicles for Sale
22651.9. (a) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing

with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any regularly
employed and salaried employee, who is engaged in directing traffic or
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enforcing parking laws and regulations, of a city, county, or city and county
in which a vehicle is located, may remove a vehicle located within the
territorial limits in which the officer or employee may act when the vehicle
is found upon a street or any public lands, if all of the following requirements
are satisfied: 

(1) Because of a sign or placard on the vehicle, it appears that the primary
purpose of parking the vehicle at that location is to advertise to the public the
private sale of that vehicle. 

(2) Within the past 30 days, the vehicle is known to have been previously
issued a notice of parking violation, under local ordinance, which was
accompanied by a notice containing all of the following: 

(A) A warning that an additional parking violation may result in the
impoundment of the vehicle. 

(B) A warning that the vehicle may be impounded pursuant to this
section, even if moved to another street, so long as the signs or placards
offering the vehicle for sale remain on the vehicle. 

(C) A listing of the streets or public lands subject to the resolution or
ordinance adopted pursuant to paragraph (4), or if all streets are covered, a
statement to that effect. 

(3) The notice of parking violation was issued at least 24 hours prior to
the removal of the vehicle. 

(4) The local authority of the city, county, or city and county has, by
resolution or ordinance, authorized the removal of vehicles pursuant to this
section from the street or public lands on which the vehicle is located. 

(b) Section 22852 applies to the removal of any vehicle pursuant to this
section. 

Added Ch. 481, Stats. 1993. Effective September 27, 1993.

Removal from Handicapped Persons’ Parking Spaces
22652. Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with

Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any regularly employed
and salaried employee engaged in directing traffic or enforcing parking laws
and regulations of a city, county, or jurisdiction of a state agency may remove
any vehicle from a stall or space designated for physically handicapped
persons pursuant to Section 22511.7 or 22511.8, located within the
jurisdictional limits in which the officer or employee is authorized to act, if
the vehicle is parked in violation of Section 22507.8 and if the police or
sheriff’s department or the Department of the California Highway Patrol has
been notified.

In a privately or publicly owned or operated offstreet parking facility, this
section applies only to those stalls and spaces if the posting requirements
under subdivisions (a) and (d) of Section 22511.8 have been complied with
and if the stalls or spaces are clearly signed or marked.

Amended Sec. 11, Ch. 1142, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Immunity From Liability
22652.5. The owner or person in lawful possession of an offstreet

parking facility, or any local authority owning or operating an offstreet
parking facility, who causes a vehicle to be removed from the parking facility
pursuant to Section 22511.8, or any state, city, or county employee, is not
civilly liable for the removal if the police or sheriff’s department in whose
jurisdiction the offstreet parking facility or the stall or space is located or the
Department of the California Highway Patrol has been notified prior to the
removal.

Added Ch. 232, Stats. 1983. Effective July 14, 1983.
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Additional Circumstances Permitting Removal
22652.6. Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with

Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any regularly employed
and salaried employee engaged in directing traffic or enforcing parking laws
and regulations of a city or county, may remove any vehicle parked or
standing on the streets or highways or from a stall or space of a privately or
publicly owned or operated offstreet parking facility within the jurisdiction
of the city or county when the vehicle is in violation of a local ordinance or
resolution adopted pursuant to Section 22511.57. 

Added Ch. 221, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995. Operative July 1, 1995.

Removal From Private Property
22653. (a) Any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5

(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, other
than an employee directing traffic or enforcing parking laws and regulations,
may remove a vehicle from private property located within the territorial
limits in which the officer is empowered to act, when a report has previously
been made that the vehicle has been stolen or a complaint has been filed and
a warrant thereon issued charging that the vehicle has been embezzled.

(b) Any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing
with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, may, after a
reasonable period of time, remove a vehicle from private property located
within the territorial limits in which the officer is empowered to act, if the
vehicle has been involved in, and left at the scene of, a traffic accident and no
owner is available to grant permission to remove the vehicle. This
subdivision does not authorize the removal of a vehicle where the owner has
been contacted and has refused to grant permission to remove the vehicle.

(c) Any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing
with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, may, at the request
of the property owner or person in lawful possession of any private property,
remove a vehicle from private property located within the territorial limits
in which the officer is empowered to act when an officer arrests any person
driving or in control of a vehicle for an alleged offense and the officer is, by
this code or other law, required or authorized to take, and does take the
person arrested before a magistrate without unnecessary delay.

Amended Ch. 912, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

Authorization for Moving a Vehicle
22654. (a) Whenever any peace officer, as that term is defined in

Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal
Code, or other employee directing traffic or enforcing parking laws and
regulations, finds a vehicle standing upon a highway, located within the
territorial limits in which the officer or employee is empowered to act, in
violation of Sections 22500 and 22504, the officer or employee may move the
vehicle or require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle to move
it to the nearest available position off the roadway or to the nearest parking
location, or may remove and store the vehicle if moving it off the roadway to
a parking location is impracticable.

(b) Whenever the officer or employee finds a vehicle standing upon a
street, located within the territorial limits in which the officer or employee is
empowered to act, in violation of a traffic ordinance enacted by local
authorities to prevent flooding of adjacent property, he or she may move the
vehicle or require the driver or person in charge of the vehicle to move it to
the nearest available location in the vicinity where parking is permitted.

(c) Any state, county, or city authority charged with the maintenance of
any highway may move any vehicle which is disabled or abandoned or which
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constitutes an obstruction to traffic from the place where it is located on a
highway to the nearest available position on the same highway as may be
necessary to keep the highway open or safe for public travel. In addition,
employees of the Department of Transportation may remove any disabled
vehicle which constitutes an obstruction to traffic on a freeway from the place
where it is located to the nearest available location where parking is
permitted; and, if the vehicle is unoccupied, the department shall comply
with the notice requirements of subdivision (d).

(d) Any state, county, or city authority charged with the maintenance or
operation of any highway, highway facility, or public works facility, in cases
necessitating the prompt performance of any work on or service to the
highway, highway facility, or public works facility, may move to the nearest
available location where parking is permitted, any unattended vehicle which
obstructs or interferes with the performance of the work or service or may
remove and store the vehicle if moving it off the roadway to a location where
parking is permitted would be impracticable. If the vehicle is moved to
another location where it is not readily visible from its former parked
location or it is stored, the person causing the movement or storage of the
vehicle shall immediately, by the most expeditious means, notify the owner
of the vehicle of its location. If for any reason the vehicle owner cannot be so
notified, the person causing the vehicle to be moved or stored shall
immediately, by the most expeditious means, notify the police department of
the city in which the vehicle was parked, or, if the vehicle had been parked
in an unincorporated area of a county, notify the sheriff’s department and
nearest office of the California Highway Patrol in that county. No vehicle
may be removed and stored pursuant to this subdivision unless signs
indicating that no person shall stop, park, or leave standing any vehicle
within the areas marked by the signs because the work or service would be
done, were placed at least 24 hours prior to the movement or removal and
storage.

(e) Whenever any peace officer finds a vehicle parked or standing upon a
highway in a manner so as to obstruct necessary emergency services, or the
routing of traffic at the scene of a disaster, the officer may move the vehicle
or require the driver or other person in charge of the vehicle to move it to the
nearest available parking location. If the vehicle is unoccupied, and moving
the vehicle to a parking location is impractical, the officer may store the
vehicle pursuant to Sections 22850 and 22852 and subdivision (a) or (b) of
Section 22853. If the vehicle so moved or stored was otherwise lawfully
parked, no moving or storage charges shall be assessed against or collected
from the driver or owner.

Amended Ch. 913, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Impounding Vehicle for Investigation
22655. (a) When any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5

(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code or any
regularly employed and salaried employee who is engaged in directing traffic
or enforcing parking statutes and regulations, has reasonable cause to
believe that a motor vehicle on a highway or on private property open to the
general public onto which the public is explicitly or implicitly invited, located
within the territorial limits in which the officer is empowered to act, has been
involved in a hit-and-run accident, and the operator of the vehicle has failed
to stop and comply with Sections 20002 to 20006, inclusive, the officer may
remove the vehicle from the highway or from public or private property for
the purpose of inspection.

(b) Unless sooner released, the vehicle shall be released upon the
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expiration of 48 hours after the removal from the highway or private
property upon demand of the owner. When determining the 48-hour period,
weekends, and holidays shall not be included.

(c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), when a motor vehicle to be inspected
pursuant to subdivision (a) is a commercial vehicle, any cargo within the
vehicle may be removed or transferred to another vehicle.

This section shall not be construed to authorize the removal of any vehicle
from an enclosed structure on private property that is not open to the general
public.

Amended Sec. 21, Ch. 945, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Removal for Investigation
22655.3. Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with

Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, pursuing a fleeing or
evading person in a motor vehicle may remove and store, or cause to be
removed and stored, any vehicle used in violation of Section 2800.1 or 2800.2
from property other than that of the registered owner of the vehicle for the
purposes of investigation, identification, or apprehension of the driver if the
driver of the vehicle abandons the vehicle and leaves it unattended. All
towing and storage fees for a vehicle removed under this section shall be paid
by the owner, unless the vehicle was stolen or taken without permission.

No vehicle shall be impounded under this section if the driver is arrested
before arrival of the towing equipment or if the registered owner is in the
vehicle.

As used in this section, “remove and store a vehicle” means that the peace
officer may cause the removal of a vehicle to, and storage of a vehicle in, a
private lot where the vehicle may be secured by the owner of the facility or
by the owner’s representative.

This section is not intended to change current statute and case law
governing searches and seizures.

Amended and Renumbered (from 22651.7) Ch. 160, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Impounding for Evidence: Lien: Charges
22655.5. A peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with

Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, may remove a motor
vehicle from the highway or from public or private property within the
territorial limits in which the officer may act under the following
circumstances:

(a) When any vehicle is found upon a highway or public or private
property and a peace officer has probable cause to believe that the vehicle
was used as the means of committing a public offense.

(b) When any vehicle is found upon a highway or public or private
property and a peace officer has probable cause to believe that the vehicle is
itself evidence which tends to show that a crime has been committed or that
the vehicle contains evidence, which cannot readily be removed, which tends
to show that a crime has been committed.

(c) Notwithstanding Section 3068 of the Civil Code or Section 22851 of
this code, no lien shall attach to a vehicle removed under this section unless
the vehicle was used by the alleged perpetrator of the crime with the express
or implied permission of the owner of the vehicle.

(d) In any prosecution of the crime for which a vehicle was impounded
pursuant to this section, the prosecutor may request, and the court may
order, the perpetrator of the crime, if convicted, to pay the costs of towing and
storage of the vehicle, and any administrative charges imposed pursuant to
Section 22850.5.
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(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1993.
Amended Ch. 614, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 1142, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Removal from Railroad Right-of-Way
22656. Any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5

(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, may
remove a vehicle from the right-of-way of a railroad, street railway, or light
rail line located within the territorial limits in which the officer is
empowered to act if the vehicle is parked or abandoned upon any track or
within 7 1/2 feet of the nearest rail. The officer may also remove a vehicle
that is parked beyond 7 1/2 feet of the nearest rail but within the right-
of-way of a railroad, street railway, or light rail if signs are posted
giving notice that vehicles may be removed.

Amended Sec. 29, Ch. 438, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material.

Removal From Private Property
22658. (a) Except as provided in Section 22658.2, the owner or person in

lawful possession of any private property, within one hour of notifying, by
telephone or, if impractical, by the most expeditious means available, the
local traffic law enforcement agency, may cause the removal of a vehicle
parked on the property to the nearest public garage under any of the
following circumstances:

(1) There is displayed, in plain view at all entrances to the property, a
sign not less than 17 by 22 inches in size, with lettering not less than one inch
in height, prohibiting public parking and indicating that vehicles will be
removed at the owner’s expense, and containing the telephone number of the
local traffic law enforcement agency. The sign may also indicate that a
citation may also be issued for the violation.

(2) The vehicle has been issued a notice of parking violation, and 96 hours
have elapsed since the issuance of that notice.

(3) The vehicle is on private property and lacks an engine, transmission,
wheels, tires, doors, windshield, or any other major part or equipment
necessary to operate safely on the highways, the owner or person in lawful
possession of the private property has notified the local traffic law
enforcement agency, and 24 hours have elapsed since that notification.

(4) The lot or parcel upon which the vehicle is parked is improved with a
single-family dwelling.

(b) The person causing removal of the vehicle, if the person knows or is
able to ascertain from the registration records of the Department of Motor
Vehicles the name and address of the registered and legal owner of the
vehicle, shall immediately give, or cause to be given, notice in writing to the
registered and legal owner of the fact of the removal, the grounds for the
removal, and indicate the place to which the vehicle has been removed. If the
vehicle is stored in a public garage, a copy of the notice shall be given to the
proprietor of the garage. The notice provided for in this section shall include
the amount of mileage on the vehicle at the time of removal. If the person
does not know and is not able to ascertain the name of the owner or for any
other reason is unable to give the notice to the owner as provided in this
section, the person causing removal of the vehicle shall comply with the
requirements of subdivision (c) of Section 22853 relating to notice in the
same manner as applicable to an officer removing a vehicle from private
property.

(c) This section does not limit or affect any right or remedy which the
owner or person in lawful possession of private property may have by virtue
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of other provisions of law authorizing the removal of a vehicle parked upon
private property.

(d) The owner of a vehicle removed from private property pursuant to
subdivision (a) may recover for any damage to the vehicle resulting from any
intentional or negligent act of any person causing the removal of, or
removing, the vehicle.

(e) Any owner or person in lawful possession of any private property, or
an “association” pursuant to Section 22658.2, causing the removal of a
vehicle parked on that property is liable for double the storage or towing
charges whenever there has been a failure to comply with paragraph (1), (2),
or (3) of subdivision (a) or to state the grounds for the removal of the vehicle
if requested by the legal or registered owner of the vehicle as required by
subdivision (f).

(f) Any owner or person in lawful possession of any private property, or
an “association” pursuant to Section 22658.2, causing the removal of a
vehicle parked on that property shall state the grounds for the removal of the
vehicle if requested by the legal or registered owner of that vehicle. Any
towing company that removes a vehicle from private property with the
authorization of the property owner or the property owner’s agent shall not
be held responsible in any situation relating to the validity of the removal.
Any towing company that removes the vehicle under this section shall be
responsible for (1) any damage to the vehicle in the transit and subsequent
storage of the vehicle and (2) the removal of a vehicle other than the vehicle
specified by the owner or other person in lawful possession of the private
property.

(g) Possession of any vehicle under this section shall be deemed to arise
when a vehicle is removed from private property and is in transit.

(h) A towing company may impose a charge of not more than one-half of
the regular towing charge for the towing of a vehicle at the request of the
owner of private property or that owner’s agent pursuant to this section if the
owner of the vehicle or the owner’s agent returns to the vehicle before it is
removed from the private property. The regular towing charge may only be
imposed after the vehicle has been removed from the property and is in
transit.

(i) (1) A charge for towing or storage, or both, of a vehicle under this
section is excessive if the charge is greater than that which would have been
charged for towing or storage, or both, made at the request of a law
enforcement agency under an agreement between the law enforcement
agency and a towing company in the city or county in which is located the
private property from which the vehicle was, or was attempted to be,
removed.

(2) If a vehicle is released within 24 hours from the time the vehicle is
brought into the storage facility, regardless of the calendar date, the storage
charge shall be for only one day. Not more than one day’s storage charge may
be required for any vehicle released the same day that it is stored.

(3) If a request to release a vehicle is made and the appropriate fees are
tendered and documentation establishing that the person requesting release
is entitled to possession of the vehicle, or is the owner’s insurance
representative, is presented within the initial 24 hours of storage, and the
storage facility fails to comply with the request to release the vehicle or is not
open for business during normal business hours, then only one day’s storage
charge may be required to be paid until after the first business day. A
business day is any day in which the lienholder is open for business to the
public for at least eight hours. If a request is made more than 24 hours after
the vehicle is placed in storage, charges may be imposed on a full calendar
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day basis for each day, or part thereof, that the vehicle is in storage.
(j) Any person who charges a vehicle owner a towing, service, or storage

charge at an excessive rate, as described in subdivision (i), is liable to the
vehicle owner for four times the amount charged.

(k) Persons operating or in charge of any storage facility where vehicles
are stored pursuant to this section shall accept a valid bank credit card or
cash for payment of towing and storage by a registered owner or the owner’s
agent claiming the vehicle. A person operating or in charge of any storage
facility who refuses to accept a valid bank credit card is liable to the
registered owner of the vehicle for four times the amount of the towing and
storage charges, but not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500). In addition,
persons operating or in charge of the storage facility shall have sufficient
moneys on the premises of the primary storage facility during normal
business hours to accommodate, and make change in, a reasonable monetary
transaction.

Credit charges for towing and storage services shall comply with Section
1748.1 of the Civil Code. Law enforcement agencies may include the costs of
providing for payment by credit when making agreements with towing
companies as described in subdivision (i).

(l) (1) A towing company shall not remove or commence the removal of a
vehicle from private property without first obtaining written authorization
from the property owner or lessee, or an employee or agent thereof, who shall
be present at the time of removal. General authorization to remove or
commence removal of a vehicle at the towing company’s discretion shall not
be delegated to a towing company or its affiliates except in the case of a
vehicle unlawfully parked within 15 feet of a fire hydrant or in a fire lane, or
in a manner which interferes with any entrance to, or exit from, the private
property.

(2) If a towing company removes a vehicle without written authorization
and that vehicle is unlawfully parked within 15 feet of a fire hydrant or in a
fire lane, or in a manner which interferes with any entrance to, or exit from,
the private property, the towing company shall take, prior to the removal of
that vehicle, a photograph of the vehicle which clearly indicates that parking
violation. The towing company shall keep one copy of the photograph taken
pursuant to this paragraph, and shall present that photograph to the owner
or an agent of the owner, when that person claims the vehicle.

(3) Any towing company, or any affiliate of a towing company, which
removes, or commences removal of, a vehicle from private property without
first obtaining written authorization from the property owner or lessee, or an
employee or agent thereof, who is present at the time of removal or
commencement of the removal, except as permitted by paragraph (1), is
liable to the owner of the vehicle for four times the amount of the towing and
storage charges, in addition to any applicable criminal penalty, for a
violation. 

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 404, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 23, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Notification: Damage to Fences
22658.1. (a) Any towing company that, in removing a vehicle, cuts,

removes, otherwise damages, or leaves open a fence without the prior
approval of the property owner or the person in charge of the property shall
then and there do either of the following: 

(1) Locate and notify the owner or person in charge of the property of the
damage or open condition of the fence, the name and address of the towing
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company, and the license, registration, or identification number of the
vehicle being removed.

(2) Leave in a conspicuous place on the property the name and address of
the towing company, and the license, registration, or identification number
of the vehicle being removed, and shall without unnecessary delay, notify the
police department of the city in which the property is located, or if the
property is located in unincorporated territory, either the sheriff or the local
headquarters of the Department of the California Highway Patrol, of that
information and the location of the damaged or opened fence.

(b) Any person failing to comply with all the requirements of this section
is guilty of an infraction.

Amended Sec. 68, Ch. 854, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Removal From Common Interest Development
22658.2. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), an “association”, as

defined in subdivision (a) of Section 1351 of the Civil Code, of a common
interest development, as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 1351 of the Civil
Code, may cause the removal of a vehicle parked on that property to the
nearest public garage if all of the following requirements are satisfied:

(1) A sign not less than 17 by 22 inches in size with lettering not less than
one inch in height appears at each entrance to the common interest
development and contains both of the following:

(a) A statement that public parking is prohibited and all vehicles not
authorized to park on the common interest development will be removed at
the owner’s expense.

(b) The telephone number of the local traffic law enforcement agency.
The sign may also indicate that a citation may be issued for the violation.
(2) If the identity of the registered owner of the vehicle is known or

readily ascertainable, the president of the association or his or her designee
shall, within a reasonable time, notify the owner of the removal by first-class
mail. If the identity of the owner of the vehicle is not known or ascertainable,
the president of the association or his or her designee shall comply with
subdivision (c) of Section 22853.

(3) The president of the association or his or her designee, gives or causes
to be given, notice of the removal to the local traffic law enforcement agency
immediately after the vehicle has been removed. The notice shall include a
description of the vehicle, the license plate number, and the address from
where the vehicle was removed.

(b) The association may cause the removal without notice of any vehicle
parked in a marked fire lane, within 15 feet of a fire hydrant, in a parking
space designated for handicapped without proper authority, or in a manner
which interferes with any entrance to, or exit from, the common interest
development or any separate interest contained therein.

(c) Notwithstanding Section 1708 of the Civil Code, the association shall
not be liable for any damages incurred by the vehicle owner because of the
removal of a vehicle in compliance with this section or for any damage to the
vehicle caused by the removal. However, the owner of a vehicle removed
pursuant to this section may recover for any damage to the vehicle which
results from any intentional or negligent act of the association or any person
causing the removal of, or removing, the vehicle.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, subdivisions (f) to (k),
inclusive, of Section 22658 apply to the removal of vehicles pursuant to this
section.

Added Ch. 1262, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.
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Removal From State Property
22659. Any peace officer of the Department of the California Highway

Patrol or any person duly authorized by the state agency in possession of
property owned by the state, or rented or leased from others by the state and
any peace officer of the Department of the California Highway Patrol
providing policing services to property of a district agricultural association
may, subsequent to giving notice to the city police or county sheriff,
whichever is appropriate, cause the removal of a vehicle from the property to
the nearest public garage, under any of the following circumstances:

(a) When the vehicle is illegally parked in locations where signs are
posted giving notice of violation and removal.

(b) When an officer arrests any person driving or in control of a vehicle for
an alleged offense and the officer is by this code or other law required to take
the person arrested before a magistrate without unnecessary delay.

(c) When any vehicle is found upon the property and report has
previously been made that the vehicle has been stolen or complaint has been
filed and a warrant thereon issued charging that the vehicle has been
embezzled.

(d) When the person or persons in charge of a vehicle upon the property
are by reason of physical injuries or illness incapacitated to that extent as to
be unable to provide for its custody or removal.

The person causing removal of the vehicle shall comply with the
requirements of Sections 22852 and 22853 relating to notice.

Amended Sec. 70, Ch. 305, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Prostitution Forfeiture of Vehicle Used in Commission 
of Act of Prostitution

22659.5. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any city, any
county, or any city and county, may adopt an ordinance establishing a five-
year pilot program that implements procedures for declaring any motor
vehicle a public nuisance when the vehicle is used in the commission of an
act in violation of Section 266h or 266i of the Penal Code or subdivision (b) of
Section 647 of that code, and there is a conviction of Section 266h or 266i of
the Penal Code or subdivision (b) of Section 647 of that code, or a provision
involving any lesser included offense to which the defendant enters a plea of
guilty or nolo contendere as part of a plea agreement subsequent to the
defendant having been charged with a violation of Section 266h or 266i of the
Penal Code or subdivision (b) of Section 647 of that code.

(b) In addition to the authority provided by subdivision (h) of Section
22651, the ordinance may also include procedures to enjoin and abate the
declared nuisance by ordering the defendant not to use the vehicle again for
purposes of violating Section 266h or 266i of the Penal Code or subdivision
(b) of Section 647 of that code and authorizing the temporary impoundment
of the vehicle that the court has declared a nuisance if the defendant violates
the order. The impoundment shall not exceed 48 hours.

(c) The only action that may be taken to enjoin and abate the declared
nuisance are those actions specified in subdivision (b).

(d) Any procedures implemented pursuant to this section shall ensure
that no vehicle is declared a nuisance if the vehicle is stolen, unless it is not
possible to reasonably ascertain the identity of any owner of the vehicle. 

Added Ch. 485, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Repealed Ch. 485, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994 Operative January 1, 1999.
Amended Ch. 161, Stats. 1994. Effective July 11, 1994.
Amended Ch. 894, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 758, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
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Local Abatement Procedure
22660. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a city, county, or city

and county may adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the
abatement and removal, as public nuisances, of abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled, or inoperative vehicles or parts thereof from private or public
property, and for the recovery, pursuant to Section 25845 or 38773.5 of the
Government Code, or assumption by the local authority, of costs of
administration and the removal.

Amended Ch. 126, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Contents of Ordinance
22661. Any ordinance establishing procedures for the removal of

abandoned vehicles shall contain all of the following provisions: 
(a) The requirement that notice be given to the Department of Motor

Vehicles within five days after the date of removal, identifying the vehicle or
part thereof and any evidence of registration available, including, but not
limited to, the registration card, certificates of ownership, or license plates. 

(b) Making the ordinance inapplicable to (1) a vehicle or part thereof that
is completely enclosed within a building in a lawful manner where it is not
visible from the street or other public or private property or (2) a vehicle or
part thereof that is stored or parked in a lawful manner on private property
in connection with the business of a licensed dismantler, licensed vehicle
dealer, or a junkyard. This exception shall not, however, authorize the
maintenance of a public or private nuisance as defined under provisions of
law other than this chapter. 

(c) The requirement that not less than a 10-day notice of intention to
abate and remove the vehicle or part thereof as a public nuisance be issued,
unless the property owner and the owner of the vehicle have signed releases
authorizing removal and waiving further interest in the vehicle or part
thereof. However, the notice of intention is not required for removal of a
vehicle or part thereof that is inoperable due to the absence of a motor,
transmission, or wheels and incapable of being towed, is valued at less than
two hundred dollars ($200) by a person specified in Section 22855, and is
determined by the local agency to be a public nuisance presenting an
immediate threat to public health or safety, provided that the property
owner has signed a release authorizing removal and waiving further interest
in the vehicle or part thereof. Prior to final disposition under Section 22662
of such a low-valued vehicle or part for which evidence of registration was
recovered pursuant to subdivision (a), the local agency shall provide notice to
the registered and legal owners of intent to dispose of the vehicle or part, and
if the vehicle or part is not claimed and removed within 12 days after the
notice is mailed, from a location specified in Section 22662, final disposition
may proceed. No local agency or contractor thereof shall be liable for damage
caused to a vehicle or part thereof by removal pursuant to this section. 

This subdivision applies only to inoperable vehicles located upon a parcel
that is (1) zoned for agricultural use or (2) not improved with a residential
structure containing one or more dwelling units. 

(d) The 10-day notice of intention to abate and remove a vehicle or part
thereof, when required by this section, shall contain a statement of the
hearing rights of the owner of the property on which the vehicle is located
and of the owner of the vehicle. The statement shall include notice to the
property owner that he or she may appear in person at a hearing or may
submit a sworn written statement denying responsibility for the presence of
the vehicle on the land, with his or her reasons for such denial, in lieu of
appearing. The notice of intention to abate shall be mailed, by registered or
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certified mail, to the owner of the land as shown on the last equalized
assessment roll and to the last registered and legal owners of record unless
the vehicle is in such condition that identification numbers are not available
to determine ownership. 

(e) The requirement that a public hearing be held before the governing
body of the city, county, or city and county, or any other board, commissioner,
or official of the city, county, or city and county as designated by the
governing body, upon request for such a hearing by the owner of the vehicle
or the owner of the land on which the vehicle is located. This request shall be
made to the appropriate public body, agency, or officer within 10 days after
the mailing of notice of intention to abate and remove the vehicle or at the
time of signing a release pursuant to subdivision (c). If the owner of the land
on which the vehicle is located submits a sworn written statement denying
responsibility for the presence of the vehicle on his or her land within that
time period, this statement shall be construed as a request for hearing that
does not require the presence of the owner submitting the request. If the
request is not received within that period, the appropriate public body,
agency, or officer shall have the authority to remove the vehicle. 

(f) The requirement that after a vehicle has been removed, it shall not be
reconstructed or made operable, unless it is a vehicle that qualifies for either
horseless carriage license plates or historical vehicle license plates, pursuant
to Section 5004, in which case the vehicle may be reconstructed or made
operable. 

(g) A provision authorizing the owner of the land on which the vehicle is
located to appear in person at the hearing or present a sworn written
statement denying responsibility for the presence of the vehicle on the land,
with his or her reasons for the denial. If it is determined at the hearing that
the vehicle was placed on the land without the consent of the landowner and
that he or she has not subsequently acquiesced to its presence, then the local
authority shall not assess costs of administration or removal of the vehicle
against the property upon which the vehicle is located or otherwise attempt
to collect those costs from the owner. 

Amended Ch. 589, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Disposition of Vehicles or Parts
22662. Vehicles or parts thereof may be disposed of by removal to a

scrapyard, automobile dismantler’s yard, or any suitable site operated by a
local authority for processing as scrap, or other final disposition consistent
with subdivision (e) of Section 22661. A local authority may operate such a
disposal site when its governing body determines that commercial channels
of disposition are not available or are inadequate, and it may make final
disposition of such vehicles or parts, or the local agency may transfer such
vehicle or parts to another, provided such disposal shall be only as scrap.

Added Ch. 29, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Administration of Ordinance
22663. Any ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 22660 shall provide

for administration of the ordinance by regularly salaried full-time employees
of the city, county, or city and county, except that the removal of vehicles or
parts thereof from property may be by any other duly authorized person. Any
such authorized person may enter upon private property for the purposes
specified in the ordinance to examine a vehicle or parts thereof, obtain
information as to the identity of a vehicle, and remove or cause the removal
of a vehicle or part thereof declared to be a nuisance pursuant to the
ordinance.

Added Ch. 29, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.
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Waiver: Reporting Requirements and Fees
22664. Any licensed dismantler or commercial enterprise acquiring

vehicles removed pursuant to such ordinance shall be excused from the
reporting requirements of Section 11520; and any fees and penalties which
would otherwise be due the Department of Motor Vehicles are hereby
waived, provided that a copy of the resolution or order authorizing
disposition of the vehicle is retained in the dismantler’s or commercial
enterprise’s business records.

Added Ch. 29, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Administration of Local Programs by Highway Patrol
22665. Notwithstanding Section or any other provision of law, the

department may, at the request of a local authority, other than a service
authority, administer on behalf of the authority its abandoned vehicle
abatement and removal program established pursuant to Section 22660.

Amended Ch. 1684, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Regulations of Highway Patrol
22666. Whenever the department is administering a program pursuant

to Section 22665, it shall by regulation establish procedures for the
abatement and removal of vehicles that are identical to the requirements
specified in Section 22661, except that the department shall provide by
agreement with the requesting local authority for the conduct of a public
hearing pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 22661 by the local authority
and for the reimbursement of the department for its costs of administration
and removal which the local authority is authorized to recover from the
property owner pursuant to Section 22660. Such regulations shall also
provide for the administration of the regulations by regularly salaried, full-
time personnel of the department, except that the removal of vehicles or
parts thereof from property may be done by any other duly authorized
person. Any such person may enter upon private property for the purposes
specified in the regulations to examine a vehicle or parts thereof, obtain
information as to the identity of a vehicle, and remove or cause the removal
of a vehicle or part thereof declared to be a nuisance pursuant to the
regulations.

The provisions of Sections 22662 and 22664 shall also apply to any vehicle
removed by the department.

Added Ch. 29, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Abatement and Removal: Priorities
22667. In establishing procedures for the abatement and removal of

abandoned vehicles, the department shall give priority to the removal of
abandoned vehicles from corridors of the state highway system, from public
lands and parks, and from river and wildlife areas.

Added Ch. 29, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund: Prohibited Disbursements
22668. No local authority whose abandoned vehicle abatement and

removal program is administered pursuant to Section 22665 shall be eligible
for any disbursement from the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund pursuant to
Section 22710.

Added Ch. 29, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Removal of Abandoned Vehicles
22669. (a) Any peace officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5

(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any
other employee of the state, county, or city designated by an agency or
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department of the state or the board of supervisors or city council to perform
this function, in the territorial limits in which the officer or employee is
authorized to act, who has reasonable grounds to believe that the vehicle has
been abandoned, as determined pursuant to Section 22523, may remove the
vehicle from a highway or from public or private property.

(b) Any person performing a franchise or contract awarded pursuant to
subdivision (a) of Section 22710, may remove a vehicle from a highway or
place to which it has been removed pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section
22654 or from public or private property, after a determination by a peace
officer, as that term is defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830)
of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or other designated employee of the
state, county, or city in which the vehicle is located that the vehicle is
abandoned, as determined pursuant to Section 22523.

(c) A state, county, or city employee, other than a peace officer or
employee of a sheriff’s department or a city police department, designated to
remove vehicles pursuant to this section may do so only after he or she has
mailed or personally delivered a written report identifying the vehicle and its
location to the office of the Department of the California Highway Patrol
located nearest to the vehicle.

(d) Motor vehicles which are parked, resting, or otherwise immobilized on
any highway or public right-of-way and which lack an engine, transmission,
wheels, tires, doors, windshield, or any other part or equipment necessary to
operate safely on the highways of this state, are hereby declared a hazard to
public health, safety, and welfare and may be removed immediately upon
discovery by a peace officer or other designated employee of the state, county,
or city.

Amended Ch. 1133, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Lien Sale: Valuation
22670. For lien sale purposes, the public agency causing the removal of

the vehicle shall determine if the estimated value of the vehicle that has been
ordered removed, towed, or stored is three hundred dollars ($300) or less,
over three hundred dollars ($300) but four thousand dollars ($4,000) or less,
or over four thousand dollars ($4,000).

If the public agency fails or refuses to put a value on, or to estimate the
value of, the vehicle within three days after the date of removal of the vehicle,
the garage keeper specified in Section 22851 or the garage keeper’s agent
shall determine, under penalty of perjury, if the estimated value of the
vehicle that has been ordered removed, towed, or stored, is three hundred
dollars ($300) or less, over three hundred dollars ($300) but four thousand
dollars ($4,000) or less, or over four thousand dollars ($4,000).

Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 203, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Removal by Franchise or Contract
22671. A local authority may either issue a franchise or execute a

contract for the removal of abandoned vehicles in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

Amended and renumbered, Ch. 1111, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Service Authority for Abatement of Abandoned Vehicles
22710. (a) A service authority for the abatement of abandoned vehicles

may be established, and a one dollar ($1) vehicle registration fee imposed, in
any county if the board of supervisors of the county, by a two-thirds vote, and
a majority of the cities having a majority of the incorporated population
within the county have adopted resolutions providing for the establishment
of the authority and imposition of the fee. The membership of the authority
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shall be determined by concurrence of the board of supervisors and a
majority vote of the majority of the cities within the county having a majority
of the incorporated population.

(b) The authority may contract and may undertake any act convenient or
necessary to carry out any law relating to the authority. The authority shall
be staffed by existing personnel of the city, county, or county transportation
commission.

(c) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a service authority
may adopt an ordinance establishing procedures for the abatement, removal,
and disposal, as public nuisances, of any abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or
inoperative vehicles or parts thereof from private or public property; and for
the recovery, pursuant to Section 25845 or 38773.5 of the Government Code,
or assumption by the service authority, of costs of administration and that
removal and disposal. The actual removal and disposal of vehicles shall be
undertaken by an entity that may be a county or city or the department,
pursuant to contract with the service authority as provided in this section.

(2) The money received by an authority pursuant to Section 9250.7 and
this section shall be used only for the abatement, removal, and disposal as
public nuisances of any abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative
vehicles or parts thereof from private or public property.

(d) (1) An abandoned vehicle abatement program and plan of a service
authority shall be implemented only with the approval of the county and a
majority of the cities having a majority of the incorporated population.

(2) The department shall provide guidelines for abandoned vehicle
abatement programs. An authority’'s abandoned vehicle abatement plan and
program shall be consistent with those guidelines, and shall provide for, but
not be limited to, an estimate of the number of abandoned vehicles, a disposal
and enforcement strategy including contractual agreements, and
appropriate fiscal controls.

The department’s guidelines provided pursuant to this paragraph shall
include, but not be limited to, requiring each service authority receiving
funds from the Abandoned Vehicle Trust Fund to report to the Controller on
an annual basis pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 9250.7, in a manner
prescribed by the department, and pursuant to an approved abandoned
vehicle abatement program. The report shall be submitted to the Controller
not later than 90 calendar days following the end of the previous quarter.

(3) After a plan has been approved pursuant to paragraph (1), the service
authority shall, not later than August 1 of the year in which the plan was
approved, submit it to the department for review, and the department shall,
not later than October 1 of that same year, either approve the plan as
submitted or make recommendations for revision. After the plan has
received the department’s approval as being consistent with the
department’'s guidelines, the service authority shall, not later than January
1 of the following year, submit it to the Controller.

(4) Except as provided in subdivision (e), the Controller shall make no
allocations for a calendar year to a service authority for which an approved
plan was not received on or before January 1 of that year, or when a county
has failed to provide its  annual report as required in paragraph (2).

(5) No governmental agency shall receive any funds from a service
authority for the abatement of abandoned vehicles pursuant to an approved
abandoned vehicle abatement program unless the governmental agency has
submitted  an annual report to the service authority stating the manner in
which the funds were expended, and the number of vehicles abated. The
governmental agency shall receive that percentage of the total funds
collected by the service authority that is equal to its share of the formula



Div. 11 —747— §22850
calculated pursuant to paragraph (6).
(6) Each service authority shall calculate a formula for apportioning

funds to each governmental agency that receives funds from the service
authority and submit that formula to the Controller with the  annual report
required pursuant to paragraph (2). The formula shall apportion 50 percent
of the funds received by the service authority to a governmental agency
based on the percentage of vehicles abated by that governmental agency of
the total number of abandoned vehicles abated by all member agencies, and
50 percent based on population and geographic area, as determined by the
service authority. When the formula is first submitted to the Controller, and
each time the formula is revised thereafter, the service authority shall
include a detailed explanation of how the service authority determined the
apportionment between per capita abatements and service area.

(7) Notwithstanding any other provision of this subdivision, the
Controller may allocate to the service authority in the County of
Humboldt the net amount of the abandoned vehicle abatement funds
received from the fee imposed by that authority, as described in
subdivision (b) of Section 9250.7, for calendar years 2000 and 2001.

(e) Any plan that has been submitted to the Controller pursuant to
subdivision (d) may be revised pursuant to the procedure prescribed in that
subdivision, including compliance with any dates described therein for
submission to the department and the Controller, respectively, in the year in
which the revisions are proposed. Compliance with that procedure shall only
be required if the revisions are substantial. A service authority that is newly
formed and has not complied with subdivision (d) may so comply after the
dates specified in subdivision (d) by submitting an approved plan on or before
those dates in the year in which the plan is submitted.

(f) For purposes of this section, “abandoned vehicle abatement” means
the removal of a vehicle from public or private property by towing or any
other means after the vehicle has been marked as abandoned by an official
of a governmental agency that is a member of the service authority. .

(g) A service authority shall cease to exist on the date that all revenues
received by the authority pursuant to this section and Section 9250.7 have
been expended.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 819, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 272, Stats. 1997. Effective August 15, 1997. 
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 175, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 500, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material.

Abandoned Vehicles: Transport to Penal Institutions
22711. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the California

Highway Patrol, any city, county, or city and county which has an abandoned
vehicle abatement program, and any service authority established under
Section 22710, upon satisfying all applicable reporting requirements
provided in this chapter, may, with the consent of the Director of Corrections,
transport any abandoned vehicle to, and dispose of any abandoned vehicle at,
any institution under the jurisdiction of the director which has a program
established pursuant to Section 2813.5 of the Penal Code.

Added Ch. 1157, Stats. 1991. Effective January 1, 1992.

Article 2. Vehicle Disposition
(Amended and renumbered, Ch. 1111, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.)

Storage of Vehicle
22850. Whenever an officer or employee removes a vehicle from a

highway, or from public or private property, unless otherwise provided, he
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shall take the vehicle to the nearest garage or other place of safety or to a
garage designated or maintained by the governmental agency of which the
officer or employee is a member, where the vehicle shall be placed in storage.

At the time of such removal, the officer or employee shall determine the
amount of mileage on the vehicle.

Amended Ch. 239, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Vehicle Removal: Release to Owner
22850.3. (a) A vehicle placed in storage pursuant to Section 22850 shall

be released to the owner or person in control of the vehicle only if the owner
or person furnishes, to the law enforcement agency or employee who placed
the vehicle in storage, satisfactory proof of current vehicle registration. The
agency which caused the vehicle to be stored may, in its discretion, issue a
notice to appear for the registration violation, if the two days immediately
following the day of impoundment are weekend days or holidays. 

(b) At every storage facility there shall be posted in a conspicuous place a
notice to the effect that a vehicle placed in storage pursuant to Section 22850
may be released only on proof of current registration or, at the discretion of
the impounding agency, upon the issuance of a notice to appear for the
registration violation by the local agency which caused the vehicle to be
stored, specifying the name and telephone number of that local agency. 

Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.

Administrative Costs: Vehicle Impound
22850.5. (a) A city, county, or city and county, or a state agency may

adopt a regulation, ordinance, or resolution establishing procedures for the
release of properly impounded vehicles and for the imposition of a charge
equal to its administrative costs relating to the removal, impound, storage,
or release of the vehicles. Those administrative costs may be waived by the
local or state authority upon verifiable proof that the vehicle was reported
stolen at the time the vehicle was removed.

(b) The following apply to any charges imposed for administrative costs
pursuant to subdivision (a):

(1) The charges shall only be imposed on the registered owner or the
agents of that owner and shall not include any vehicle towed under an
abatement program or sold at a lien sale pursuant to Sections 3068.1 to 3074,
inclusive, of, and Section 22851 of, the Civil Code unless the sale is sufficient
in amount to pay the lienholder’s total charges and proper administrative
costs.

(2) Any charges shall be collected by the local or state authority only from
the registered owner or an agent of the registered owner.

(3) The charges shall be in addition to any other charges authorized or
imposed pursuant to this code.

(4) No charge may be imposed for any hearing or appeal relating to the
removal, impound, storage, or release of a vehicle unless that hearing or
appeal was requested in writing by the registered or legal owner of the
vehicle or an agent of that registered or legal owner. In addition, the charge
may be imposed only upon the person requesting that hearing or appeal.

No administrative costs authorized under subdivision (a) shall be charged
to the legal owner who redeems the vehicle unless the legal owner
voluntarily requests a poststorage hearing. No city, county, city and county,
or state agency shall require a legal owner or a legal owner’s agent to request
a poststorage hearing as a requirement for release of the vehicle to the legal
owner or the legal owner’s agent. The impounding agency shall not require
the legal owner or the legal owner’s agent to produce any documents other
than those specified in paragraph (3) of subdivision (f) of Section 14602.6 or
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paragraph (3) of subdivision (e) of Section 14602.7. The impounding
agency shall not require any documents to be notarized.

Added Ch. 614, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 13, Ch. 1142, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.
Amended Sec. 5.5, Ch. 1156, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 169, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 15, Ch. 456, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 554, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 9, Ch. 402, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material.

Lien on Stored Vehicle
22851. (a) (1) Whenever a vehicle has been removed to a garage under

this chapter and the keeper of the garage has received the notice or notices
as provided herein, the keeper shall have a lien dependent upon possession
for his or her compensation for towage and for caring for and keeping safe the
vehicle for a period not exceeding 60 days or, if an application for an
authorization to conduct a lien sale has been filed pursuant to Section 3068.1
of the Civil Code within 30 days after the removal of the vehicle to the garage,
120 days and, if the vehicle is not recovered by the owner within that period
or the owner is unknown, the keeper of the garage may satisfy his or her lien
in the manner prescribed in this article. The lien shall not be assigned.
Possession of the vehicle is deemed to arise when a vehicle is removed and is
in transit, or when vehicle recovery operations or load salvage operations
that have been requested by a law enforcement agency have begun at the
scene.

(2) Whenever a vehicle owner returns to a vehicle that is in possession of
a towing company prior to the removal of the vehicle, the owner may regain
possession of the vehicle from the towing company if the owner pays the
towing company the towing charges.

(b) No lien shall attach to any personal property in or on the vehicle. The
personal property in or on the vehicle shall be given to the current registered
owner or the owner’s authorized agent upon demand and without charge
during normal business hours. Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
normal business hours are Monday to Friday, inclusive, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
inclusive, except state holidays. A gate fee may be charged for returning
property after normal business hours, weekends, and state holidays. The
maximum hourly charge for nonbusiness hours releases shall be one-half the
hourly tow rate charged for initially towing the vehicle, or less. The
lienholder is not responsible for property after any vehicle has been disposed
of pursuant to this chapter.

Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 404, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 127, Stats. 2001. Effective July 30, 2001. 

Lien: Outstanding Parking Penalties
22851.1. (a) If the vehicle is impounded pursuant to subdivision (i) of

Section 22651 and not released as provided in that subdivision, the vehicle
may be sold pursuant to this chapter to satisfy the liens specified in Section
22851 and in subdivision (b) of this section.

(b) A local authority impounding a vehicle pursuant to subdivision (i) of
Section 22651 shall have a lien dependent upon possession by the keeper of
the garage for satisfaction of bail for all outstanding notices of parking
violation issued by the local authority for the vehicle, when the conditions
specified in subdivision (c) have been met. This lien shall be subordinate in
priority to the lien established by Section 22851, and the proceeds of any sale
shall be applied accordingly. Consistent with this order of priority, the term
“lien,” as used in this Articleand in Chapter 6.5 (commencing with Section
3067) of Title 14 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code, includes a lien
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imposed by this subdivision. In any action brought to perfect the lien, where
required by subdivision (d) of Section 22851.8 of this code, or by subdivision
(d) of Section 3071 or subdivision (d) of Section 3072 of the Civil Code, it shall
be a defense to the recovery of bail that the owner of the vehicle at the time
of impoundment was not the owner of the vehicle at the time of the parking
offense.

(c) A lien shall exist for bail with respect to parking violations for which
no person has answered the charge in the notice of parking violation given,
or filed an affidavit of nonownership pursuant to and within the time
specified in subdivision (b) of Section 41103.

Amended Sec. 129, Ch. 124, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Disposition of Low-Valued Vehicles Removed for Reasons Other than 
Abandonment

22851.2. (a) Excepting a vehicle removed pursuant to Section 22669, if
the vehicle is determined to have a value not exceeding three hundred dollars
($300) pursuant to Section 22670, the public agency which removed the
vehicle shall do all of the following:

(1) Within 48 hours after removal of the vehicle, notify the Stolen Vehicle
System of the Department of Justice in Sacramento of the removal.

(2) Prepare and give to the lienholder a report which includes all of the
following:

(A) The value of the vehicle estimated pursuant to Section 22670.
(B) The identification of the estimator.
(C) The location of the vehicle.
(D) A description of the vehicle, including the make, year model,

identification number, license number, state of registration, and, if a
motorcycle, an engine number.

(E) The statutory authority for storage.
(b) If the vehicle is in such condition that there is no means of

determining ownership, the public agency which removed the vehicle may
give authorization to dispose of the vehicle. If no authorization for disposal is
issued, a vehicle identification number shall be assigned prior to
commencing the lien sale proceedings.

Amended Ch. 1091, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988. Supersedes Ch. 530.

Disposition of Abandoned Low-Valued Vehicles
22851.3. Whenever a peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5

(commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, or any
other employee of a public agency authorized pursuant to Section 22669,
removes, or causes the removal of, a vehicle pursuant to Section 22669 and
the public agency or, at the request of the public agency, the lienholder
determines the estimated value of the vehicle is three hundred dollars ($300)
or less, the public agency which removed, or caused the removal of, the
vehicle shall cause the disposal of the vehicle under this section, subject to
all of the following requirements:

(a) Not less than 72 hours before the vehicle is removed, the peace officer
or the authorized public employee has securely attached to the vehicle a
distinctive notice which states that the vehicle will be removed by the public
agency. This subdivision does not apply to abandoned vehicles removed
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 22669 which are determined by the
public agency to have an estimated value of one hundred dollars ($l00) or
less.

(b) Immediately after removal of the vehicle, the public agency which
removed, or caused the removal of, the vehicle shall notify the Stolen Vehicle
System of the Department of Justice in Sacramento of the removal.
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(c) The public agency which removed, or caused the removal of, the
vehicle or, at the request of the public agency, the lienholder shall obtain a
copy of the names and addresses of all persons having an interest in the
vehicle, if any, from the Department of Motor Vehicles either directly or by
use of the California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System. This
subdivision does not require the public agency or lienholder to obtain a copy
of the actual record on file at the Department of Motor Vehicles.

(d) Within 48 hours of the removal, excluding weekends and holidays, the
public agency which removed, or caused the removal of, the vehicle or, at the
request of the public agency, the lienholder shall send a notice to the
registered and legal owners at their addresses of record with the Department
of Motor Vehicles, and to any other person known to have an interest in the
vehicle. A notice sent by the public agency shall be sent by certified or first-
class mail, and a notice sent by the lienholder shall be sent by certified mail.
The notice shall include all of the following information:

(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the public agency
providing the notice.

(2) The location of the place of storage and description of the vehicle
which shall include, if available, the vehicle make, license plate number,
vehicle identification number, and mileage.

(3) The authority and purpose for the removal of the vehicle.
(4) A statement that the vehicle will be disposed of 15 days from the date

of the notice.
(5) A statement that the owners and interested persons, or their agents,

have the opportunity for a poststorage hearing before the public agency
which removed, or caused the removal of, the vehicle to determine the
validity of the storage if a request for a hearing is made in person, in writing,
or by telephone within 10 days from the date of notice; that, if the owner or
interested person, or his or her agent, disagrees with the decision of the
public agency, the decision may be reviewed pursuant to Section 11523 of the
Government Code; and that during the time of the initial hearing, or during
the time the decision is being reviewed pursuant to Section 11523 of the
Government Code, the vehicle in question shall not be disposed of.

(e) (1) Any requested hearings shall be conducted within 48 hours of the
request, excluding weekends and holidays. The public agency which removed
the vehicle may authorize its own officers to conduct the hearing if the
hearing officer is not the same person who directed the storage of the vehicle.

(2) Failure of either the registered or legal owner or interested person, or
his or her agent, to request or to attend a scheduled hearing shall satisfy the
poststorage validity hearing requirement of this section.

(f) The public agency employing the person, or utilizing the services of a
contractor or franchiser pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 22669, which
removed, or caused the removal of, the vehicle and which directed any towing
or storage, shall be responsible for the costs incurred for towing and storage
if it is determined in the hearing that reasonable grounds to believe that the
vehicle was abandoned are not established.

(g) No authorization for disposal may be issued by the public agency
which removed, or caused the removal of, the vehicle to a lienholder who is
storing the vehicle prior to the conclusion of a requested poststorage hearing
or any judicial review of that hearing.

(h) If, after 15 days from the notification date, the vehicle remains
unclaimed and the towing and storage fees have not been paid, and if no
request for a poststorage hearing was requested or a poststorage hearing was
not attended, the public agency which removed, or caused the removal of, the
vehicle shall provide to the lienholder who is storing the vehicle, on a form
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approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles, authorization to dispose of
the vehicle. The lienholder may request the public agency to provide the
authorization to dispose of the vehicle.

(i) If the vehicle is claimed by the owner or his or her agent within 15 days
of the notice date, the lienholder who is storing the vehicle may collect
reasonable fees for services rendered, but may not collect lien sale fees as
provided in Section 22851.12.

(j) Disposal of the vehicle by the lienholder who is storing the vehicle may
only be to a licensed dismantler or scrap iron processor. A copy of the public
agency’s authorization for disposal shall be forwarded to the licensed
dismantler within five days of disposal to a licensed dismantler. A copy of the
public agency’s authorization for disposal shall be retained by the lienholder
who stored the vehicle for a period of 90 days if the vehicle is disposed of to a
scrap iron processor.

(k) If the names and addresses of the registered and legal owners of the
vehicle are not available from the records of the Department of Motor
Vehicles, either directly or by use of the California Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System, the public agency may issue to the lienholder
who stored the vehicle an authorization for disposal at any time after the
removal.

The lienholder may request the public agency to issue an authorization for
disposal after the lienholder ascertains that the names and addresses of the
registered and legal owners of the vehicle are not available from the records
of the Department of Motor Vehicles either directly or by use of the California
Law Enforcement Telecommunications System.

(l) A vehicle disposed of pursuant to this section shall not be
reconstructed or made operable, unless it is a vehicle which qualifies for
either horseless carriage license plates or historical vehicle license plates,
pursuant to Section 5004, in which case the vehicle may be reconstructed or
made operable.

Added Ch. 1133, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988. Supersedes Ch. 530 and Ch. 1091.

Lien: Higher Value Vehicle
22851.4. If the vehicle is determined to have a value exceeding three

hundred dollars ($300) pursuant to Section 22670, the lien shall be satisfied
pursuant to Sections 3067 to 3075, inclusive, of the Civil Code.

Amended Ch. 1091, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Lien: Low Value Vehicle
22851.6. (a) Lienholders who acquire a vehicle subject to Section

22851.2 shall satisfy their lien pursuant to Sections 22851.8 and 22851.10 if
the vehicle has a value not exceeding three hundred dollars ($300) as
determined pursuant to Section 22670.

(b) All forms required by Sections 22851.8 and 22851.10 shall be
prescribed by the Department of Motor Vehicles. The language used in the
notices and declarations shall be simple and nontechnical.

Amended Ch. 1091, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988. Supersedes Ch. 530.

Notice by Lienholder: Low Value Vehicle
22851.8. (a) The lienholder shall, within 15 working days following the

date of possession of the vehicle, make a request to the Department of Motor
Vehicles for the names and addresses of all persons having an interest in the
vehicle. No storage charge shall accrue beyond the 15-day period unless the
lienholder has made a request to the Department of Motor Vehicles as
provided for in this section.

(b) By certified mail with return receipt requested or by United States
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Postal Service Certificate of Mailing, the lienholder shall immediately, upon
receipt of this information, send the following prescribed forms and
enclosures to the registered owner and legal owner at their addresses of
record with the Department of Motor Vehicles, and to any other person
known to have an interest in the vehicle:

(1) A completed form entitled “Notice of Intent to Dispose of a Vehicle
Valued at $300 or Less”.

(2) A blank form entitled “Declaration of Opposition”.
(3) A return envelope preaddressed to the lienholder.
(c) All notices to persons having an interest in the vehicle shall be signed

under penalty of perjury and shall include all of the following:
(1) A description of the vehicle, including make, year, model,

identification number, license number, and state of registration. For
motorcycles, the engine number shall also be included.

(2) The names and addresses of the registered and legal owners of the
vehicle and any other person known to have an interest in the vehicle.

(3) The following statements and information:
(A) The amount of the lien.
(B) The facts concerning the claim which gives rise to the lien.
(C) The person has a right to a hearing in court.
(D) If a hearing in court is desired, a Declaration of Opposition form shall

be signed under penalty of perjury and returned to the lienholder within 10
days of the date the notice form specified in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b)
was mailed.

(E) If the Declaration of Opposition form is signed and mailed, the
lienholder shall be allowed to dispose of the vehicle only if the lienholder
obtains a court judgment or a subsequent release from the declarant or if the
declarant cannot be served as described in subdivision (e).

(F) If a court action is filed, the declarant shall be notified of the lawsuit
at the address shown on the Declaration of Opposition form, and the
declarant may appear to contest the claim.

(G) The declarant may be liable for court costs if a judgment is entered in
favor of the lienholder.

(4) A statement that the lienholder may dispose of the vehicle to a
licensed dismantler or scrap iron processor if it is not redeemed or if a
Declaration of Opposition form is not signed and mailed to the lienholder
within 10 days of the date the notice form specified in paragraph (1) of
subdivision (b) was mailed.

(d) If the lienholder receives a completed Declaration of Opposition form
within the time prescribed, the vehicle shall not be disposed of unless the
lienholder files an action in court within 20 days of the date the notice form
specified in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) was mailed and a judgment is
subsequently entered in favor of the lienholder or unless the declarant
subsequently releases his or her interest in the vehicle. If a money judgment
is entered in favor of the lienholder and the judgment is not paid within five
days after becoming final, then the lienholder may dispose of the vehicle
through a dismantler or scrap iron processor.

(e) Service on the declarant in person or by certified mail, with return
receipt requested, signed by the addressee at the address shown on the
Declaration of Opposition form, shall be effective for the serving of process.
If the lienholder has served the declarant by certified mail at the address
shown on the Declaration of Opposition form and the mail has been returned
unclaimed, or if the lienholder has attempted to effect service on the
declarant in person with a marshal, sheriff, or licensed process server and
the marshal, sheriff, or licensed process server has been unable to effect
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service on the declarant, the lienholder may proceed with the judicial
proceeding or proceed with the lien sale without a judicial proceeding. The
lienholder shall notify the Department of Motor Vehicles of the inability to
effect service on the declarant and shall provide the Department of Motor
Vehicles with a copy of the documents with which service on the declarant
was attempted. Upon receipt of the notification of unsuccessful service, the
Department of Motor Vehicles shall send authorization of the sale to the
lienholder and send notification of the authorization to the declarant. If
service is effected on the declarant, the proof of service shall be submitted to
the Department of Motor Vehicles with the documents specified in Section
22851.10.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 676, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Disposal of Vehicle to Dismantler or Scrap Iron Processor
22851.10. (a) Any vehicle determined to have a value not exceeding

three hundred dollars ($300) pursuant to Section 22670 which was stored
pursuant to this chapter, and which remains unclaimed, or for which
reasonable towing and storage charges remain unpaid, shall be disposed of
only to a licensed dismantler or scrap iron processor not earlier than 15 days
after the date the Notice of Intent to Dispose of a Vehicle Valued at $300 or
Less form required pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 22851.8 was
mailed, unless a Declaration of Opposition form has been signed and
returned to the lienholder.

(b) If the vehicle has been disposed of to a licensed dismantler or scrap
iron processor, the lienholder shall forward the following forms and
information to the licensed dismantler or scrap iron processor within five
days:

(1) A statement, signed under penalty of perjury, that a properly executed
Declaration of Opposition form was not received.

(2) A copy of the notice sent to all interested parties.
(3) A certification from the public agency which made the determination

of value pursuant to Section 22670.
(4) The proof of service pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 22851.8 or

a copy of the court judgment, if any in favor of the lienholder entered
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 22851.8.

(5) The name, address, and telephone number of the licensed dismantler
or scrap iron processor who received the vehicle.

(6) The amount the lienholder received for the vehicle.
(c) A vehicle disposed of pursuant to this section shall not be

reconstructed or made operable, unless it is a vehicle which qualifies for
either horseless carriage license plates or historical vehicle license plates,
pursuant to Section 5004, in which case the vehicle may be reconstructed or
made operable.

Amended Ch. 1284, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Lien-Sale Preparation Costs: Recovery
22851.12. The lienholder may charge a fee for lien-sale preparations not

to exceed seventy dollars ($70) in the case of a vehicle having a value
determined to be four thousand dollars ($4,000) or less and not to exceed one
hundred dollars ($100) in the case of a vehicle having a value determined to
be greater than four thousand dollars ($4,000), from any person who redeems
the vehicle prior to disposal or is sold through a lien sale pursuant to this
chapter. These charges may commence and become part of the possessory
lien when the lienholder requests the names and addresses of all persons
having an interest in the vehicle from the department. Not more than 50
percent of the allowable fee may be charged until the lien sale notifications
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are mailed to all interested parties and the lienholder or the registration
service agent has possession of the required lien processing documents. This
charge shall not be made in the case of any vehicle redeemed prior to 72
hours from the initial storage.

Repealed Sec. 7 and Added Sec. 8, Ch. 404, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 676, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 203, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Notice to Owner
22852. (a) Whenever an authorized member of a public agency directs

the storage of a vehicle, as permitted by this chapter, or upon the storage of
any vehicle as permitted herein (except as provided in subdivision (f) or (g)),
the agency or person directing the storage shall provide the vehicle’s
registered and legal owners of record, or their agents, with the opportunity
for a poststorage hearing to determine the validity of the storage.

(b) A notice of the storage shall be mailed or personally delivered to the
registered and legal owners within 48 hours, excluding weekends and
holidays, and shall include all of the following information:

(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the agency providing the
notice.

(2) The location of the place of storage and description of the vehicle,
which shall include, if available, the name or make, the manufacturer, the
license plate number, and the mileage.

(3) The authority and purpose for the removal of the vehicle.
(4) A statement that, in order to receive their poststorage hearing, the

owners, or their agents, shall request the hearing in person, writing, or by
telephone within 10 days of the date appearing on the notice.

(c) The poststorage hearing shall be conducted within 48 hours of the
request, excluding weekends and holidays. The public agency may authorize
its own officer or employee to conduct the hearing if the hearing officer is not
the same person who directed the storage of the vehicle.

(d) Failure of either the registered or legal owner, or his or her agent, to
request or to attend a scheduled hearing shall satisfy the poststorage hearing
requirement.

(e) The agency employing the person who directed the storage shall be
responsible for the costs incurred for towing and storage if it is determined
in the poststorage hearing that reasonable grounds for the storage are not
established.

(f) This section does not apply to vehicles abated under the Abandoned
Vehicle Abatement Program pursuant to Sections 22660 to 22668, inclusive,
and Section 22710, or to vehicles impounded for investigation pursuant to
Section 22655, or to vehicles removed from private property pursuant to
Section 22658.

(g) This section does not apply to abandoned vehicles removed pursuant
to Section 22669 which are determined by the public agency to have an
estimated value of three hundred dollars ($300) or less.

Amended Ch. 1091, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988. Supersedes Ch. 530.

Loss of Possessory Lien
22852.5. (a) Whenever the possessory lien upon any vehicle is lost

through trick, fraud, or device, the repossession of the vehicle by the
lienholder revives the possessory lien, but any lien so revived is subordinate
to any right, title, or interest of any person under any sale, transfer,
encumbrance, lien, or other interest acquired or secured in good faith and for
value between the time of the loss of possession and the time of repossession.

(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person to obtain possession of any vehicle
or any part thereof subject to a lien pursuant to the provisions of this chapter
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by trick, fraud, or device.
(c) It is a misdemeanor for any person claiming a lien on a vehicle to

knowingly violate any provision of this chapter.
Added Ch. 1111, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Notice to Department of Justice
22853. (a) Whenever an officer or an employee removing a California

registered vehicle from a highway or from public property for storage under
this chapter does not know and is not able to ascertain the name of the owner
or for any other reason is unable to give notice to the owner as required by
Section 22852, the officer or employee shall immediately notify, or cause to
be notified, the Department of Justice, Stolen Vehicle System, of its removal.
The officer or employee shall file a notice with the proprietor of any public
garage in which the vehicle may be stored. The notice shall include a
complete description of the vehicle, the date, time, and place from which
removed, the amount of mileage on the vehicle at the time of removal, and
the name of the garage or place where the vehicle is stored.

(b) Whenever an officer or an employee removing a vehicle not registered
in California from a highway or from public property for storage under this
chapter does not know and is not able to ascertain the owner or for any other
reason is unable to give the notice to the owner as required by Section 22852,
the officer or employee shall immediately notify, or cause to be notified, the
Department of Justice, Stolen Vehicle System. If the vehicle is not returned
to the owner within 120 hours, the officer or employee shall immediately
send, or cause to be sent, a written report of the removal by mail to the
Department of Justice at Sacramento and shall file a copy of the notice with
the proprietor of any public garage in which the vehicle may be stored. The
report shall be made on a form furnished by that department and shall
include a complete description of the vehicle, the date, time, and place from
which the vehicle was removed, the amount of mileage on the vehicle at the
time of removal, the grounds for removal, and the name of the garage or place
where the vehicle is stored.

(c) Whenever an officer or employee or private party removing a vehicle
from private property for storage under this chapter does not know and is not
able to ascertain the name of the owner or for any other reason is unable to
give the notice to the owner as required by Section 22852 and if the vehicle
is not returned to the owner within a period of 120 hours, the officer or
employee or private party shall immediately send, or cause to be sent, a
written report of the removal by mail to the Department of Justice at
Sacramento and shall file a copy of the notice with the proprietor of any
public garage in which the vehicle may be stored. The report shall be made
on a form furnished by that department and shall include a complete
description of the vehicle, the date, time, and place from which the vehicle
was removed, the amount of mileage on the vehicle at the time of removal,
the grounds for removal, and the name of the garage or place where the
vehicle is stored.

Repealed and Added, Ch. 913, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Notice to Owner
22854. The Department of Justice upon receiving notice under Section

22853 of the removal of a vehicle from a highway, or from public or private
property, shall notify the registered and legal owner in writing at the
addresses of such persons as shown by the records of the Department of
Motor Vehicles, if the vehicle is registered in this state, of the removal of such
vehicle, and give the name of the officer reporting such removal, the grounds
upon which the removal was authorized and the location of the vehicle. If the
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vehicle is not registered in this state, the department shall make reasonable
effort to notify the legal or registered owner of the removal and location of the
vehicle. The notice to the registered or legal owner shall list the amount of
mileage on the vehicle at the time of removal.

Amended Ch. 239, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.

Appraisers
22855. The following persons shall have the authority to make

appraisals of the value of vehicles for purposes of this chapter, subject to the
conditions stated in this chapter:

(a) Any peace officer of the Department of the California Highway Patrol
designated by the commissioner.

(b) Any regularly employed and salaried deputy sheriff or other employee
designated by the sheriff of any county.

(c) Any regularly employed and salaried police officer or other employee
designated by the chief of police of any city.

(d) Any officer or employee of the Department of Motor Vehicles
designated by the director of that department. (e) Any regularly employed
and salaried police officer or other employee of the University of California
Police Department designated by the chief of the department. (f) Any
regularly salaried employee of a city, county, or city and county designated
by a board of supervisors or a city council pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 22669. (g) Any regularly employed and salaried police officer or
other employee of the police department of a California State University
designated by the chief thereof. (h) Any regularly employed and salaried
security officer or other employee of a transit district security force
designated by the chief thereof. (i) Any regularly employed and salaried
peace officer or other employee of the Department of Parks and Recreation
designated by the director of that department.

Amended Sec. 71, Ch. 305, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Lien Sales: Liability Exclusion
22856. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no cause of action

for despoliation of evidence shall arise against any towing company that sells
any vehicle at, or disposes of any vehicle after, a lien sale, unless the
company knew, or should have known, that the vehicle will be needed as
evidence in a legal action.

Added Ch. 457, Stats. 1989. Effective January 1, 1990.

CHAPTER 11. PARKING LOTS

Offstreet Parking Facilities: Regulation by City of Los Angeles
22950. Any city having a population of over 2,000,000 inhabitants shall

regulate offstreet parking facilities within its jurisdiction in a manner not
inconsistent with any provisions of this chapter.

Repealed and added Ch. 802, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.

Street and Alley Parking
22951. No operator of any offstreet parking facility shall park the

vehicle of a patron of the facility in any street or alley.
Repealed and added Ch. 1041, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965. Supersedes Ch. 66.

Towing or Removal: Violations
22952. Every person engaged in the operation of offstreet parking

facilities is guilty of a violation, who:
(a) Tows or removes or authorizes the towing and removal of any vehicle

within 24 hours of the expiration of the period for which a particular fee is
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charged. This subdivision shall not affect or limit any parking lot operator
from charging parking fees in accordance with his posted schedule for the
additional time such vehicle is parked.

(b) Tows or removes or authorizes the towing and removal of any vehicle
when such parking facilities are held open for public use and there was no
attendant on duty or other facilities permitting the patron to pay or remit the
parking charges at the time such vehicle was first parked. This subdivision
shall not affect or limit any parking lot operator from charging parking fees
in accordance with his posted schedule for the time such vehicle is parked.

Amended Ch. 1192, Stats. 1968. Operative January 1, 1969.

Removal Prohibited
22953. (a) Every owner or person in lawful possession of any private

property which is held open to the public, or a discernible portion thereof, for
parking of vehicles at no fee, shall not tow or remove, or cause the towing or
removal, of any vehicle within one hour of the vehicle being parked.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a vehicle may be removed
immediately after being illegally parked within 15 feet of a fire hydrant, in a
fire lane, or in a parking space or stall legally designated for disabled
persons.

(c) Subdivision (a) does not apply to property designated for parking at an
apartment complex, or to property designated for parking at a hotel or motel
where the parking stalls or spaces are clearly marked for a specific room.

Added Ch. 1335, Stats. 1985. Effective January 1, 1986.

CHAPTER 12. PUBLIC OFFENSES

Article 1. Driving Offenses
(Added Ch. 940, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.)

Application of Chapter
23100. The provisions of this chapter apply to vehicles upon the

highways and elsewhere throughout the State unless expressly provided
otherwise.

Reckless Driving
23103. (a) Any person who drives any vehicle upon a highway in willful

or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless
driving.

(b) Any person who drives any vehicle in any offstreet parking facility, as
defined in subdivision  (c) of Section 12500, in willful or wanton disregard for
the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless driving.

(c) Persons convicted of the offense of reckless driving shall be punished
by imprisonment in  a county jail for not less than five days nor more than 90
days or by a fine of not less than one hundred forty-five dollars ($145) nor
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that fine and
imprisonment, except as provided in Section 23104.

Amended Sec. 19, Ch. 739, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Guilty Plea to Lesser Charge
23103.5. (a) When the prosecution agrees to a plea of guilty or nolo

contendere to a charge of a violation of Section 23103 in satisfaction of, or as
a substitute for, an original charge of a violation of Section 23152, the
prosecution shall state for the record a factual basis for the satisfaction or
substitution, including whether or not there had been consumption of any
alcoholic beverage or ingestion or administration of any drug, or both, by the
defendant in connection with the offense. The statement shall set forth the
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facts that show whether or not there was a consumption of any alcoholic
beverage or the ingestion or administration of any drug by the defendant in
connection with the offense.

(b) The court shall advise the defendant, prior to the acceptance of the
plea offered pursuant to a factual statement pursuant to subdivision (a), of
the consequences of a conviction of a violation of Section 23103 as set forth
in subdivision (c).

(c) If the court accepts the defendant’s plea of guilty or nolo contendere to
a charge of a violation of Section 23103 and the prosecutor’s statement under
subdivision (a) states that there was consumption of any alcoholic beverage
or the ingestion or administration of any drugs by the defendant in
connection with the offense, the resulting conviction shall be a prior offense
for the purposes of Section 23540, 23546, 23550, 23560, 23566, or 23622, as
specified in those sections.

(d) The court shall notify the Department of Motor Vehicles of each
conviction of Section 23103 that is required under this section to be a prior
offense for purposes of Section 23540, 23546, 23550, 23560, 23566, or 23622.

(e) If the court places the defendant on probation for a conviction of
Section 23103 that is required under this section to be a prior offense for
purposes of Section 23540, 23546, 23550, 23560, 23566, or 23622, the court
shall order the defendant to enroll in an alcohol and drug education program
licensed under Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 11836) of Part 2 of
Division 10.5 of the Health and Safety Code and complete, at a minimum, the
educational component of that program, as a condition of probation. If
compelling circumstances exist that mitigate against including the education
component in the order, the court may make an affirmative finding to that
effect. The court shall state the compelling circumstances and the
affirmative finding on the record, and may, in these cases, exclude the
educational component from the order.

(f) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall include in its annual report to
the Legislature under Section 1821 an evaluation of the effectiveness of the
program described in subdivision (e) as to treating persons convicted of
violating Section 23103. 

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 487, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999. Su-
persedes Ch. 118.

Reckless Driving: Bodily Injury
23104. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), whenever reckless

driving of a vehicle proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than
the driver, the person driving the vehicle shall, upon conviction thereof, be
punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 30 days nor
more than six months or by a fine of not less than two hundred twenty dollars
($220) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both the fine and
imprisonment.

(b) Any person convicted of reckless driving which proximately causes
great bodily injury, as defined in Section 12022.7 of the Penal Code, to any
person other than the driver, who previously has been convicted of a violation
of Section 23103, 23104, 23109, 23152, or 23153, shall be punished by
imprisonment in the state prison, by imprisonment in the county jail for not
less than 30 days nor more than six months or by a fine of not less than two
hundred twenty dollars ($220) nor more than one thousand dollars ($1,000)
or by both the fine and imprisonment.

Amended Ch. 216, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Speed Contests
23109. (a) No person shall engage in any motor vehicle speed contest on



§23109 —760— Div. 11
a highway. As used in this section, a motor vehicle speed contest includes a
motor vehicle race against another vehicle, a clock, or other timing device.
For purposes of this section, an event in which the time to cover a prescribed
route of more than 20 miles is measured, but where the vehicle does not
exceed the speed limits, is not a speed contest.

(b) No person shall aid or abet in any motor vehicle speed contest on any
highway.

(c) No person shall engage in any motor vehicle exhibition of speed on a
highway, and no person shall aid or abet in any motor vehicle exhibition of
speed on any highway.

(d) No person shall for the purpose of facilitating or aiding or as an
incident to any motor vehicle speed contest or exhibition upon a highway in
any manner obstruct or place any barricade or obstruction or assist or
participate in placing any barricade or obstruction upon any highway.

(e) Any person convicted of a violation of subdivision (a) shall be punished
by imprisonment in the county jail for not less than 24 hours nor more than
90 days or by a fine of not less than three hundred fifty-five dollars ($355) nor
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or both that fine and imprisonment.
The person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall be subject to
suspension as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 13352. The person’s
privilege to operate a motor vehicle may be restricted for 90 days to six
months to necessary travel to and from that person’s place of employment
and, if driving a motor vehicle is necessary to perform the duties of the
person’s employment, restricted to driving in that person’s scope of
employment. This subdivision does not interfere with the court’s power to
grant probation in a suitable case.

(f) Any person convicted of a violation of subdivision (a) for an offense
which occurred within five years of the date of a prior offense which resulted
in a conviction of a violation of subdivision (a) shall be punished by
imprisonment in the county jail for not less than four days nor more than six
months and by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars ($500) nor more
than one thousand dollars ($1,000). Additionally, the Department of Motor
Vehicles shall either suspend the person’s privilege to operate a motor
vehicle, as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 13352, or the person’s
privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall be restricted for six months to
necessary travel to and from that person’s place of employment and, if
driving a motor vehicle is necessary to perform the duties of the person’s
employment, restricted to driving in that person’s scope of employment. This
subdivision does not interfere with the court’s power to grant probation in a
suitable case.

(g) If the court grants probation to any person punishable under
subdivision (f), in addition to the provisions of subdivision (f) and any other
terms and conditions imposed by the court, which may include a fine, the
court shall impose as a condition of probation that the person be confined in
the county jail for not less than 48 hours nor more than six months. The
person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle shall also be suspended by the
Department of Motor Vehicles pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 13352
or shall be restricted pursuant to subdivision (f).

(h) If any person is convicted of a violation of subdivision (a) and the
vehicle used in the violation is registered to that person, the vehicle may be
impounded at the registered owner’s expense for not less than one day nor
more than 30 days.

(i) Any person who violates subdivision (b), (c), or (d) of this section shall
upon conviction thereof be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for
not more than 90 days or by fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500)



Div. 11 —761— §23109.2
or by both that fine and imprisonment.
(j) If a person’s privilege to operate a motor vehicle is restricted by a court

pursuant to this section, the court shall clearly mark the restriction and the
dates of the restriction on that person’s driver’s license and promptly notify
the Department of Motor Vehicles of the terms of the restriction in a manner
prescribed by the department. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall place
that restriction in the person’s records in the Department of Motor Vehicles
and enter the restriction on any license subsequently issued by the
Department of Motor Vehicles to that person during the period of the
restriction.

(k) The court may order that any person convicted under this section, who
is to be punished by imprisonment in the county jail, be imprisoned on days
other than days of regular employment of the person, as determined by the
court.

(l) This section shall be known and may be cited as the Louis Friend
Memorial Act.

Amended Ch. 216, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Vehicle Impoundment: Speed Contests
23109.2. (a) (1) Whenever a peace officer determines that a person was

engaged in ( ) 1 any of the activities set forth in paragraph (2), the peace
officer may immediately arrest and take into custody that person and may
cause the removal and seizure of the motor vehicle used in that contest in
accordance with Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650). A motor
vehicle so seized may be impounded for not more than 30 days.

(2) (A) A motor vehicle speed contest, as described in subdivision
(a) of Section 23109.

(B) Reckless driving on a highway, as described in subdivision (a)
of Section 23103.

(C) Reckless driving in any offstreet parking facility, as described
in subdivision (b) of Section 23103.

(D) Exhibition of speed on a highway, as described in subdivision
(c) of Section 23109.

(b) The registered and legal owner of a vehicle that is removed and seized
under subdivision (a) or their agents shall be provided the opportunity for a
storage hearing to determine the validity of the storage in accordance with
Section 22852.

(c) (1) Notwithstanding Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650) or
any other provision of law, an impounding agency shall release a motor
vehicle to the registered owner or his or her agent prior to the conclusion of
the impoundment period described in subdivision (a) under any of the
following circumstances:

(A) If the vehicle is a stolen vehicle.
(B) If the person alleged to have been engaged in the motor vehicle speed

contest, as described in subdivision (a), was not authorized by the registered
owner of the motor vehicle to operate the motor vehicle at the time of the
commission of the offense.

(C) If the registered owner of the vehicle was neither the driver nor
a passenger of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation
pursuant to subdivision (a), or was unaware that the driver was
using the vehicle to engage in any of the activities described in
subdivision (a).

(D) If the legal owner or registered owner of the vehicle is a rental car
agency. ( ) 2 

(E) If, prior to the conclusion of the impoundment period, a citation or
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notice is dismissed under Section 40500, criminal charges are not filed by the
district attorney because of a lack of evidence, or the charges are otherwise
dismissed by the court.

(2) A vehicle shall be released pursuant to this subdivision only if the
registered owner or his or her agent presents a currently valid driver’s
license to operate the vehicle and proof of current vehicle registration, or if
ordered by a court.

(3) If, pursuant to subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) a motor vehicle is
released prior to the conclusion of the impoundment period, neither the
person charged with a violation of subdivision (a) of Section 23109 nor the
registered owner of the motor vehicle is responsible for towing and storage
charges nor shall the motor vehicle be sold to satisfy those charges.

(d) A vehicle seized and removed under subdivision (a) shall be released
to the legal owner of the vehicle, or the legal owner’s agent, on or before the
30th day of impoundment if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The legal owner is a motor vehicle dealer, bank, credit union,
acceptance corporation, or other licensed financial institution legally
operating in this state, or is another person, not the registered owner,
holding a security interest in the vehicle.

(2) The legal owner or the legal owner’s agent pays all towing and storage
fees related to the impoundment of the vehicle. No lien sale processing fees
shall be charged to a legal owner who redeems the vehicle on or before the
15th day of impoundment.

(3) The legal owner or the legal owner’s agent presents foreclosure
documents or an affidavit of repossession for the vehicle.

(e) (1) The registered owner or his or her agent is responsible for all
towing and storage charges related to the impoundment, and any
administrative charges authorized under Section 22850.5.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), if the person convicted of engaging in
( ) 3 the activities set forth in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) was not
authorized by the registered owner of the motor vehicle to operate the motor
vehicle at the time of the commission of the offense, the court shall order the
convicted person to reimburse the registered owner for any towing and
storage charges related to the impoundment, and any administrative
charges authorized under Section 22850.5 incurred by the registered owner
to obtain possession of the vehicle, unless the court finds that the person
convicted does not have the ability to pay all or part of those charges.

(3) If the vehicle is a rental vehicle, the rental car agency may require the
person to whom the vehicle was rented to pay all towing and storage charges
related to the impoundment and any administrative charges authorized
under Section 22850.5 that were incurred by the rental car agency in
connection with obtaining possession of the vehicle.

(4) The owner shall not be liable for any towing and storage charges
related to the impoundment if acquittal or dismissal occurs.

(5) The vehicle shall not be sold prior to the defendant’s conviction.
(6) The impounding agency is responsible for the actual costs incurred by

the towing agency as a result of the impoundment should the registered
owner be absolved of liability for those charges pursuant to paragraph (3) of
subdivision (c) of Section 23109.2. Notwithstanding this provision, nothing
shall prohibit impounding agencies from making prior payment
arrangements to satisfy this requirement.

(f) Any period in which a vehicle is subjected to storage under this section
shall be included as part of the period of impoundment ordered by the court
under subdivision (h) of Section 23109.

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2007,
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and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, which
is enacted before January 1, 2007, deletes or extends that date.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 884, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 411, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “a motor vehicle speed contest, as described in subdivision (a) of Section 23109)”
2. “(D)”
3. “a motor vehicle speed contest”

NOTE: The preceding section becomes inoperative on January 1, 2007,
at which time the following section becomes operative.

23109.2. (a) Whenever a peace officer determines that a person
was engaged in a motor vehicle speed contest, as described in
subdivision (a) of Section 23109, the peace officer may immediately
arrest and take into custody that person and may cause the removal
and seizure of the motor vehicle used in that contest in accordance
with Chapter 10 (commencing with Section 22650). A motor vehicle so
seized may be impounded for not more than 30 days.

(b) The registered and legal owner of a vehicle that is removed and
seized under subdivision (a) or their agents shall be provided the
opportunity for a storage hearing to determine the validity of the
storage in accordance with Section 22852.

(c) (1) Notwithstanding Chapter 10 (commencing with Section
22650) or any other provision of law, an impounding agency shall
release a motor vehicle to the registered owner or his or her agent
prior to the conclusion of the impoundment period described in
subdivision (a) under any of the following circumstances:

Added Sec. 3, Ch. 411, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003. Operative January 1, 2007.

Speed Contests: Prior Convictions
23109.5. (a) In any case charging a violation of subdivision (a) of Section

23109 and where the offense occurs within five years of one or more prior
offenses which resulted in conviction of violation of subdivision (a) of Section
23109, the court shall not strike any prior conviction of those offenses for
purposes of sentencing in order to avoid imposing, as part of the sentence or
term of probation, the minimum time of imprisonment, as provided in
subdivision (f) of Section 23109, or for purposes of avoiding revocation,
suspension, or restriction of the privilege to operate a motor vehicle, as
provided in Section 13352 or 23109.

(b) In any case charging a violation of subdivision (a) of Section 23109, the
court shall obtain a copy of the driving record of the person charged from the
Department of Motor Vehicles and may obtain any records from the
Department of Justice or any other source to determine if one or more prior
convictions of the person for violation of subdivision (a) of Section 23109 have
occurred within five years of the charged offense.

Added Ch. 953, Stats. 1983. Effective January 1, 1984.

Throwing Substances at Vehicles
23110. (a) Any person who throws any substance at a vehicle or any

occupant thereof on a highway is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b) Any person who with intent to do great bodily injury maliciously and

wilfully throws or projects any rock, brick, bottle, metal or other missile, or
projects any other substance capable of doing serious bodily harm at such
vehicle or occupant thereof is guilty of a felony and upon conviction shall be
punished by imprisonment in the state prison.

Amended Ch. 1119, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977. Supersedes Ch. 1139.
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Throwing Substances on Highways or Adjoining Areas
23111. No person in any vehicle and no pedestrian shall throw or

discharge from or upon any road or highway or adjoining area, public or
private, any lighted or nonlighted cigarette, cigar, match, or any flaming or
glowing substance. This section shall be known as the Paul Buzzo Act.

Amended Ch. 1548, Stats. 1970. Effective November 23, 1970.

Throwing, Depositing, or Dumping Matter on Highway
23112. (a) No person shall throw or deposit, nor shall the registered

owner or the driver, if such owner is not then present in the vehicle, aid or
abet in the throwing or depositing upon any highway any bottle, can,
garbage, glass, nail, offal, paper, wire, any substance likely to injure or
damage traffic using the highway, or any noisome, nauseous, or offensive
matter of any kind.

(b) No person shall place, deposit or dump, or cause to be placed,
deposited or dumped, any rocks, refuse, garbage, or dirt in or upon any
highway, including any portion of the right-of-way thereof, without the
consent of the state or local agency having jurisdiction over the highway.

Amended Ch. 74, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Notification of Hazardous Spill
23112.5. (a) Any person who dumps, spills, or causes the release of

hazardous material, as defined by Section 353, or hazardous waste, as
defined by Section 25117 of the Health and Safety Code, upon any highway
shall notify the Department of the California Highway Patrol or the agency
having traffic jurisdiction for that highway of the dump, spill, or release, as
soon as the person has knowledge of the dump, spill, or release and
notification is possible. Upon receiving notification pursuant to this section,
the Department of the California Highway Patrol shall, as soon as possible,
notify the Office of Emergency Services of the dump, spill, or release, except
for petroleum spills of less than 42 gallons from vehicular fuel tanks.

(b) Any person who is convicted of a violation of this section shall be
punished by a mandatory fine of not less than two thousand dollars ($2,000).

Amended Ch. 1214, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Removal of Material From Highway
23113. (a) Any person who drops, dumps, deposits, places, or throws, or

causes or permits to be dropped, dumped, deposited, placed, or thrown, upon
any highway or street any material described in Section 23112 or in
subdivision (d) of Section 23114 shall immediately remove the material or
cause the material to be removed.

(b) If the person fails to comply with subdivision (a), the governmental
agency responsible for the maintenance of the street or highway on which the
material has been deposited may remove the material and collect, by civil
action, if necessary, the actual cost of the removal operation in addition to
any other damages authorized by law from the person made responsible
under subdivision (a).

(c) A member of the Department of the California Highway Patrol may
direct a responsible party to remove the aggregate material described in
subdivision (d) of Section 23114 from a highway when that material has
escaped or been released from a vehicle.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a government agency
described in subdivision (b), the Department of the California Highway
Patrol, or the employees or officers of those agencies, may not be held liable
for any damage to material, to cargo, or to personal property caused by a
negligent act or omission of the employee or officer when the employee or
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officer is acting within the scope and purpose of subdivision (b) or (c). Nothing
in this subdivision affects liability for purposes of establishing gross
negligence or willful misconduct. This subdivision applies to the negligent
performance of a ministerial act, and does not affect liability under any
provision of law, including liability, if any, derived from the failure to
preserve evidence in a civil or criminal action.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 421, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Spilling Loads on Highways
23114. (a) No vehicle shall be driven or moved on any highway unless

the vehicle is so constructed, covered, or loaded as to prevent any of its
contents or load other than clear water or feathers from live birds from
dropping, sifting, leaking, blowing, spilling, or otherwise escaping from the
vehicle.

(b) (1) Aggregate material shall only be carried in the cargo area of a
vehicle. The cargo area shall not contain any holes, cracks, or openings
through which that material may escape, regardless of the degree to which
the vehicle is loaded, except as provided in paragraph (2).

(2) Every vehicle used to transport aggregate materials, regardless of the
degree to which the vehicle is loaded, shall be equipped with all of the
following:

(A) Properly functioning seals on any openings used to empty the load,
including, but not limited to, ( ) 1 bottom dump release gates and tailgates.

(B) Splash flaps behind every tire, or set of tires, regardless of position on
the truck, truck tractor, or trailer.

(C) Center flaps at a location to the rear of each( ) 2 bottom dump release
gate as to trucks or trailers equipped with ( ) 2 bottom dump release gates.
The center flap may be positioned directly behind the ( ) 2 bottom dump
release gate and in front of the rear axle of the vehicle, or it may be positioned
to the rear of the rear axle in line with the splash flaps required behind the
tires. The width of the center flap shall extend not more than one inch from
one sidewall to the opposite sidewall of the inside tires and shall extend to
within five inches of the pavement surface, and shall be not less than 24
inches from the bottom edge to the top edge of that center flap.

(D) Fenders starting at the splash flap with the leading edge of the
fenders extending forward at least six inches beyond the center of the axle
which cover the tops of tires not already covered by the truck, truck tractor,
or trailer body.

(E) Complete enclosures on all vertical sides of the cargo area, including,
but not limited to, tailgates.

(F) Shed boards designed to prevent aggregate materials from being
deposited on the vehicle body during top loading.

(c) Vehicles comprised of full rigid enclosures are exempt only from
subparagraphs (C) and (F) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (b).

(d) For purposes of this section, “aggregate material” means rock
fragments, pebbles, sand, dirt, gravel, cobbles, crushed base, asphalt, and
other similar materials.

(e) (1) On and after September 1, 1990, in addition to subdivisions (a) and
(b), no vehicle shall transport any aggregate material upon a highway unless
the material is covered.

(2) Vehicles transporting loads composed entirely of asphalt material are
exempt only from the provisions of this section requiring that loads be
covered.

(3) Vehicles transporting loads composed entirely of petroleum coke
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material shall not be required to cover their loads if they are loaded using
safety procedures, specialized equipment, and a chemical surfactant
designed to prevent materials from blowing, spilling, or otherwise escaping
from the vehicle.

(4) Vehicles transporting loads of aggregate materials shall not be
required to cover their loads if the load, where it contacts the sides, front, and
back of the cargo container area, remains six inches from the upper edge of
the container area, and if the load does not extend, at its peak, above any part
of the upper edge of the cargo container area.

(5) The requirements of this subdivision shall become operative on
September 1, 1990.

(f) Any person who provides a location for vehicles to be loaded
with any aggregate material or any other material shall provide a
location for vehicle operators to comply with this section before
entering a highway.

(1) A person shall be exempt from the requirements of this
subdivision if the location that he or she provides for vehicles to be
loaded with the materials described in this subdivision has 100 yards
or less between the scale houses where the trucks carrying aggregate
material are weighed and the point of egress to a public road.

(2) Drivers of vehicles loaded with aggregate material leaving
locations exempted from the requirements of this subdivision are
authorized to operate on public roads only until they are able to
safely cover the load at a site near the location’s point of egress to the
public road, however, an uncovered vehicle shall not be operated
more than 200 yards from the point of egress to the public road.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 673, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the

following:
1. “bottom-dump”
2. “bottom/dump ”

Rubbish and Recycling Vehicles
23115. (a) No vehicle  transporting garbage, swill, used cans  or bottles,

wastepapers, waste cardboard, ashes, refuse, trash, or rubbish, or any
noisome, nauseous, or offensive matter, or anything being transported  for
disposal or recycling shall be driven or moved upon any highway unless the
load is totally covered in a manner  that will prevent the load or any part of
the load from spilling or falling from the vehicle.

(b)   Subdivision (a) does not prohibit a rubbish vehicle from being without
cover while in the process of acquiring its load if no law, administrative
regulation, or local ordinance requires that it be covered in those
circumstances.

(c) Vehicles transporting wastepaper, waste cardboard, or used cans or
bottles, are in compliance with subdivision (a) if appropriate binders
including, but not limited to, bands, wires, straps, or netting are used to
prevent the load, or any part of the load, from spilling or falling from the
vehicle.

(d) This section does not apply to any vehicle engaged in transporting wet
waste fruit or vegetable matter, or waste products to or from a food
processing establishment.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 279, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Carrying Persons in the Back of a Motor Truck
23116. (a) No person driving a pickup truck or a flatbed motortruck on

a highway shall transport any person in or on the back of the truck.
(b) No person shall ride in or on the back of a truck or flatbed motortruck
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being driven on a highway.
(c) Subdivisions (a) and (b) do not apply if the person in the back of the

truck is secured with a restraint system. The restraint system shall meet or
exceed the federal motor vehicle safety standards published in Sections
571.207, 571.209, and 571.210 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) do not apply to any person transporting
one or more persons in the back of a truck or flatbed motortruck owned by a
farmer or rancher, if that vehicle is used exclusively within the boundaries
of lands owned or managed by that farmer or rancher, including the
incidental use of that vehicle on not more than one mile of highway between
one part of the farm or ranch to another part of that farm or ranch.

(e) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) do not apply if the person in the back of
the truck or the flatbed is being transported in an emergency response
situation by a public agency or pursuant to the direction or authority of a
public agency.

As used in this subdivision, “emergency response situation” means
instances in which necessary measures are needed in order to prevent injury
or death to persons or to prevent, confine, or mitigate damage or destruction
to property. 

(f) Subdivisions (a) and (b) do not apply if the person in the back of the
truck or flatbed motortruck is being transported in a parade that is
supervised by a law enforcement agency and the speed of the truck while in
the parade does not exceed eight miles per hour.

Amended Ch. 895, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 35, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 308, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Carrying Animal in Motor Truck
23117. (a) No person driving a motor vehicle shall transport any animal

in the back of the vehicle in a space intended for any load on the vehicle on a
highway unless the space is enclosed or has side and tail racks to a height of
at least 46 inches extending vertically from the floor, the vehicle has
installed means of preventing the animal from being discharged, or the
animal is cross tethered to the vehicle, or is protected by a secured container
or cage, in a manner which will prevent the animal from being thrown,
falling, or jumping from the vehicle.

(b) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(1) The transportation of livestock.
(2) The transportation of a dog whose owner either owns or is employed

by a ranching or farming operation who is traveling on a road in a rural area
or who is traveling to and from a livestock auction.

(3) The transportation of a dog for purposes associated with ranching or
farming.

Added Ch. 224, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Temple Width of Glasses
23120. No person shall operate a motor vehicle while wearing glasses

having a temple width of one-half inch or more if any part of such temple
extends below the horizontal center of the lens so as to interfere with lateral
vision.

Added Ch. 531, Stats. 1959. Effective September 18, 1959.

Trails and Paths
23127. No person shall operate an unauthorized motor vehicle on any

state, county, city, private, or district hiking or horseback riding trail or
bicycle path that is clearly marked by an authorized agent or owner with
signs at all entrances and exits and at intervals of not more than one mile
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indicating no unauthorized motor vehicles are permitted on the hiking or
horseback riding trail, or bicycle path, except bicycle paths which are
contiguous or adjacent to a roadway dedicated solely to motor vehicle use.

For the purpose of this section “unauthorized motor vehicle” means any
motor vehicle that is driven upon a hiking or horseback riding trail without
the written permission of an agent or the owner of the trail or path.

This section does not apply to the operation of an authorized emergency
or maintenance vehicle on a hiking or horseback riding trail or bicycle path
whenever necessary in furtherance of the purpose for which the vehicle has
been classed as an authorized emergency vehicle. Any person who violates
this section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

Amended Ch. 951, Stats. 1973. Effective January 1, 1974.

Snowmobiles
23128. It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile in the

following manner:
(a) On a highway except as provided in Section 38025.
(b) In a careless or negligent manner so as to endanger a person or

property.
(c) For the purpose of pursuing deer or other game mammal with intent

to harass such animals.
(d) For the purpose of violating Section 602 of the Penal Code.
Amended Ch. 973, Stats. 1972. Effective August 16, 1972.

Camper Exits
23129. No person shall drive a motor vehicle upon which is mounted a

camper containing any passengers unless there is at least one unobstructed
exit capable of being opened from both the interior and exterior of such
camper.

Added Ch. 432, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Operation of Modified Motorized Bicycle
23135. It is unlawful for any person to operate upon a highway any

vehicle which was originally manufactured as a motorized bicycle, as defined
in Section 406, and which has been modified in such a manner that it no
longer conforms to the definition of a motorized bicycle.

Added Ch. 421, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Article 1.3. Offenses by Persons Under 21 Years of Age Involving Alcohol
(Added Ch. 899, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.)

PAS Persons Under 21: Preliminary Screening Device
23136. (a) Notwithstanding Sections 23152 and 23153, it is unlawful for

a person under the age of 21 years who has a blood-alcohol concentration of
0.01 percent or greater, as measured by a preliminary alcohol screening test
or other chemical test, to drive a vehicle. However, this section shall not be a
bar to prosecution under Section 23152 or 23153 or any other provision of
law.

(b) A person shall be found to be in violation of subdivision (a) if the
person was, at the time of driving, under the age of 21 years, and the trier of
fact finds that the person had consumed an alcoholic beverage and was
driving a vehicle with a blood-alcohol concentration of 0.01 percent or
greater, as measured by a preliminary alcohol screening test or other
chemical test.

(c) (1) Any person under the age of 21 years who drives a motor vehicle is
deemed to have given his or her consent to a preliminary alcohol screening
test or other chemical test for the purpose of determining the presence of
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alcohol in the person, if lawfully detained for an alleged violation of
subdivision (a).

(2) The testing shall be incidental to a lawful detention and administered
at the direction of a peace officer having reasonable cause to believe the
person was driving a motor vehicle in violation of subdivision (a).

(3) The person shall be told that his or her failure to submit to, or the
failure to complete, a preliminary alcohol screening test or other chemical
test as requested will result in the suspension or revocation of the person’s
privilege to operate a motor vehicle for a period of one year to three years, as
provided in Section 13353.1.

Added Ch. 899, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 938, Stats. 1994. Effective September 28, 1994.
Amended Sec. 18, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.

Article 1.5. Juvenile Offenses Involving Alcohol
(Added Ch. 1105, Stats. 1986. Effective January 1, 1987.)

Alcohol: Persons Under 21
23140. (a) It is unlawful for a person under the age of 21 years who has

0.05 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a
vehicle.

(b) A person may be found to be in violation of subdivision (a) if the person
was, at the time of driving, under the age of 21 years and under the influence
of, or affected by, an alcoholic beverage regardless of whether a chemical test
was made to determine that person’s blood-alcohol concentration and if the
trier of fact finds that the person had consumed an alcoholic beverage and
was driving a vehicle while having a concentration of 0.05 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood.

(c) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, upon a finding
that a person has violated this section, the clerk of the court, or judge if there
is no clerk, shall prepare within 10 days after the finding and immediately
forward to the department an abstract of the record of the court in which the
finding is made. That abstract shall be a public record and available for
public inspection in the same manner as other records reported under
Section 1803.

Amended Ch. 938, Stats. 1994. Effective September 28, 1994.

Article 1.7. Youthful Drunk Driver Visitation Program
(Added Ch. 166, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.)

Article 2. Offenses Involving Alcohol and Drugs
(Added Ch. 940, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.)

Driving Under Influence of Alcohol or Drugs
23152. (a) It is unlawful for any person who is under the influence of

any alcoholic beverage or drug, or under the combined influence of any
alcoholic beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle.

(b) It is unlawful for any person who has 0.08 percent or more, by weight,
of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a vehicle.

For purposes of this Articleand Section 34501.16, percent, by weight, of
alcohol in a person’s blood is based upon grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters
of blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath.

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption
that the person had 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her
blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 0.08 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a
chemical test within three hours after the driving.

(c) It is unlawful for any person who is addicted to the use of any drug to
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drive a vehicle. This subdivision shall not apply to a person who is
participating in a narcotic treatment program approved pursuant to Article
3 (commencing with Section 11875) of Chapter 1 of Part 3 of Division 10.5 of
the Health and Safety Code.

(d) It is unlawful for any person who has 0.04 percent or more, by weight,
of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a commercial motor vehicle, as defined
in Section 15210.

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption
that the person had 0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her
blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 0.04 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a
chemical test within three hours after the driving.

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1992, and shall
remain operative until the director determines that federal regulations
adopted pursuant to the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 (49
U.S.C. Sec. 2701 et seq.) contained in Section 383.51 or 391.15 of Title 49 of
the Code of Federal Regulations do not require the state to prohibit operation
of commercial vehicles when the operator has a concentration of alcohol in
his or her blood of 0.04 percent by weight or more.

(f) The director shall submit a notice of the determination under
subdivision (e) to the Secretary of State, and this section shall be repealed
upon the receipt of that notice by the Secretary of State.

Amended Sec. 31, Ch. 455, Stats. 1995. Effective September 5, 1995.

NOTE: The preceding section remains in effect only until notice by the Secre-
tary of State, at which time it is repealed and the following section becomes ef-
fective.

23152. (a) It is unlawful for any person who is under the influence of
any alcoholic beverage or drug, or under the combined influence of any
alcoholic beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle.

(b) It is unlawful for any person who has 0.08 percent or more, by weight,
of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a vehicle.

For purposes of this Articleand Section 34501.16, percent, by weight, of
alcohol in a person’s blood is based upon grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters
of blood or grams of alcohol per 210 liters of breath.

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption
that the person had 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her
blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 0.08 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a
chemical test within three hours after the driving.

(c) It is unlawful for any person who is addicted to the use of any drug to
drive a vehicle. This subdivision shall not apply to a person who is
participating in a narcotic treatment program approved pursuant to Article
3 (commencing with Section 11875) of Chapter 1 of Part 3 of Division 10.5 of
the Health and Safety Code.

(d) This section shall become operative only upon the receipt by the
Secretary of State of the notice specified in subdivision (f) of Section 23152,
as added by Section 25 of Chapter 1114 of the Statutes of 1989.

Amended Sec. 32, Ch. 455, Stats. 1995. Effective September 5, 1995.

Driving Under Influence of Alcohol or Drugs Causing Injury
23153. (a) It is unlawful for any person, while under the influence of any

alcoholic beverage or drug, or under the combined influence of any alcoholic
beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle and concurrently do any act forbidden
by law, or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which act
or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the
driver.



Div. 11 —771— §23153
(b) It is unlawful for any person, while having 0.08 percent or more, by
weight, of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a vehicle and concurrently do
any act forbidden by law, or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the
vehicle, which act or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person
other than the driver. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption
that the person had 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her
blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 0.08 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a
chemical test within three hours after driving.

(c) In proving the person neglected any duty imposed by law in driving
the vehicle, it is not necessary to prove that any specific section of this code
was violated.

(d) It is unlawful for any person, while having 0.04 percent or more, by
weight, of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a commercial motor vehicle, as
defined in Section 15210, and concurrently do any act forbidden by law or
neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which act or neglect
proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the driver.

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption
that the person had 0.04 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her
blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 0.04 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of performance of a
chemical test within three hours after driving.

(e) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1992, and shall
remain operative until the director determines that federal regulations
adopted pursuant to the Commercial Motor Vehicle Act of 1986 (49 U.S.C.
Sec. 2701 et seq.) contained in Section 383.51 or 391.15 of Title 49 of the Code
of Federal Regulations do not require the state to prohibit operation of
commercial vehicles when the operator has a concentration of alcohol in his
or her blood of 0.04 percent by weight or more.

(f) The director shall submit a notice of the determination under
subdivision (e) to the Secretary of State, and this section shall be repealed
upon the receipt of that notice by the Secretary of State.

Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

NOTE: The preceding section remains in effect only until notice by the Secre-
tary of State, at which time it is repealed and the following section becomes ef-
fective.

23153. (a) It is unlawful for any person, while under the influence of any
alcoholic beverage or drug, or under the combined influence of any alcoholic
beverage and drug, to drive a vehicle and concurrently do any act forbidden
by law or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the vehicle, which act
or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person other than the
driver.

(b) It is unlawful for any person, while having 0.08 percent or more, by
weight, of alcohol in his or her blood to drive a vehicle and concurrently do
any act forbidden by law or neglect any duty imposed by law in driving the
vehicle, which act or neglect proximately causes bodily injury to any person
other than the driver. 

In any prosecution under this subdivision, it is a rebuttable presumption
that the person had 0.08 percent or more, by weight, of alcohol in his or her
blood at the time of driving the vehicle if the person had 0.08 percent or more,
by weight, of alcohol in his or her blood at the time of the performance of a
chemical test within three hours after driving.

(c) In proving the person neglected any duty imposed by law in driving
the vehicle, it is not necessary to prove that any specific section of this code
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was violated.
(d) This section shall become operative only upon the receipt by the

Secretary of State of the notice specified in subdivision (f) of Section 23153,
as added by Section 30 of Chapter 1114 of the Statutes of 1989.

Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Chemical Test Procedure
23158. (a) Only a licensed physician and surgeon, registered nurse,

licensed vocational nurse, duly licensed clinical laboratory technologist or
clinical laboratory bioanalyst, unlicensed laboratory personnel regulated
pursuant to Sections 1242, 1242.5, and 1246 of the Business and Professions
Code, or certified paramedic acting at the request of a peace officer may
withdraw blood for the purpose of determining the alcoholic content therein.
This limitation does not apply to the taking of breath specimens. An
emergency call for paramedic services takes precedence over a peace officer’s
request for a paramedic to withdraw blood for determining its alcoholic
content. A certified paramedic shall not withdraw blood for this purpose
unless authorized by his or her employer to do so.

(b) The person tested may, at his own expense, have a licensed physician
and surgeon, registered nurse, licensed vocational nurse, duly licensed
clinical laboratory technologist or clinical laboratory bioanalyst, unlicensed
laboratory personnel regulated pursuant to Sections 1242, 1242.5, and 1246
of the Business and Professions Code, or any other person of his or her own
choosing administer a test in addition to any test administered at the
direction of a peace officer for the purpose of determining the amount of
alcohol in the person’s blood at the time alleged as shown by chemical
analysis of his or her blood, breath, or urine. The failure or inability to obtain
an additional test by a person does not preclude the admissibility in evidence
of the test taken at the direction of a peace officer.

(c) Upon the request of the person tested, full information concerning the
test taken at the direction of the peace officer shall be made available to the
person or the person’s attorney.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no licensed physician and
surgeon, registered nurse, licensed vocational nurse, duly licensed clinical
laboratory technologist or clinical laboratory bioanalyst, unlicensed
laboratory personnel regulated pursuant to Sections 1242, 1242.5, and 1246
of the Business and Professions Code, or certified paramedic, or hospital,
laboratory, or clinic employing or utilizing the services of the licensed
physician and surgeon, registered nurse, licensed vocational nurse, duly
licensed laboratory technologist or clinical laboratory bioanalyst, unlicensed
laboratory personnel regulated pursuant to Sections 1242, 1242.5, and 1246
of the Business and Professions Code, or certified paramedic, owning or
leasing the premises on which tests are performed, shall incur any civil or
criminal liability as a result of the administering of a blood test in a
reasonable manner in a hospital, medical laboratory, or medical clinic
environment, according to accepted medical practices, without violence by
the person administering the test, and when requested in writing by a peace
officer to administer the test.

(e) If the test given under Section 23612 is a chemical test of urine, the
person tested shall be given such privacy in the taking of the urine specimen
as will ensure the accuracy of the specimen and, at the same time, maintain
the dignity of the individual involved.

(f) The department, in cooperation with the State Department of Health
Services or any other appropriate agency, shall adopt uniform standards for
the withdrawal, handling, and preservation of blood samples prior to
analysis.
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(g) As used in this section, “certified paramedic” does not include any
employee of a fire department.

(h) Consent, waiver of liability, or the offering to, acceptance by, or
refusal of consent or waiver of liability by the person on whom a test is
administered, is not an issue or relevant to the immunity from liability for
medical personnel or the medical facility under subdivision (d).

Amended Sec. 30, Ch. 118, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Rehabilitation Facilities: Vehicles on Premises
23213. No patient or other person residing in a social rehabilitation

facility licensed pursuant to Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 1500) of
Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code for the rehabilitation of persons who
have abused alcohol or drugs, shall have a motor vehicle registered in the
name of that patient or person on or near the premises of that facility unless
the patient or person has an operator’s license issued pursuant to this code
which is not suspended or revoked.

Added Ch. 1339, Stats. 1982. Effective September 24, 1982.

Enforcement Off the Highway
23215. The department may, but shall not be required to, provide patrol

or enforce the provisions of Section 23152 for offenses which occur other than
upon a highway.

Added Ch. 940, Stats. 1981. Effective January 1, 1982.

Legislative Intent
23216. (a) The provisions of Sections 2, 6, 7, and 10 expressly apply to

the provisions of this article, and, further, for any recidivist or enhancement
purpose, reference to an offense by section number is a reference to the
provisions contained in that section, insofar as they were renumbered by
Chapter 940 of the Statutes of 1981 without substantive change, and those
provisions shall be construed as restatements and continuations thereof and
not as new enactments.

(b) Any reference in the provisions of this code to a separate violation of
Section 23152 shall include a separate offense under Section 23102 or 23105,
as those sections read prior to January 1, 1982.

(c) Any reference in the provisions of the Vehicle Code to a separate
violation of Section 23153 shall include a separate offense under Section
23101 or 23106 as those sections read prior to January 1, 1982.

(d) The provisions of this section are to be given retroactive effect.
Added Ch. 1205, Stats. 1984. Effective January 1, 1985.

Legislative Declarations
23217. The Legislature finds and declares that some repeat offenders of

the prohibition against driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, when
they are addicted or when they have too much alcohol in their systems, may
be escaping the intent of the Legislature to punish the offender with
progressively greater severity if the offense is repeated one or more times
within a seven-year period. This situation may occur when a conviction for a
subsequent offense occurs before a conviction is obtained on an earlier
offense.

The Legislature further finds and declares that the timing of court
proceedings should not permit a person to avoid aggravated mandatory
minimum penalties for multiple separate offenses occurring within a seven-
year period. It is the intent of the Legislature to provide that a person be
subject to enhanced mandatory minimum penalties for multiple offenses
within a period of seven years, regardless of whether the convictions are
obtained in the same sequence as the offenses had been committed.
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Nothing in this section requires consideration of judgment of conviction in
a separate proceeding which is entered after the judgment in the present
proceeding, except as it relates to violation of probation.

Nothing in this section or the amendments to Section 23540, 23546,
23550, 23560, 23566, 23622, or 23640 made by Chapter 1205 of the Statutes
of 1984 affects the penalty for a violation of Section 23152 or 23153 occurring
prior to January 1, 1985.

Amended Sec. 72.5, Ch. 118, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Drinking While Driving
23220. (a) No person shall drink any alcoholic beverage while driving a

motor vehicle upon any highway or on any lands described in subdivision (b).
(b) As used in subdivision (a), “lands” means those lands to which the

Chappie-Z’berg Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Law of 1971 (Division 16.5
(commencing with Section 38000)) applies as to off-highway motor vehicles,
as described in Section 38001.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 384, Stats. 1998. Effective August 24, 1998.

Drinking in Motor Vehicle
23221. (a) No driver shall drink any alcoholic beverage while in a motor

vehicle upon a highway.
(b) No passenger shall drink any alcoholic beverage while in a motor

vehicle upon a highway.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 723, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Possession of Marijuana or Open Container While Driving
23222. (a) No person shall have in his or her possession on his or her

person, while driving a motor vehicle upon a highway or on lands, as
described in subdivision (b) of Section 23220, any bottle, can, or other
receptacle, containing any alcoholic beverage which has been opened, or a
seal broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed.

(b) Except as authorized by law, every person who possesses, while
driving a motor vehicle upon a highway or on lands, as described in
subdivision (b) of Section 23220, not more than one avoirdupois ounce of
marijuana, other than concentrated cannabis as defined by Section 11006.5
of the Health and Safety Code, is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be
punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars ($100).
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if the person has been
previously convicted three or more times of an offense described in this
subdivision during the two-year period immediately preceding the date of
commission of the violation to be charged, the previous convictions shall also
be charged in the accusatory pleading and, if found to be true by the jury
upon a jury trial or by the court upon a court trial or if admitted by the
person, Sections 1000.1 and 1000.2 of the Penal Code are applicable to the
person, and the court shall divert and refer the person for education,
treatment, or rehabilitation, without a court hearing or determination or the
concurrence of the district attorney, to an appropriate community program
which will accept the person. If the person is so diverted and referred, the
person is not subject to the fine specified in this subdivision. In any case in
which a person is arrested for a violation of this subdivision and does not
demand to be taken before a magistrate, the person shall be released by the
arresting officer upon presentation of satisfactory evidence of identity and
giving his or her written promise to appear in court, as provided in Section
40500, and shall not be subjected to booking.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 384, Stats. 1998. Effective August 24, 1998.



Div. 11 —775— §23225
Possession of Open Container in Motor Vehicle
23223. (a) No driver shall have in his or her possession, while in a motor

vehicle upon a highway or on lands, as described in subdivision (b) of Section
23220, any bottle, can, or other receptacle, containing any alcoholic beverage
that has been opened, or a seal broken, or the contents of which have been
partially removed.

(b) No passenger shall have in his or her possession, while in a motor
vehicle upon a highway or on lands, as described in subdivision (b) of Section
23220, any bottle, can, or other receptacle containing any alcoholic beverage
that has been opened or a seal broken, or the contents of which have been
partially removed.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 384, Stats. 1998. Effective August 24, 1998.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 723, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Possession of Alcohol in Vehicle: Person Under 21
23224. (a) No person under the age of 21 years shall knowingly drive

any motor vehicle carrying any alcoholic beverage, unless the person is
accompanied by a parent, responsible adult relative, any other adult
designated by the parent, or legal guardian for the purpose of transportation
of an alcoholic beverage, or is employed by a licensee under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Act (Division 9 (commencing with Section 23000) of the
Business and Professions Code), and is driving the motor vehicle during
regular hours and in the course of the person’s employment. If the driver was
unaccompanied, he or she shall have a complete defense if he or she was
following, in a timely manner, the reasonable instructions of his or her
parent, legal guardian, responsible adult relative, or adult designee relating
to disposition of the alcoholic beverage.

(b) No passenger in any motor vehicle who is under the age of 21 years
shall knowingly possess or have under that person’s control any alcoholic
beverage, unless the passenger is accompanied by a parent, legal guardian,
responsible adult relative, any other adult designated by the parent, or legal
guardian for the purpose of transportation of an alcoholic beverage, or is
employed by a licensee under the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act (Division 9
(commencing with Section 23000) of the Business and Professions Code), and
possession or control is during regular hours and in the course of the
passenger’s employment. If the passenger was unaccompanied, he or she
shall have a complete defense if he or she was following, in a timely manner,
the reasonable instructions of his or her parent, legal guardian, responsible
adult relative or adult designee relating to disposition of the alcoholic
beverage.

(c) If the vehicle used in any violation of subdivision (a) or (b) is registered
to an offender who is under the age of 21 years, the vehicle may be
impounded at the owner’s expense for not less than one day nor more than
30 days for each violation.

(d) Any person under 21 years of age convicted of a violation of this
section is subject to Section 13202.5.

(e) Any person convicted for a violation of subdivision (a) or (b) is guilty of
a misdemeanor and shall be punished upon conviction by a fine of not more
than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the county jail for
not more than six months, or by both that fine and imprisonment.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 690, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Storage of Opened Container
23225. (a) (1) It is unlawful for the registered owner of any motor

vehicle to keep in a motor vehicle, when the vehicle is upon any highway or
on lands, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 23220, any bottle, can, or
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other receptacle containing any alcoholic beverage that has been opened, or
a seal broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed, unless
the container is kept in the trunk of the vehicle.

(2) If the vehicle is not equipped with a trunk and is not an off-highway
motor vehicle subject to identification, as defined in Section 38012, the
bottle, can, or other receptacle described in paragraph (1) shall be kept in
some other area of the vehicle that is not normally occupied by the driver or
passengers. For the purposes of this paragraph, a utility compartment or
glove compartment shall be deemed to be within the area occupied by the
driver and passengers.

(3) If the vehicle is not equipped with a trunk and is an off-highway motor
vehicle subject to identification, as defined in subdivision (a) of Section
38012, the bottle, can, or other receptacle described in paragraph (1) shall be
kept in a locked container. As used in this paragraph, “locked container”
means a secure container that is fully enclosed and locked by a padlock, key
lock, combination lock, or similar locking device.

(b) Subdivision (a) is also applicable to a driver of a motor vehicle if the
registered owner is not present in the vehicle.

(c) This section shall not apply to the living quarters of a housecar or
camper.

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 384, Stats. 1998. Effective August 24, 1998.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 723, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Storage of Opened Container in Passenger Compartment
23226. (a) It is unlawful for any driver to keep in the passenger

compartment of a motor vehicle, when the vehicle is upon any highway or on
lands, as described in subdivision (b) of Section 23220, any bottle, can, or
other receptacle containing any alcoholic beverage that has been opened, or
a seal broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed.

(b) It is unlawful for any passenger to keep in the passenger compartment
of a motor vehicle, when the vehicle is upon any highway or on lands, as
described in subdivision (b) of Section 23220, any bottle, can, or other
receptacle containing any alcoholic beverage that has been opened or a seal
broken, or the contents of which have been partially removed.

(c) This section shall not apply to the living quarters of a housecar or
camper.

Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 384, Stats. 1998. Effective August 24, 1998.
Amended Sec. 5, Ch. 723, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Possession of Alcoholic Beverages: Exceptions
23229. (a) Except as provided in Section 23229.1, Sections 23221 and

23223 do not apply to passengers in any bus, taxicab, or limousine for hire
licensed to transport passengers pursuant to the Public Utilities Code or
proper local authority, or the living quarters of a housecar or camper.

(b) Except as provided in Section 23229.1, Section 23225 does not apply
to the driver or owner of a bus, taxicab, or limousine for hire licensed to
transport passengers pursuant to the Public Utilities Code or proper local
authority.

(c) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1989.
Repealed and Added, Ch. 1105, Stats. 1988. Operative July 1, 1989.

Possession of Alcohol in Limousine: Passengers Under Age 21
23229.1. (a) Subject to subdivision (b), Sections 23223 and 23225 do

apply to any charter-party carrier of passengers, as defined in Section 5360
of the Public Utilities Code, operating a limousine for hire when the driver of
the vehicle transports any passenger under the age of 21.

(b) For purposes of subdivision (a), it is not a violation of Section 23225
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for any charter-party carrier of passengers operating a limousine for hire
which is licensed pursuant to the Public Utilities Code to keep any bottle,
can, or other receptacle containing any alcoholic beverage in a locked utility
compartment within the area occupied by the driver and passengers.

(c) In addition to the requirements of Section 1803, every clerk of a court,
or judge if there is no clerk, in which any driver in subdivision (a) was
convicted of a violation of Section 23225 shall prepare within 10 days after
conviction, and immediately forward to the Public Utilities Commission at
its office in San Francisco, an abstract of the record of the court covering the
case in which the person was convicted. If sentencing is not pronounced in
conjunction with the conviction, the abstract shall be forwarded to the
commission within 10 days after sentencing, and the abstract shall be
certified, by the person required to prepare it, to be true and correct.

For the purposes of this subdivision, a forfeiture of bail is equivalent to a
conviction.

(d) This section shall become operative on July 1, 1989.
Added Ch. 1105, Stats. 1988. Operative July 1, 1989.

Article4 Ignition Interlock Device
(Repealed and added Ch. 1237, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.)

Ignition Interlock Device Prohibitions
23247. (a) It is unlawful for a person to knowingly rent, lease, or lend a

motor vehicle to another person known to have had his or her driving
privilege restricted as provided in Section 13352 or 23575, unless the vehicle
is equipped with a functioning, certified ignition interlock device. Any
person, whose driving privilege is restricted pursuant to Section 13352 or
23575 shall notify any other person who rents, leases, or loans a motor
vehicle to him or her of the driving restriction imposed under that section.

(b) It is unlawful for any person whose driving privilege is restricted
pursuant to Section 13352 or 23575 to request or solicit any other person to
blow into an ignition interlock device or to start a motor vehicle equipped
with the device for the purpose of providing the person so restricted with an
operable motor vehicle.

(c) It is unlawful to blow into an ignition interlock device or to start a
motor vehicle equipped with the device for the purpose of providing an
operable motor vehicle to a person whose driving privilege is restricted
pursuant to Section 13352 or 23575.

(d) It is unlawful to remove, bypass, or tamper with, an ignition interlock
device.

(e) It is unlawful for any person whose driving privilege is restricted
pursuant to Section 13352 or 23575 to operate any vehicle not equipped with
a functioning ignition interlock device.

(f) Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall be punished by
imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months or by a fine of
not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by both that fine and
imprisonment.

(g) (1) If any person whose driving privilege is restricted pursuant to
Section 13352 is convicted of a violation of subdivision (e), the court shall
notify the Department of Motor Vehicles, which shall immediately terminate
the restriction and shall suspend or revoke the person’s driving privilege for
the remaining period of the originating suspension or revocation and until all
reinstatement requirements in Section 13352 are met.

(2) If any person who is restricted pursuant to subdivision (a) or (l) of
Section 23575 is convicted of a violation of subdivision (e), the department
shall suspend the person’s driving privilege for one year from the date of the
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conviction.
(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a vehicle in which an

ignition interlock device has been installed is impounded, the manufacturer
or installer of the device shall have the right to remove the device from the
vehicle during normal business hours. No charge shall be imposed for the
removal of the device nor shall the manufacturer or installer be liable for any
removal, towing, impoundment, storage, release, or administrative costs or
penalties associated with the impoundment. Upon request, the person
seeking to remove the device shall present documentation to justify removal
of the device from the vehicle. Any damage to the vehicle resulting from the
removal of the device is the responsibility of the person removing it.

Amended Ch. 1244, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 1237, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.
Amended Sec. 22, Ch. 756, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999. Su-

persedes Ch. 118.
Amended Sec. 28, Ch. 22, Stats. 1999. Effective May 26, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Study and Report to the Legislature
23249. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall conduct two studies to

evaluate the effectiveness of ignition interlock in California and shall report
the findings to the Legislature, as specified in subdivisions (a) and (b).

(a) The department shall conduct a process study of ignition interlock in
California and report the findings to the Legislature on or before July 1,
2002. This study shall examine the implementation of ignition interlock by
the courts, the department and ignition interlock installers, and report the
rate at which courts assign interlock to persons convicted of a violation of
Section 14601.2 and the rate at which these persons install these devices.

(b) The department shall conduct an outcome study of ignition interlock
in California and report the findings to the Legislature on or before July 1,
2004. This study shall examine the effectiveness of California’s ignition
interlock laws in reducing recidivism, moving violation convictions and
crashes among drivers ordered by the court to install interlock devices,
and among drivers applying to the department, and receiving from it, an
ignition interlock restricted license.

Added Sec. 24, Ch. 756, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 22, Ch. 473, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.
Amended Sec. 17, Ch. 545, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.
The 2002 amendment added the italicized material.

Repeal of Article
23249.1. This Articleshall remain in effect only until January 1, 2005,

and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, which is
enacted before January 1, 2005, deletes or extends that date.

Added Sec. 25, Ch. 756, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Article 5. Alcohol and Drug Problem Assessment Program
(Repealed and added, Ch. 160, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.)

Legislative Intent
23249.50. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
(1) Driving under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or a drug is a

serious problem, constituting the largest group of misdemeanor violations in
many counties.

(2) Studies of first offenders have found that more than half of first
offenders are alcoholics or problem drinkers. There are higher percentages of
problem drinkers among second offenders than among first offenders.

(3) As the link between the health and legal aspects of the problem has
become recognized, the courts have sought more information on a
presentence basis in determining the appropriate sentence.
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(4) Laws relating to driving under the influence of an alcoholic beverage
or a drug allow the courts to order a presentence investigation to determine
whether a person can benefit from an education, training, or treatment
program. The Legislature thus finds that, to adequately assess whether an
individual arrested for driving under the influence of an alcoholic beverage
or a drug is chemically dependent, it is important to develop and implement
screening programs in order to continue to address the problem of driving
under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs in the state.

(b) It is therefore the intent of the Legislature to establish an additional
procedure to assist the courts in the use of presentence investigations of
individuals convicted of driving under the influence of an alcoholic beverage
or a drug and to enable the courts to make appropriate dispositions in these
cases. As part of this process, the courts should obtain and consider a
presentence investigation report detailing the defendant’s driving and
criminal record, and, where possible, an alcohol or drug problem assessment
report. In all cases, an alcohol or drug problem assessment report should be
completed by qualified personnel prior to the determination of an education
or treatment plan and subsequent sentencing by the courts.

Repealed and Added, Ch. 160, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

CHAPTER 13. VEHICULAR CROSSINGS AND TOLL HIGHWAYS
(Amended Ch. 1241, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.)

Article 1. General Provisions

Application of Chapter
23250. All of the provisions of this code not inconsistent with the

provisions of this chapter shall be applicable to vehicular crossings and toll
highways. This chapter shall control over any provision of this code
inconsistent with this chapter.

Amended Sec. 72, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Authority of the California Highway Patrol: Vehicular Crossings and 
Toll Highways

23251. (a) The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall
provide for proper and adequate policing of all toll highways and all
vehicular crossings to ensure the enforcement thereon of this code and of any
other law relating to the use and operation of vehicles upon toll highways,
highways or vehicular crossings, and of the rules and regulations of the
Department of Transportation in respect thereto, and to cooperate with the
Department of Transportation to the end that vehicular crossings be
operated at all times in a manner as to carry traffic efficiently. The authority
of the Department of the California Highway Patrol is exclusive except as to
the authority conferred by law upon the Department of Transportation in
respect to vehicular crossings.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a private operator of a toll highway
may make temporary arrangements, not to exceed 30 days, for traffic law
enforcement services with an agency that employs peace officers as described
in Section 830.1 of the Penal Code, if the Department of the California
Highway Patrol cannot fulfill its responsibilities as described in this section,
as determined by the Secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing
Agency.

(c) The services provided by the Department of the California Highway
Patrol for all toll highways that are operated by a private entity shall be
reimbursed pursuant to Section 30809.1 of the Streets and Highways Code.
If the private operator of a toll highway and the Department of the California



§23252 —780— Div. 11
Highway Patrol reach an impasse in negotiating an agreement for
reimbursement, the Secretary of the Business, Transportation and Housing
Agency shall assist in resolving the impasse.

Amended Ch. 1241, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Authority of Department of Transportation Personnel
23252. The chief of toll services, captains, lieutenants, and sergeants

employed by the Department of Transportation shall have the powers and
authority of peace officers as listed in Section 830.4 of the Penal Code while
so employed on any vehicular crossing or as may be necessary to the
performance of their duties while not upon such vehicular crossing.
Captains, lieutenants, and sergeants so employed shall wear, while on duty,
a uniform which shall be distinctly different from that of the California
Highway Patrol, to be specified by the Director of Transportation.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Obedience to Officers
23253. All persons in, or upon, any toll highway or vehicular crossing

shall at all times comply with any lawful order, signal, or direction by voice
or hand of any member of the California Highway Patrol or an employee of
the Department of Transportation who is a peace officer.

Amended Ch. 1241, Stats. 1992. Effective January 1, 1993.

Vehicular Crossing
23254. A “vehicular crossing” is any toll bridge or toll highway crossing

and the approaches thereto, constructed or acquired by the Department of
Transportation under the provisions of the California Toll Bridge Authority
Act.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Approach
23255. An “approach” is that portion of a state highway leading to or

from a toll bridge or toll highway crossing which lies between one end of the
bridge or crossing and the nearest intersection of a highway with the state
highway. A ramp or other structure designed exclusively for use in
connection with a toll bridge or toll highway crossing shall not be deemed an
intersecting highway but is a part of the approach.

Article 2. Towing on Vehicular Crossings

Unauthorized Towing; Maximum Towing Fee; Permits
23270. (a) No person shall commence to tow any vehicle or other object

on any vehicular crossing unless authorized to do so by the Department of
Transportation and unless the towing is done by means of a tow truck as
defined in Section 615. No person, other than a member of the California
Highway Patrol or an employee of the Department of Transportation, shall,
by means of pushing with another vehicle, propel any vehicle or object on a
vehicular crossing. No person other than an employee of the Department of
Transportation, shall, on any vehicular crossing, tow any vehicle or other
object except a vehicle or object constructed and designed to be towed by a
vehicle of a type similar to that being used for this purpose.

(b) The California Transportation Commission shall, by regulation,
establish the maximum towing fee which may be charged by any person
authorized to tow a vehicle pursuant to subdivision (a). No authorized person
shall charge a fee for towing a vehicle which is in excess of the maximum fee
established by the California Transportation Commission.

(c) The Director of Transportation may grant a special permit to any
person to tow any vehicle or object over and completely across any vehicular
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crossing when in his or her judgment the towing vehicle is so constructed and
equipped that the vehicle or object can be towed across the vehicular crossing
without endangering persons or property and without interrupting the
orderly traffic across the vehicular crossing.

(d) The prohibitions of this section shall apply only on those vehicular
crossings upon which a towing service is maintained by the Department of
Transportation.

Amended Ch. 216, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Towing Service
23271. A towing service may be maintained on each vehicular crossing

by the Department of Transportation, and the department may furnish such
service as is necessary to permit the orderly flow of traffic upon such
crossing. The Department of Transportation may prescribe and collect
reasonable rates for towing services furnished.

Amended Ch. 1053, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975. Supersedes Ch. 545.

Disposition of Towed Vehicles; Charges for Fuel
23272. When any vehicle or object on any vehicular crossing, upon which

towing service is maintained, is stopped for any reason and is obstructing or
may obstruct traffic, the vehicle or object shall be towed by the towing service
either to the nearest property of the Department of Transportation
designated for the parking or storing of vehicles, or to a suitable parking
location on a public street or highway and thereupon left in the custody of the
owner or operator of the vehicle or object, or his agent, or, if no owner,
operator, or agent is present, or if an owner, operator, or agent so requests,
to a public garage or off-street parking facility. The department may
prescribe the limits within which the towing service shall be operated.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the department may furnish
and deliver fuel to vehicles, the supply of which is exhausted, or change tires,
and may charge a reasonable sum for the services and materials furnished
or, if the department deems it safe and advisable, and the owner or operator
of the vehicle or object so requests, it may be towed from the vehicular
crossing.

Amended Ch. 681, Stats. 1982. Effective January 1, 1983.

Inapplicability of Tow Car Requirements
23273. Sections 24605, 25253, 27700, and 27907 do not apply to vehicles

operated by the Department of Transportation pursuant to this article.
Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Article 3. Tolls and Other Charges

Signs
23300. The Department of Transportation shall erect appropriate signs

at each entrance to a vehicular crossing to notify traffic that it is entering
upon a vehicular crossing.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Toll on Crossings
23301. Every vehicle which enters into or upon any vehicular crossing

immediately becomes liable for such tolls and other charges as may from
time to time be prescribed by the California Transportation Commission.

Amended Ch. 622, Stats. 1980. Effective January 1, 1981.

Refusal to Pay Tolls
23302. (a) It is unlawful for any person to refuse to pay tolls or other

charges on any vehicular crossing or toll highway. It is prima facie evidence
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of a violation of this section for any person to enter upon any vehicular
crossing without either lawful money of the United States in the person’s
immediate possession in an amount sufficient to pay the prescribed tolls or
other charges due from that person or transponder or other electronic toll
payment device associated with a valid Automatic Vehicle Identification
account with a balance sufficient to pay those tolls. 

(b) For vehicular crossings and toll highways that uses electronic toll
collection as the only method of paying tolls or other charges, it is prima facie
evidence of a violation of this section for any person to enter the vehicular
crossing or toll highway without a transponder or other electronic toll
payment device associated with a valid Automatic Vehicle Identification
account with a balance sufficient to pay those tolls. If a transponder or other
electronic toll payment device is used to pay tolls or other charges due, the
device shall be located in, or on the vehicle in a location so as to be visible for
the purpose of enforcement at all times when the vehicle is located on the
vehicular crossing or toll highway. Where required by the operator of a
vehicular crossing or toll highway, this requirement applies even if the
operator offers free travel or nontoll accounts to certain classes of users.

Amended Ch. 1292, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 73, Ch. 1154, Stats. 1996. Effective September 30, 1996.

Toll Evasion: Penalties
23302.5. (a) No person shall evade or attempt to evade the payment of

tolls or other charges on any vehicular crossing or toll highway.
(b) A violation of subdivision (a) is subject to civil penalties and is neither

an infraction nor a public offense, as defined in Section 15 of the Penal Code.
The enforcement of those civil penalties shall be governed by the civil
administrative procedures set forth in Article4 (commencing with Section
40250) of Chapter 1 of Division 17.

Added Sec. 7, Ch. 739, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Liens
23303. The Department of Transportation shall have a lien and may

enforce such lien, as provided in Chapter 6.5 (commencing with Section 3067)
of Title 14 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code, for all tolls and charges
provided by this chapter.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Article 4. Special Traffic Regulations

Animals, Vehicles, Bicycles, and Motorized Bicycles
23330. Except where a special permit has been obtained from the

Department of Transportation under the provisions of Article6
(commencing with Section 35780) of Chapter 5 of Division 15, none of the
following shall be permitted on any vehicular crossing:

(a) Animals while being led or driven, even though tethered or harnessed.
(b) Bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters, unless the

department by signs indicates that bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized
scooters, or any combination thereof, are permitted upon all or any portion of
the vehicular crossing.

(c) Vehicles having a total width of vehicle or load exceeding 102 inches.
(d) Vehicles carrying items prohibited by regulations promulgated by the

Department of Transportation.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Pedestrians
23331. Pedestrians shall not be permitted upon any vehicular crossing,
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unless unobstructed sidewalks of more than three feet in width are
constructed and maintained and signs indicating that pedestrians are
permitted are in place.

Trespass Prohibited
23332. It is unlawful for any person to be upon any portion of a vehicular

crossing which is not intended for public use without the permission of the
Department of Transportation. This section does not apply to a person
engaged in the operation, maintenance, or repair of a vehicular crossing or
any facility thereon nor to any person attempting to effect a rescue.

Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Stopping and Parking
23333. No vehicle shall stop, stand, or be parked in or upon any

vehicular crossing except:
(a) When necessary to avoid injury or damage to persons or property.
(b) When necessary for the repair, maintenance or operation of a publicly

owned toll bridge.
(c) In compliance with the direction of a member of the California

Highway Patrol or an employee of the Department of Transportation who is
a peace officer or with the direction of a sign or signal.

(d) In such places as may be designated by the Director of Transportation.
Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Adoption of Traffic Rules
23334. The Department of Transportation may adopt rules and

regulations not inconsistent with this chapter for the control of traffic on any
vehicular crossing to aid and insure the safe and orderly flow of traffic, and
shall, so far as practicable, notify the public of the rules and regulations by
signs on the vehicular crossing.

Amended by Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Publication of Traffic Rules
23335. The Department of Transportation shall cause to be published

and made available to the public at the tollgates of each vehicular crossing
copies of those traffic laws and rules and regulations particularly applicable
thereto.

Amended by Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.

Violation of Rules and Regulations
23336. It is unlawful to violate any rules or regulations adopted under

Section 23334, notice of which has been given either by a sign on a vehicular
crossing or by publication as provided in Section 23335.
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